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iy ADVERTISEMENT. 

The characters of the two authors 

I 

are too well known to require to be here 
difplayed. Suffice it to fay, that there 
are few ' rules and few excellencies of 
poetry, efpecially epic and dramatic, 
but what Sir Philip Sydney^ who had 
diligently read the bett Latin and Ita-> 
/ lian conunentaries on AriftotWs Poe- 
H tics7 has"Tiere pointed out and illuftrated 
^^v^ifh true tafte and judgement; and 
that the obfervations of Ben Jon/on have 
all that clofenefs and precifion of ftyle, 
weight of fentiment, and accuracy of 
claffical learnings for which he is fo • 
juftly celebrated. For the few anti- 
quated expreffions, in both pieceis, nO 
apology can be required* 
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WH E N the right virtuous £. PT. and I 
were at the Emperor's court together^ 
we gave ourfelves to learn Horfemanfhip of dtQ. 
Pictro PugUanoi one that, with great coixi'* 
mendation, had the place of an Efquire in his 
liable : and he^ according to the fertilenefs of 
the Italian wit, did not only afford us the de« 
xnoniitration of bis pra£tice^ but fought to in- 
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a The:DE^ENCE 

rich our minds with the contemplation therein, 
which he thought moft precious* But with 
none, I remember, mine ears were at any time 
tJMtt loadeiH than whefi (efther ttngrcd -with 
flow payment, or moved with our learner-like 
admiration) he exercifed his fpeech in the praife 
of his faculty. 

He faid^ Soldii^rjjKre (be nobleft eftate of 
mankind, and horfemeh the nobleil of foldiers. 
He faid, they were the ftiafters of war, and or- 
naments of peace, ^edy goersi -and ^ong 
abiders, trfumptiers borii in citmps and cottrts : 
nay, to fo unbelieved a point he proceeded, as 
that no earthly thing bi:ed fuch wonder to a 
prince^ as to be a godd Iibrfemah : Skill of go- 
vernment, was but a Pedanteria in comparifon. 
Then -would he add certain praifes, by teHing 
wh^jt.a peerlefs beaft .thfe horfe wtf4^, the only 
ferviceable courtier, without flattery, the beaft 
of moft beauty, faithfulnefs, courage; and fuch 
more, that if I had not been a piece of a Logi- 
if an before I came to him, I think he, would 
have perfutided me to have wiftied myfelf a 
horfe. But thus much, at leaft, with his no 
»few words, he drove into me, That felf love is 
better than any gilding, to make tbJit feem gor- 
geous wherein ourfelves be parties. 

Wherein, if Pugliano*s flirOng afFeftion, and 

weak argumisnts, will not fatisfy you, I will 

...» ^ - . - I • • • '' 

give 
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glve^ij^ooa! ^ hearer ' exmipkr lof my£edf ; who, I 
know not by what mifchance, in tfaefe ^ly not 
old fcucs amf idleft timeg, having flipped %nto 
Che cttle'^^f a Poet, am j^oVoked to &y 4St)me* 
^ing uitto you in ithe d^etiee pf that my on^ 
/rle^bsd iraitaf iM ; f which if i handle vjfish more 
gp/oA wifl, than good ceafom, biDar ivkh me*; 
itoce tfaic fc^olar is to he pardooed thM foXboWi- 
^iSb thrt^ fteps jQf his maAer. 

And yet I Bstiil fay, That as I ba/re m<Mre jij^ 
jcarufe to:niske i pttifsid de&nci^iQf poor Poetry > 
Avhieh j from aJtiioft the higheilt efiim9.tioQ of 
learitifig, b faUeh to be the biighing^fiock of 
children : fo have I aecd ito bring fonae motp 
available proofs, fince the former is by no mm 
barred of his deferved credit, whereas the filly 
hatGt ibxiiv had even. the names of PbiUfif^s 
4)fing to the defacing of it, with great d.an^^ 
of civil war aoLkong the Mufei, . 

And firft, truly* to aU tliem that, profeffing 
learning, inveigh againft Poetry may juftly 4ae 
ibbjeded. That they go very near to. ungrateful- 
nefs, to feek to defate that, which, in the iK>f 
bleft nations and languages that are known, 
hath, been rfiej[rftjtght-giver and 

fii^ Aurfe, whofe milk by little and little^ eiia* 
bled them to feed afterwards of tougher know* 
Jedged^. Amd will you play the hedgehog, that 
beinjg received into die den^ drove out his fao^ ? 
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Jorr&t W: itfae vip^s^' that with their biifth kiH 
::tfaieir paiieobs } : ' .: . 

L6t learned Gm^^y in any of ber manifeft 
^^' .fcierisces, be abk to fliew me one book before' 
Mufausy 'HomeTf and Hefiodi . all three nothing 
/ ..^^ - ^ 'iclfe tut poets. Nay, let any htftory bj5 brought^ 

;that can fay any^writeps were there before them^ 
^i, . . /w *^ tTicy were not men of "the famic ikill, as Or-^ 
'-^ - ; C^ r;j pbetiSj Linus ^ and fome others are named, who 
-? / having been the firft of that country that made 

*> S^h'x^/ pens dielhrerers of their knowledge to pofterity, 
,^ ,-^ may juftly challenge to be called their Fathers 

y * / t ^^ ^^ learning- For not cftily in time they had this 

priority (although ih itfelf antiquity be venera^ 

ble) but went before them/ as caufes to draw, 

\vith their "charming fweetoefs,' the wild un- 

, tamed wits to an admiration of knowledge. So 

\ ' J f asyiffi^i?/^-^as fatd to move (tones with his po* 

ctry to build l}>ehesi and Orpheus to be Eftened 

/ J ^ /rt,« to by bejiftS, ihdeed« ftony and beaftly people : 

'/ So among xht Romans vitvc.Livius Andranicusfi, 

aAd Enmu$ : So in the Italian language, the firft 

that made .it. to afpire.tobe a tfeafurc-houfe: of 

fctence, were* the poets Dantdi Boccace, and P^i 

krarcb- : ^ So ^iii our Englijb% were . Gawer^ and 

/ > Y^'**^ Ghmicer ; after whom, encouraged an4 delighted 

^^ '' ^ with their excellent foregoing, others have fol- 

Aj^ lowed to beautify our mother- tongue, as .well io 

tlie fame kind, as: other arts. - ; .* 

' " •^ .^^y . . 'This 
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This did fo ridtably (hew irfclf, tfeat the ?*//<;• 
fiphers of Greece durft not a long time appear to ^ z^"* 
the World, but under the mafk of Poets : ^oThales^ i y i. j ' 
En^docks J znd ParmeniUfT/ {ang their natural 
phiiofophy in verfes : So did Pythagoras and 
J^£^fy//V^j their moral counfels : So did7yr/^»j in 
war matters, znd Solon in matters of policy ; or 
rather, they being poets, did exercife their de- 
lightful vein in thofe points of higheft know- 
ledge, which before them lay hidden to the 
worlds For that wife Salon was dire^ly a poet^ 
it is manifeft, havii^ written,^ in wrfe, the no* 
ble fable of the Atlantick ifland, which was con- 
tinued by Pbtto. And, truly, even Plato^ who- 
fiiever well confidereth, ihall find, that in the 
body of his work,, though the infide and 
ftrength were Pbilofophy, the ikin, as it were, 
and^be^rty^jjde^^ For all 

TSHasupon Dialogues ; wherein he feigns, ma- 
ny honeft burgefles oi 4^hens fpeaking of fuch 
-matters, that if they*1iad been fet on the rack, 
they would never h^ve confefled them : befides, 
his poetical defcribing the circumftances of 
their meetings, as the well ordering of a ban- 
quet, the delicacy of a walk, and interlacing 
mere tales, as Gyges*s Ringy and others ; which, 
who knows not to be flowers of poetry, did 
never walk into Jpolla^% garden. 

,And ev en Hifimographer sy although their lips 
^ 3 found 
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6 The DEFENCE 

found of thibg^ dotic, fnd verity b^ ^^riftca in 
their fore-heads, have been glad to borrow^, 
> both faihion, and, perchance, wei^t, of the 

Poets : So Herodotus intituled the Books of hi^ 
; J. . hiftory by the names of: The nine Mu/es; and 
both he, and all the reft that followed him, 
cither ftolc or tifurped, of poetry, their paffion- 
ate defcribing of paffionfi, the many particulari- 
J / , jT ties of battle? which no inan could affirm ; or, if 
'f^^^ that be denied me, long oratibns, put in the 
' } ; , . ^ jmouths of greats kings and captains,' which, it is 

they /never pironoimced« 

So that, trjifily, neither PJdkfi^ r. not^J^^^i^ 

^grgg^gr, bowld, at the firft, have entered into 

the gates of pJopular judgjments, if they 'had m* 

taken a gteat difport of Poetary ; which in all 

tion4, at tbid day, where leaitiing flotrrifheth 

i^ot, ii plain to be feen i in aii which, they have 

fiyo^e feelihg of Poetry. Jn Turkej^ befides their 

^ law-giving divines, they have no othtr writers 

jbut poets. In our neighbouring country bv- 
iandf where, tfuly, learning goes very bare, ytt 
are theif poets held in « a devout reverence. 
Even ampog the .moft barbarous and £mple fn- 
dianfy where. nq Writing is, yet have they their 
poets, who make, and ling fongs, which they 
call Aren^Sy both of their ancefiors deeds, and 
praifes of their gods. A fufficient probability, 
that if ever learning come among them, it miift 

be 
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ijiaypened with the fweet delieht of Poetry 5 
for until tficy nnd a plcaiure m the exercife of 
the mind, great promifes of much knowledge, 
will- lirrlf; pcrfuade rhem^ that know aot^ the 
fr\|tfjL.0fLJiLQSvyi@iJlgP* In Wales ^ the tru^ rem- 
nant of the antient Britons, as there are good 
authorities to ihew the long time they had po- 
ets, which they called Bards, to through all the 
conquefts of Romans, Saxons, Danes, and Nor-^ 
mans, fome of whom did feekix>.xuiaall memo«> 
ry of learning ixom among them, yet do their 
poet^, even to this day, laft ; fo as it is not 
more notable in jJie.Jboa h^y^ingy than in 
kffigJBSmtinuiiig. 

But fince the authors of moft of our fciences 
were the Romans^ and, before them, the Greeks ; 
let u$, a Uttle» ftand ^pon their authorities, but 
even fo far, as xq fee what names they have given 
UfltothU now fcorned ikilU Amgjgjbe^^;^! 
mans, a poet was called^|^/f£. which is as much 4' ^ 
as^ a -diviner, forpteer^ or propn^, as by ms con-^ 
joined words Vaiiehnum, and Vaticmari, is manii 
feft ; fo heavenly a title did tl^at excellent peopla ' 
beftow' upon t bi^ hcart*ravi< hintt) knowledge 1 vL 
And fo far were tney carried fijtd tFrSSnBHlW** ^ 
tion thereof, $hat ihey'thoughl in thfl change^ f C/ . 
able hiuing i^po^ any fuch verfes, great '^fbre* \ 

llokens ojF their 1follpw)ing fortvines w^re placed. 

B 4 Whereupon 
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8 The DEFENCE 

Whereupon grew the ivord oiS^es VifgtUana ;• 
when, by fudden opening yirgtVs book, they' 
lighted upon fome vcrfe,^ as it is reported by^ 
many, whereof the hiftof ies of the emperors lives 
are fqlL As of AUfinusy xh^ governor of our 
liland, who, in his childhood, met with this 
verfc, I: 

jirma aniens capio^ nee fat raticnis in arms ; 
And in his. age performed \u Although it were 
a very vain and gpdlefs fuperftition ; as alfo it 
was, to think fpirits were commanded by fuch 
verfes : whereupon this vford charms, derived of 
Carmma, cometh, fo yet fcrveth it to (hew the 
N , great reverence thofe wits were held in ; and al- 

, "^ I together not without ground, * fince both : the 
*:, '> j oracles of Delphi and the Sibyls pfophefies were 
{ wholly delivered in verfes; fof that fame ex- 
-*' **< quilite obferving of number and meafure in the' 

words, and that high-flying liberty of conceit 
proper to the poet, 4i4^|fi!$!tti^^404»^4 di-* 

Vine force m it. 

^ jStSF^^ffiay not I prefume a little farther, to 

J fhew the reafonabtenefs of this viord f^^tes^ and 

/Ar. f^^^y* That the holy iD^wi'iPfalm^arel a divine 

>^ ^i^y^r^I- ^oem? If I do, I fliaUnot ^ k without the 

^* ^ teftimony of great learned imen, both^antient 

^ ; ./ and modern. But even the name of Pfalms, 

^ will fpeak for me, wHkhbeitfg interpreted, is 

nothing but Songs : then, that it is fully writteA 

' • . :. in 
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in metrt/ as all Uzmcd' Hebricians^ agree', al- 
though the rules be not yet fully found. Laft* 
ly, and principally, his handling his prophecy, 
which is merely poetical. For what elfe is the 
awaking his mufical inftruments ; the often and 
free changing of perfons 5 his notable Profopo^ - 
fceias^ when he niaketh you, as it were^ fee God 
coming in his majefty ; his telling of the beafti r\ 
joyfulnefs, and hills leaping v but'a.heave nly Po- I JjtO ' 
ci^l^hercin, almofl, he iltit'^^^^WlSWi^'')^f^ \ t\(k * \'. 
fionate Ibv^r of that unfpeafcable and everlafting ^ 
beauty, to be feen by the eyes of the mind, only 
clearcd by faith? But, tridy, now, having .^v. 

named him, I fear I fecm to profane that holy jv^^' 
name, applying it to Poetry, which is, among S^ / 
us, thrown dowato fo ridiculous, an eftimation* r|iy*f l* 

But they that, mh^WUtttel5J?^^-W^^^^^^ \^\ 

a li^te,j|€gj]t6iwiPto it, ihalL find the end , .and > ^ 

wnrking of k fuch^ as hffing righfly flp |ilig^j ^^^ ^ 

Aefervet h not to be fcourgcd out o f the church % a^V ^^^ 

But now let us fee how the Greeks have named "^^ 
k, and how they deemed of it. The Greeks 
named him mifirny ; which nam^ hath^ as the\ 
moft'0xcellen€, gone thfough other languages j V 
it dbmeth of this word Trctuv, which is to make: \ 
wherdn, I knbw not whether by luck' or wif- I 
dom, we Englifl)tken have met with thcGteeks j 
in calUng him M^ker ! which name,, how high | 

and I 
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and iBComparablt a.iitle ttts^Ifaad ratker.mrerd 

laiown by marking the fcopc bf jgjjll^f fdenccs, 

than by any! partial allegation* rT hcyc i$. no 

art delivered unto mankind, that fiat b not the 

f^ji .\v^'' works of nature for his principal objed, with- 

*' • out which, they could not confift, and on which 

they fo depend^ aa they become a&ors and play-^ 

^ ers^ ^it were, of what nature will have fct 

' .{ ^ fortlvrjSo doth the J/ironomer look upon the 

i-:\ fiars, and by ^ that he feeth fet down what order 

fiature hath taken therein. So doth the Gecme-^ 

^ \ < ^ Hitian and Jtrisbmiiuinn, iu their diverfe forts of 

. I V^'^'^^wantities. So doth ^he Mu/kianyin times, tell 

^y '^you, which ' by> i^ature agree, which not. The 

^ < jg^natural Phil6f$phtt thereon hath his name j and 

ft W^the moral Philofopker ilandeth upc|i^e natural 

virtues, vices,- or paeons of manU And &II0W 

mture, faith he,. therein, and thoulKlt nor err* 

The Lawyer faith what, men bavt determihed^ 

The Hificriam^ what men have: done. * The 

Grammarian^ fpeaketh only of the rule^ of 

fpeech; and thz Rhchrkian ?aid Ijsgiciam, coofi* 

dering what in. nature .will foonefl prove, and 

perfaade thereon, give artificial rutes^ which 

dill are compafled within the cirqle.of a queftLf 

on, according .to the propofed . timtt^n . Xhc 

P;^jj/?ri/7» weigheth.the nature of m^n's bpdy^ 

and the nature of things helpful atid hurtful 

unto it* And the &Uiaphyfickr tbPPgh it be in 

V * :. •. the 
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the feck^od^ .Mid abflrad: notions, and ther^fo^*^ 
be counted fupernatural, yet doth he, indeed> 
build upon the depth of niature. Only the 
I Poet^ difdaining to be tied to any fuch fub- 
I je&ion, lifted up with the vigour of his own in* 
I v^tioni dothgrow^i^ - 

lure : , in jnaakinglluhgs either better than nature 
ISrSigeljh fOfUi, or quiu anew ; forms fuch as 
ver were in nature, as the Heroes^ DemUgods^ 
'Cyckfs, Cbymeras^ Furies, and fuch like; fo as 
he goeth h*and in hand with nature, not iacloied 
;withan the narrow warrant of her gifts, but free* ( \ \ 
ly carartnK within the zodiack of his own wit> I b C - 
. Nature never iet forth the earth in fo rich ta^ 
peftry as diverfe poets have done ; neither' with 
fo pleafant rivers, fruitful trees, fweet-fmelling 
flowers, nor whatfoever elfe may make the to<> 
much4oved earth more lovely ; Her world h 
brsi^l^Iij, the poets only deliver a golden • * . 

But let thofe things alonei and go to Man,; 
for whom, as the other things are, fo it feemeth 
in him her uttermoft cunning is employed ; .and 
know^ Whether (he have brought forth fo true 
a lover as Theagenes ; fo conftant a friend as Py^ 
ladet ; fo valiant a man as Orlando ; fo right a 
prince as Xenofhon's Cyrus; and fo excellent a 
man every way as Virgil^s Mneas ? Neither let 
this be jeftingly conceived, becaufe the works of 
the one be efjintialy the other injmi(,uti(utQT fie* 
. ' 4 tion; 



) 



12 The defence 

tion ; for every underftanding knowedi the fkill 
of each artificer ftandeth in that idea, or fore* 
conceit of the work, and not in the work itfelf. 
'Arid that the poet hath that idea^ is mantfelt^ by 
the delivering them forth in fuch excellency as 
he had imagined them ; which delivering forth, 
alfoy is not wholly imaginative* as we were wont 
to fay by them that build caftlesin the air; but 
fo far fubftantially it worketh^ not only to make 
a Cjrusy which had been but a particular cxcel- 
lency, as nature might have done ; but to beftow 
a Cyrus upon the world to make jaaany Cfruffes ; 
if they will learn aright, why, and how that Ma- 
ker made him. Neither let it be deemed too 
faucy a comparifon, to balance the highell 
point of man's wit with the efficacy of nature j 
but rather give right honour to the heavenly 
Maker of that maker, who having made man 
to his own likenefs, fet him beyond, and over 
all the works of that fecond nature ; which in 
nothing he ihewed fo much as in Poetry; when, 
with the force of a divine breath, he bringeth 
things forth furpaffing her doings, with no fmall 
arguments to the incredulous of that firfl ac» 
curfed fall of Adtwi \ fince our eredled w// mak- 
cth us know what perfe^ion is, and yet our 
infedted will keepeth us from reaching unto it. 
But thefe argun^nts will by few be underftood, 
and by fewer granted : Thus much I hope will 

be 
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•Be given tne, thztjJ3,tGfteh, with 

lames^ yf; 

fow let us go to a more ordinary opening of 
hm, that the truth may be the more palpable; 
and fo, I hope, though we get not fo unmatched 
4 praife^'as the efymofogy of his names will grant, 
yet his very defcription, which no man will de- 
nyj fhall not juftly be barred from a principal 
Conimendation. 
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Arijiotle termetb it in the word }iiiJL7i(ri^ ; that fs \ 
t6 fey; -A reprefenting, counterfeiting^^ or figiif- 1 
ing forth : to fpeak metaphorically, A fpeakjhg ^ 

W/^z^^: with this end, T(y£aduaU£li&}>^^^ * " 
' - Of this have been tb ^ r^^^x^X ki nds i the ^ 
^CHifiF, both in antiquity andT excellency, were ( \ 
tHey 'that ^id ' imitate the - uncot ceivablb exceK ^ * 
len ci e s of God ; lucfa wer e ^f^f in his tfalms^ 
SohmrTm^soo^ of g^g^'^'f^" Ji'ls'TOr/^Jft^^ 
and Proverbs; Mofes mdi Deborah in -their 
hymns ; and the writer of Jvb ; which,' tefides 
others, the learned Emanuel Tlremel^SyVind Fr. 
•Junius d6 intitle, the poetical part of- the fcrip*- 
ture-: Againft thefe none witt fpeak that hatfc 
'the Holy Gkoft in due holy reverence. In thw 
kind, thougli in a full wrong divinity," were? Oi^ 
pheuSf Jimfrbion, Homer in his Hymnsi' arn^ msiin^ 
others, both Greeks and Romans. And this :PeN 
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14 T«E PEFENCE 

jg^ muft be n&d by whofoevcr will follow St. 
'^auPs counfel, in (iDgiog pfaltns when they arp 
merry ; a nd I know is ufed with thej fruit of 
ccrtpfort by fotne, when, in forrowful pangs of 
their death -bringing fins, they find the confolaF- 
jtion of the neverJcavi;^ goodQef$^ ; ^ 

e SECOND kind is of them that deal with 
hilofo p h ical ; either yha^!\T z&WHaus^ 
fbocytidesy Caio \ or l^atiHaLii? Lucretius^ Vir^ 
giPs Georgicks % or Ailronomical/as ManiUus and 
jl^outunus ; or Hiilorical, ^%Lw£p^^ which who 
oiiflike, the fault is m their judg^nt, quite 
jdut of tajtte, and not in th^ jfweet food of 
Xwectly uttered knowledge,. . ,. 

• But becaufe this fecond fort is wrapped 
4vithin Uxe fold of the proppied fubjed^ and 
taki^s not the free courfe of hia own invention.; 
whether they properly be Poe^sj or no, jlct 
Qrasmnarians difputei and go to x\kc third, in«- 
4eed right Poets, of whom chiefly this queftion 
ori&th : Betwixt whom and thefe fecond is fuch 
a kind of difference, as betwixt^he meaner fort 
of Painter who counterfeit^oi^lyjucb faces a; 
Are- fet befiu:e them; and the ^or^ excellent, 
if^hp haying no law but wit,^ bfiiflow tl^t in cor 
slMiraoipon you which is fi^tteft ffl|[;tte^eye to 
lee ; as the conftant, though lamegtiiiig Ipok of 
^Jl^oicr^Ha, when ihe punned in herfplf another's 

jhcL ncver.la^Tbut^iuiiSB^ 

of 
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<^ ftith a, ■ v etttiei For Hiefe tfikEE be tftet 
which inoft properly do ' ittiitate, to teach and 
delight; and to imitate. „]>orfbty nothing of 
what is, hath been , Ot fcall be j but ranee on< 
ly, reihed with learned dkfcretion, into the di- 
Yinle confideration oT what m^ be, and /&^irW 
toe. ThefelDe they, that, as the Ifirft and molt 
^oble Ibrt, may juftly be termed Vates : So thcfi* 
arc watted on in the eicellcntcft languages an^ 
belt underftandings, with the fore-dtfcribeil 
name of Poeis,, For thefe, indeed^ do merely 
make to imitate, and imitate both to delight 
and teach, and delight to move men to take 
that gbodneft in hand, which, without delight, 
they would fly as from a ftranger ; and teach to 
make them know that goodnefs whereunto thqc 
are moved : which being the nobleft (cope tb 
Which 'ever any learning was direfted, yet waitt 
there not idle tongues tothark at them. 

Thefe be fubdivided into fundry mere fpi* 
ciai denominations : The mpft notable be the 
heroick, fyrfck, fraffck^ Comtek y fatyrick^ iamtici, 
elegiacky paftoral^ and certain others ; 'fome 




^elci being termed according to thfc naatter 
Jhey deal with ; fome by the fort or_vene thi 

me greatel 
!1 have apparelled their poetical iti- 
yentions in that numerous kind of writing which 
i$ called W2/&^ Indeed but apparelled verfe, 

• - • bein^ 
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being but an ornament,, apd no caufe to poetry, 

fince there have been many moft excellent pcH 

et$ that never verfified, and now fwarm many 

' verfifiers that need never anfwer to the name c^ 

i poets* For Xjenopbon^ who did imit$ite (o excel- 

' lently as to give us ^giemjufti imferij, the por- 

-traiture of a juft empire, under the name of 

^Cyrus, as Oy^r^ faith of him, made therein an 

abiblute heroical poem. So did Helicdorus^ in 

Jiis fugared invention of that pidure of love in 

"^Theagsnes and Chaticlea ; and yet both thefc 

.wrote in . prpfe ; which I fpeak |o ihcw^ that it 

(no more than a. long gown ma^etn an advo- 

i cate, who, though he pleaded in ajrmour, ftould 

Jbe.an advocate and no fpldier ;) y^jg. k is, jthat 

'%W.P^^^jWUma^^ virtues, vices", or 

.whatelfei witb^that deligh^^^^^ which 

°iuft>.^.^k4k^Ud4C9ribi^^^^^ note ^to^ know, a 
J2gjt]iy* Although indeed the fenate of poets 
Jb^e chofcn verfe. as their . fitteft raymcnt 5 
eieaniDg, as in matter they palled all in all, fo 
in manner to go beyond, them; not fpeaking, 
table-talk faihion, or like men in a dream, words 
as they chanceably fall >. from the ^ mouth|Jbut 
piecing each fy liable of each word by juft pro- 
portion,. according to the dignity of, the fub- 

Now therefore it fliall not be jmifs, firft, To 
weigb this latter fort of poetry, By his worh^ 

and 
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and then, by hlf farts ; and ; if in neither .6f 
thefe anatomies he be commendable, 1 hope we 
fliall receive a more favourable fentence. This> 
purifying of wit, this inriching of memory, en- 

' abling of judgment, and enlarging of conceit, 
which commonly we call learning, under what 

. name foever it come forth, or to what imnledi- 
ate end foever it be directed ; 4jjg^ final pnd U^ 
To lead and draw us to as high a pefre?{ioSr^''"i 

lodemp-s, can be capaDie df : This, accordins: 
to the inclination oFman, ^red many formed 
impreffions: for fome that thought this felicity 
principally to be gotten by knowledge, and no 
knowledge to be fo high or heavenly as to be 
acquainted with the liars, gave themfelves to 
ajironomy ; others, perfuading themfelves to be 
demi'godsy if they knew the caufes of things, 
became natural and fupernatural philofophersm 
Some an admirable delight drew to mufick ; and 
fome the certainty of demonftrations to the ma-* 
ihematicks ; b ut all on e and other having this 
icope. To know^and by knowledge to litt up 



-f ' 



1 f 



a. • 



^the mmcrrro 



effence. But wTienTby 
tne balance ot fexperienc^JiP^as found that 
the ajironamer^ looking to the ftars, might fall 
in a ditch -, that /the enquiring philofopher might 
be blind in hitnfelf; and the maibematiciari: 
might draw for :h a ftrrit line with a crooked- 

C heart; 
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heart ; then, lo I did proof, the over-ruler of 
opinions, make manifeft, that all thefe are but 
ferving fciences, which, as they have a private 
end in themfelves, fo yet are they all direded 
ttb the higheft end of the miftrefs knowledge, 
by the Greeks called ciff)(jlsKlovpc^y which ftands, as 
I think, in the knowledge of a man^s felf ; in 
tthe et/jtck and politick confideration, with the 
•end of well-doing J and not of well- knowing on- 
ly : Even as the fadler's next end is to make a 
good faddle, but his farther end, to ferve a no- 
bler facnky, which is horfemanlhip ; fo the 
horfeman's to foldiery ; and the foldier not only 
to have the fkill, but to perform the praftice of 
a foldier. S oJthat the ending end of all ea^itbly 
learning, being virtuo us ac tion, thofe Ikills that 

■! II ■iiiaClAi— III! am^ifcui— ililuMMTt ^'VT—- Tr~ ir 

moft ferve to bring forth tha/f, have a moft juft 
title to be princes over alltne reft ; wherein, if 
we^an Ihew it rightly, Qy|^^s)ei;^i^.w^ 

ha ve it J yefore ^l A yjSyiy'^i P "^ P,5^*^^^^^ ' 

Among whom pnncip^ challenge it, 

ftep forth the moral Philofopbers ; whom, me- 
thinks, I fee coming toward me with a fullcn 
gravity, as though they could not abide vice by 
day light, rvidely cloathed, for to witnefs out^ 
wardly their contempt of outward things, with 
books in their h^nds againft glory, whereto 
they fet their names; fophiftically fpcaking 
againft fubtlety, and angry with any man in 
whom they fee the foul fault of anger. Thcfe 

men 
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men calling largefles as they go, of definitions, 
divifions, and diflindions, with a fcornful inter- 
rogative, do foberly afk ; T¥lirrhrr '^^ h& POflEl^^ 
to find any v^th, fou^t zdv to le ad a man to vir- 
S^iUJ^lllS|.whk^^^ what virtue is; 

teachcth it not onlyT)y*deflWrfnWWffH RlS^fety 
being, his caufes and effects ; but alfo by mak«> 
ing known, his enemy Vice, which muft be de* 
llroyed ; and his cumberfome fcrvant PafEoft, 
which mull be mattered ; by fliewing the gene- 
ralities ' that contain it, and the fpecialities 
that are derived from it : laftly, by plain fettitig 
down how it extends itfelf out of th^ limits of 
a man's own little world, to the government of 
families, and maintaining of publick focieties? 
The Hijorian fcarce gives leifure to the Moralift 
to fay fo much, but that be, (loaden with old 
moufe-eaten records, authorizing himfelf, for 
the moft'part, upon other hiftories, whofe great* 
eft authorities are built upon the notable found* 
ation Hearfayy having much ado to accord dif« 
fcring writers/ and to pick truth out of partia« 
Kty i better acquainted "with a thoufand years 
ago, than with the prefent age, a n d yctb ettcr 

^gowii|g ^flvy thiy world gpes, .SstS^T 

O-WB^.^S^MS^ 0^ curious for antiquities, and in- 
quifitive of .novelties, a wonder to young foiks^ 
and a tyrant in table»talk) denieth, in a great 
chafe, that any man for teaching of virtue and 
virtuous actions, is comparable to him. I am 
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20 The defence 

Tefiis Uniforum^ hx veritatu, vita mmcria, ma^ 
if Zifi^^ ^^^^f uttiwrw vetuftatis. The fbilofipber^ 
i ^^ faith he, tcacheth a difputative virtue, but I do' 
rii^ ^aSSve; his virtue is excellent in the dan-" 
\y gerlefs academy oi Plato ^ but mine Iheweth forth 
0^^ ^ ■ ' ^^cr honourable face in the battles of Marathon^ 
C\{-}^'^ - Pbarfalia^ Poiiiiers^zndiAgincourt: He teacheth 
: virtue by certain abflrad confiderations ; but I 
only bid you follow the footing of them that 
have gone before you : Old-aged experience 
goeth beyond the iine-witted phihfophtr ; but I 
give the experience of many ages : J^aftly; If 
lie mak<: the fong-book, I put the learner'sliand 
to the lute ; a^djfhc be the guide, I am the 
ligfit.'' Then wouiclTc aHe3ge yqu innumerable 
(examples, confirming ftory by {lories. How 
much the wifeft fenators and princes have been 
direded by the credit of hiftory, as Brutus, At- 
fbmfus of Arragon, (and who not ? if need be.) 
At length, the long line of their difputation 
makes a point in this, that the one giveth the 
precept and the other the ixamftir^''^^'^'*' -^ 
^ Now^vtioiTlKairwd m^ fimrc^ queftion 
fiandeth for the higheft form in the^(?hool of 
learnings to be mediator ? Truly, as me\feem- 
eth» the Poet i and if not a moderator, evei^ the 
man that ought to carry the title from them 
bothi and much more from all other ferving 
fciences. Therefore compare we the Poet with 
the Hijtorian^ and with the moral Philofopber ; 

and 
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and if Ke go beyond them both, no other hu- 
man Ikill can match him : For as for the Df- 
vine^ with all reverence, he is ever to be except- 
ed, not only for having his Icope as far beyond 
any of thefe, as eternity exceedeth a moment, 
but even for paffing each of thefe in themfelves : 
And for the Lawyer^ though Jus be the daughter 
of Jujlice^ the chief of virtues, yet becaufe he 
feeks to make mea good, rathQr formidine pana^ 
thaii virtutis amofe; or, to fay righter, doth not 
endeavour to make men good, but that their 
evil hurt not others, having no eare, fo he be a 
good citizen, how bad a man he be ; Therefore,' 
^s our wickednefs maketh him neceilary, and 
neceffity maketh him honourable, fo is he not 
in the deepeft truth, to ftand in rank with thefe^ 
who all endeavour to take naught}nefs away^ 
and plant goodnefs even in the fecreteft cabinet 
of our fouls. And thefe /wr, are all that any 
way deal iii the confideration of mens manners^ 
which being the fupreme knowledge, they that 
beft breed it, deferve the beft commendation. 

The Philofoph^r therefore, and the Hijiorian^ 
are they which would win the goal, the one by 
pnceptf the other by example ; but both^^ not 
having both, do both halt. For the Philofopber 
fitting down with the thorny arguments, the 
bare rule is fo hard- pf utterance, and fo mifty 
to be conceived, that one that hath no other 
guide but him, Ihall wade in him until he be 

C 3 old, 
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^ old^ bcfpre iie fealj find fufficient caufe to be 
boneft* For his' knowledge ftandeth fo upon 

. , the abdr^ and. general^ that happy is that man 

V -who may underftand him, and more happy, that 

'^ . can apply what he doth underftand. On the 

;Other ^de> The ii/j/^aW^;^, wanting the precept, 
. is fo tied,, not to whjtt JhQuld be,, hut t%^what 
is ; to tb^ particular truth of things, and not to 
the general reafon ,o{ things; that his example 
4faweth QO. neceffciry confcquence, and there- 
fof0 a lefs fruitful dodtrine. 

Now doth the dSfiflsfSn Sv^K perform htb ; 
for wnatfocYerf the^ Philofopher, faith fhould be 
idone, he giveth a perfeft pidiirc of it, by fome 
one Jjy whom he prc-fuppofeth it was done, fo 
as he coupldth the general notion wkh the par- 
ticular exampk, A perfedt piiSture (I fay) for 
he yieldeth to the powers of the mind an image 
of that. whereof the philofopher befloweth but 
a wordifhdefcription, which doth neither ftrike, 
pierce, nor poffefs the fight of the foul, fo much 
as that other doth. For as, in outward things, 
to a man that had never feen an elephant , or a 
rhan^ceros^ who fhould tell him moft exquifi- 
tiwly^ all their ihape, coloui*, bignefs,. and par- 
ticular marks ?. or of a gorgeous palace, an ar^ 
Htteff, who, declaring the full beauties, might 
well make the hearer able to repeat, as it were, 
hy rote, all he had heard, j^et (hoold never' fa- 

tisfy :his inward conceit, WitH being witnefs to 

itfelf 
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itfelf of a true living knowledge : But the fame 
man, as foon as he might fee thofe beafts well 
painted, or that houfe well in model, Ihould^ 
ftraitway grow, without need of any defcription,! 
to a judicial comprehending of them : So, no 
douhty the FbHoJbfber J with his learned defini*-; 
tions, be it of virtues or vices, matters of pub-' 
lick policy or private government, repleniflieth^ 
the memory with many infallible grounds of 
wifdom, which, notwithftanding, lie dark be- 
fore the imaginative and judging power, if they 
be not illuminated or figured forth by the i^eak-[ 
ing pifiture of Poejy^ 

Tully taketh much pains, and many times not, 
without poetical helps, to make us know lyhat 
force the love of our country hath in. us. Let 
us but hear,ol<J jinchifisj Ibeaking in the naidii 
.of Troy-s flames, or fee Ulyffes^ in the fulnefs of. 
all Qalypfd's delights, bewail his abfencd from, 
barren and beggarly Ithaca. Anger, the Stouts 
faid. Was a Ibort rhadnefs ; let but Sc/iiocUs\ 
bring you Jjax gn a ftage, killing or whippipg* 
iheep and oxen, thinking them the army of 
Greeks, with their chieftains J^ametjtnon and. 
Menelaust and tell ine. If yoii have not a ropre 
familiar infight into anger, thaji finding 10 the 
fchoolmen, his genus and difference ? See whe- - 
ther wifdom and temperance in Ulyjfes and Dio^, 
viedeSy valour in Achilles y friendfliip in Nifusznd,] 
'Euryalusy even to an ignorant man, carry pot an 

C 4 apparent 
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apparent ihining; and, contrarily, the rcmorfe 
of confcience in Oedipus i the foanrrepenting 
pride in Agamemnon ; the felf^devouring cru- 
elty in his father Atreusi the violence of amr 
bition in the two Theban brothers; the four 
Iweetnefs of revenge ip Medea % and, to fall 
lower, the Terentian Gnatho, and our Chaucer's 
Pandar^ ,fo exprefled, that we now ufe their 
names, to fignify their trades : 4nd, finally, all 
virtues, vices, and paffions, fp, in their own na^-^ 
tural dates, laid to the view, that we feem not 
to hear of them, but clearly /^ y^?^ through 
them ? 

But even in the moft excellent determination 
of goodnefs, what Philofopher^s counfel caii fq 
readily direfl a Prinze, as the feigned Cyrus in 
Xenpfhon ? Or a virtuous man in all fortunes, 
a[S Mneas in Virgil? Or a whole common- 
wealth, as the way of Sir Thomas More's Uto- 
pdf\\ fay. The way, becaufe where Sir Thomas 
More erred, it was the fault of the man, and# 
iiot.of the poet : for that way of patterning a 
conimoh-wealth, was moft abfolgte, though he, 
perchance, hath not fo abfolutely performed it. 
For tliV queftionis. Whether the^ feigned image 
of .^^betry^ 'or the. regular inftrudtion of Philo- 
Ibphjf, hath the more force in teaching. 
Wherein^ if the Pbilofopbers have njore rightly 
Ihewed themfelvcs Philojtphers, than the Poets ^ 
have attained to the high top of their profef- 
I fion 
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fioa (w in truth, 

— ■ Mediocribus ejfe poetis 

• Non DtJ, non bcmtnes, non cenceffere cobimtue.) 

It is, I fay again, not the fault of the art, but 
that by few men that art can be accomplilhed^ 
Certainly, even our Saviour Chrift could as 
v^ell have given the moral common places, of 
uncharitablenefs and humblenefs, as the divine 
narration of Dives and Lazarus : pr of difobedi- 
ence and mercy, as the heavenly difcourfe of 
the loft child and the gracious father ; but that 
his thorough fearching wifdom knew the efiate 
of Dives burning in hell, ^nd of Lazarus in 
Abrdham^s bofoi'a, would more, conjiantly^ zs it 
were, inhabit, both the memory and judgment. 
Truly, for myfelf (me feems) I fee before mine 
^yes, the loft child's difdainful prodigality turned 
to envy a fwine's dinner ; which, by the learned 
DivineSy are thought not hiftorical adts, but in* 
ftrufting parables. 

For conclufion^ fay» thePi^/ &^ ^ 
buHeleaffic^^ 




indeed, tlie right popuhv Thilofopber. WKerebf 
'^^JcpTlSt&'^^ Al. 

legories, ftealing under the formal tales of beafts,. 
make many more beaftly then'beafts, begin to* 

hear 
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hear the found of virtue from thole dumb 
fpeakers*. 

But now may it be alledged. That if^this ma- 
naging of matters be fo fit for the imagination^ 
then mull the Hijiorian needs furpafs, who 
brings you images of true matters, fuch as, in- 
deed, were done, and not fuch as fantaftically 
of falfely may be fuggefted to have been done. 
Truly, Arijlotle himfelf, in his Difcourfe of 
Poeffy plainly determineth this queftion, faying, 
That Ppefry is (piXo(ro(pooTB^ov & (nrnhocmepoyy that is 
td"Iay,1 It is more philofonhicaljand more in- 
ft ru^iffi ^,^n niftory. His reafon is, Becaufe 

x«9oA», thatjsjoiay^^ 
7^^Ay&7^ confiderafion, and the hiflory 
xaQ* €K u?dv, ' tllg ^r/7?5?2H^^ Now, faith he^lhe 
*• univerfal weigRTwh^ti^ fit to be faid or done, 
" either in likelihood or neceflity ; which the 
^* Poefy confidereth in his impofed names : and 
" the particular only marks, whether Alcibiades 
" did, or fuffered, this or that :** thus far Artf- 
totle. Which reafon of his, as all his, is moft. 
full of reafon. For, indeed, if the queftion 
were. Whether it were better to have a parti- 
cular ad: truly, or falfely fet down ? there is no 
doubt which is to be chofen, no more than 
whether you h^d rather have Vefpaftans pid:ure 
right as he was, or, at the painter's pleafure, 
nothing refembling ? But if the queftion be, 
for your own ufe and learning. Whether it be 

better 
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betf er to have it fet down as itfiould be, or as 
it was? then, certainly, is more dodbrin able the 
feigned Cyrus in XenophoHy than the true Cyrm 
in Jyftini and the feigned y£neas in f^irgilf than 
the rigbf Mneas in ^ Dares Pbrygius : As to a 
lady that defired to fafhion her countenance to 
the beft grace, * a painter ihojuld more benefit 
her, to portrait a moft fwect face, writing Ca^ 
nidia upon it, than to paint Canidia as ihe was^ 
who, Horace fvveareth, was full ill-favoured. If 
the Poei do his part aright, he will fhew you in 
Tantalus^ Jir^us, and fuch like, nothing. that is 
not to be fliunned ; in Cyrus ^ /Eneas ^ ^bjf^^y 
each^thing to be followed : where! the Hiftorian^ 
bound to tell things, as things were, cannot be 
liberal, without he will be poetical, of a per- 
fed: pattern; but, as in Alexander ^ ov.Sdph 
himfelf, fliew doings, fome to be liked, fome to 
be mif-liked ; And then how will^you difirern 
what to follow, but by your own difcretion, 
which you had, without reading J^ Curtius ? 
And whereas, a man may fay, though in uni- 
vcrfal confidcration of dodrine, the Poet pre- 
yaileth, yet that the hiftory, in his faying fuch 
a thing was. done, doth warrant a man more in 
that he (hall follow ; the anfwer is manifeft ; 
That if he (land upon that was^ as if he fhould 
argue, becaufe it rained yefterday, therefore it 
ihould rain to day ; then, indeed, hath it fome 
advantage to a grofs conceit* But if he know 

an 
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«tn example only itiforim a conje3:ured HkelK 
faood, and ib go by reafohi the P^^# doth fo far 
exceed him, as he is to frame his example to 
that which is mod reafonable; be it in warlike^ 
political^ or privaie mkttcTs ; where the HiJlmaH 
itL his bare, WiU^ bath, many times, that which 
we call fortune, to over-rute the bell wifdqm* 
times hr jTnrfLJlLlJiJ^AtSi .whoiiof he 
m, caule I orif he dp, it flcmft be 

Ithat a feigned example hath as much 
force to teach, as a true example, (for as for 
to move, it is. clear, fince the feigned may be 
tuned to the btgheft key of paffion) let us take 
one example wherein an Hijlorian and a Poet did 
eoncur. Herodotus and/ jfu^iff, do both teftify, 
That Zopyrus, King Darius' s faithful fervant, 
feeing his mafter long refitted by the rebelHouf 
Babylonians, feigned himfclf in extreme difgracc 
of his king ; for verifying of which, he caufed 
his own nofe and ears to be cut off, and fo fly* 
ing to the Babylonians, was received j and, fof 
his known valour, fo far credited, that he did 
find means to deliver them over to Darius. 
Much-like matters doth Livy record of Tarqui^ 
nius arni his fon. Xenophon excellently feigned 
fuch another flratagem, performed by Abradatus 
in Cyruses behalf. Now would I fain know, If 
occafion be prefented unto you, to ferve your 
prince by fuch an honeft diflimiilation, why dor 

O^ou 
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come to the ftage^ they ever go out (as the tra- 
gedy-writer anfwered to one that mifliked the 
ihcw of fuch pcrlbns) fo manacled, as they little 
animate folks to follow them. But Hiftory 
being captived to the truth of a foolifli worlds 
is many times a terror from wclUdoing, and an 
encouragement to unbridled wickednefs. For 
fee we not valiant Miltiades rot in his fetters ? 
The juft Phocion, and the accomplilhed Socrates^ 
put to death like traytors ? The cruel Severus 
live profperoufly ? The excellent Severus mi- 
(ptMy murtheted ? Sylla and Marius dying in 
(heir beds ? Pompey and Cicero ilain, then when 
they would have thought exile a happinefs? 
See we noc virtuous Cato driven to kill himfelf, 
^and rebel Cafar io advanced, that his name yet, 
iftcr fixte^n hundred years^ laftrth in the high^ 
eft honour ? And mark but even Qefar's own 
yiTords of the fore-named Sylla (who, in that, 
pnly, did honeftly, to put down his diihoneft ty- 
ranny) liter as nefcivit : as if- want of learning 
caufed him tq do well. He meant it not by 
Poetry^ which, not content with earthly plagues, 
devifeth new puniihments in hell for tyrants t 
nor yet by Philofophy, which teacheth oceidentes 
efe ; but, no doubr, by ikill in Hiftory ; for 
that, indeed, can afford you Cypjilus^ Periander^ 
iPbalariSi DionyfiujSj and I know not how many 
more of the fame kennel^ that fpeed well 

enough 
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enough in their abominable injufticc of Qfurpa^ 
tbn. . 

I conclude, therefore, that He exccUerii Hif- 
tory, not only in furnifliirig the mind with 
knowledge, but in letting it forward to that 
which deferves to be called and accounted good : 
which fetting forward, and moving to well* 
doing, indeed, fetteth the laurel crown upod 
[the Poets as vidorious, not only of the Hijiorian^ 

lut over the Pbilofipher ; howfocver, in teach* 
ing, it may be queftionable. For fuppofe it be 

;raDted, that which I fuppofe, with great rea* 
'fon, may be denied, That the PbU§fopbgr^ in 
Tefpe(fl of his methodical proceeding, teach 
more perfedtly than the Poety yet do I think. 
That no man is fo miKhj^jAo(p/Ao(ro(pof, |^ to 
compare the Phihfopher in^^^oSM'tt'ith th^JPoeti^ 
And, that moving is of a m§Bfif degree than 
teacbingy it may by this appear, that it is well- 
nigh both the caufe and efied: of teaching; for 
who will be taught, if he be not moved with 
deiire to be taught ? And what fo much good 
doth that teaching bring forth (I fpeak ftfll of 
moral dodlrine) as that it moveth cme to do that 
which it doth reach. For, as Arifiotk h\t\x. It 
is not yvo^Lg but Trpoi^ig muft be the fruit : and 
how Trpci^ig can be, without . being moved to 
pradtife, it is no hard matter to confider. The 
PbUc/opber j(hewe£h you the :way, he informeth 
you of the particularities^ as well of the tedi-^ 

oufneis 
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cm&efs of the way^ as of Cz pleafent lodgbg 
you Ihall have when your journey is ended, as 
of the many bye-turnings that niay divert you 
fzmn your way ; but this is to no man, but to 
him that will read him, and read him with at- 
t^iitrve, ftudious, painfulnefs ; which conftant 
dcfece wfcofoever hath in him, hath already paft 
half the hardnefs of the way, and thei-efore is 
beholden to the Phihfipher but for the other 
half- Nay, truly, learned men have learnedly 
tbbughe, that where once reafon hath fo much 
€B83ar maftered paffion, as that the mind hath a 
fieq 'define tb do: well, the inward light each 
mind hathrinitfelf, is as. good as ^ Philof$phers 
book^ ifmce in nature we know it is well to do 
well;: and what is well and what is evil, al-: 
though, not in the words of art which Pbilofo^ 
pbirs beftow upon us ;, for out of natural con- 
edit rh^ Philafdpbers drew it : But to be moved 
to<lo that which we know, or to be moved with 
defire to know, hoc ofms^ hie labor eji. " 

Nt)W, therein, of all Sciences, (I fpeak flill of 
humafi^andj according forij^. human cor.ceit,) 
.,.4sij^ur P^the Monanh\y^i he doth not only 
ffi^l|f*t!f§**way, tur^ivfcth. fo- fwcet a profped: 
into the way, as will intice any man to enter 
intout : Nay, he doth, as if your journey Ihould 
lie through a fair vineyard, at the very firft^ 
giv« you a clufier of grapes ; that, full of that 
taftej you may Jong to pafe farther. He begin- 
\ ' ■ ' neth 
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»eth not with obfcAJfe definitions, which muft 
blur the margent w;th iurerprjetations, and load 
the rnernory with dpubtfi^lpefe ; but;he cometh 
to you with word$ fet in delightful proportion, 
either accompanied with, or prepared, for the 
.weir inchanting fkill oi mu/ick; aodjfititt^jMtale, 
^orlboth, he cometh unto you, with a tale, 
awhich holdeth .qhildrejii from,pUy, and old men 
from the chimney cor^cX'^ and, pret€ui<3iog no 

'%m. wifisdj^^vtt^^ the *<rh'ftcl'';i^ 

often brought to take moll wholelbme things, 
by hiding them in fuch other as have a pleafant 
tafte : which, if one fliould begin to tell therh 
the nature of the Aioes or Rbubarbarum they 
fliould receive, would fooner take their phyiick 
at their ears th^n at their mouth ; fo is it iti 
men J (moft of yvhom^are childifli in the beft 
things, 'till they be craclled in their graves) glad 
they will be to hear the tqles of Hercules^ 
Achilles^ Cyrus, Mneas ; and hearing .them, muft 
needs hear the right defcription of .wifdom, va» 
lour, and juftice ; whiqh, if they had been 
barely (that is to fay, Philofophically) fet out, 
they would fwear they be brought, to fchool 
again. That imitation whereof P/?<?yry is, hath 
the moft conveniency jto nature pf, all other; 

ties, unnatural monfters, are i^ade, in poetical 
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: >^S^ ' iiTiTtinonj dfilighrFiil, Tm]yj I hav^ knowJi 

rnuen, that even with reading Amadis de Gaule^ 
which, God knoweth, wanteth mruch of a per- 
Jeft Pt?^, have found their hearts moved t6 
the exercife of courtefy, liberality, and efpect- 
ally courage. Who readeth Mneas carry m^ 
old Anchifes on his back, that wiflieth not, it 
were his fortune to perform fo excellent an aft? 
Whom doth not thofe words of Turnus move 
(the tale of Turnus having planted his image in 
the imagination) 

fugientem hac terra videbU? 
Ufque adeone mors miferum eft ? 

Where the Philofopbers (as they think) fcorntd 
delight, fo much they be content little to move,, 
faving wrangling whether Virlus be the chief or 
ihe only good ; whether the contemplative or 
the aftive life do excel : Which Plato and Bo^ 
etius well knew ; and therefore made miftrels 
Fbikfopby very often borrow the mafking rai- 
ment of Poefy. For even thofe hard-hearted 
evil men, who think virtue a fchool-name, and 
know no other good but indulgere genio, and 
therefore dcfpife the auftere adm<mitions of the 
Pbilo/ofber, and feel not the inward jreafon they 
{land upon ; yet will be content to be delighted, 
which is all the good-fellow Poet feems to pro- 
mife ; and fo Ileal to fee the form of goodnefs, 
-which feen, they cannot but love, ere them- 
« felve^ 
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felvcs be aware, as if they took a medicine of 
cherries* 

Infinite proofs of the firange effeds of thts 
poetical invention might be alledged ; only two • 
ihall ferve, which are fo often remembered, as, 
I think, all men know them. The one of iWe- 
wnius AgrippOy who, when the whole people of 
Rome had refolutely divided themfelves from ^^^ 
the Senate^ with apparent Ibew of utter ruin, 
though he were, for that time, an excellent ^^.^ 
orator, came not among them upoa truft, either Jj 
of figurative fpeeches, or cunning infinuations, "^ 
and much lefs with far-fetched maxims of Tbim ' ^ ' 



lofopby^ which, efpecially if they were P/atonick^ 
they muft have learned Geometry before they H 
could have conceived : but, forfooth, he be- *. ^ 
haveth himfelf like a homely and familiar PoeL ir^ 
He telleth them a tale. That .there was a time, t\ 
when all the parts of the body made a mutinous | ** 
confpiracy^againft the belly, which they thought | 
devoured the fruits of each other's labour : I 2 
they concluded, they would let fo unprofitable | , 
a fpender ftarve. In the end, to be Ihort, (for ( ':^ 
the tale is notorious, and as notorious that it i % 
was a tale) with puniihing the belly, they > ^ 
plagued themfelves. This, applied by him , ^ 
wrought fuch effed: in the people, as I neve \ 
read that only words brought forth ; but then 
fo fuddcn, andfo gopd an alteration, for upo 

D a reafoa* 



^ V 



j6 The ©EFENpE 

tcafonable conditionfj^ % iperfeft rccopcUoasfcrRt 
enfjed. 

The. <?thex. is. of! iV^ii^/a. jJiC'^Prophet, who^, 
wbcn/th^ holy David had lb far forfak^n Grod^ 
jL^.toc^ofirrn adukery with mui^tlvpr^ yvhpn he 
\yas to.dp the {enc^ereft plfice, of a friend, jn 
laying his owa fliame before his €y€a> b^.itvg 
fentbyGpd. to call again fo chofen a fervant^. 
Jiow dpth Jie it ?. but by telling of a man whpfe 
beloved laaib was ungratefully taken from hia^ 
bofom. ;Tl?.e application mpfl: divinely true^ 
but the difcourfe itfelf feigned ;, which iiaadc^ 
David (I fpeak of the fe«ond and in^umeotat 
caufe) as in a glafs fee his own filthiricfs, as that 
heavenly Pfalm of mercy well teftifiedi^ 
' By thefe> therefore^ examples and reasoks^ 
I think it may be manifeft, that .thePd^/, with- 
tV^af fame ^^a^id of delip;br. doth dravrtgrffirrtdi ^ 

*^iS .^SS^M^dif^R^^y. other art doth. And 
To a conclufion, not unfitly, enfues; That Aff^ 

VIRTUE IS THE MOST BX.CELLBNT RESTlKG-- 
TLACB FOR ALL WORLDLY LEARlfflNG^ TO MAKE? 

ms END OF, SO Poetry,, beinc^ the most fa^ 

T^ILIAR TO TEACrfLTj^AND MOST I^RINCELY t<^ 
MOVE TOWARDS IT, IN THE MOST EXCELLENT 
WORK, IS THE MOST EXCELLENT WORKMAN. 

But I am content, not only tb decypher hinv 
by his worics (although works in commenda*- 
tion and difpraife, muft ever hold^a high ^autho- 
rity) but more narrowly Witt examine his parts ;. 
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ih that (as in- a man) though all togeiher may 
carry a- prefence full ^of majefly and beauty, 
perchance, in fonae one defeduous piece we 
may fitwi blemiih, ^ 

Now, in his parts, kinds, or fpecies, as you 
Jlift to term ther^i, it is to be noted, that fomc 

EoeJies )^ SiSSSSliSd^ W^th^'' ^yS ^J^^H^:. kinds • 
PC ^l!(>"^^g^|rg^ <UAdr£iiifflK^^j .whereupon is fiien, 

the Tragi^^domical; fome, in the manner, have 



e, as Sannazaro and Boe^ 
led m atters heroical and 
>gg^{^/^' but '.that cometh all to one in this 
• r^uertim^fo ^ ^f /^^/y^^^.they be g o od ;^ th ^ ^^^^ 

ygg^ ^^ yiftt^j^fi^^^ ' Thpreforci per- 

"cT^ance, forgetting fome, ^ud leaving fome as 
^needlefs to be remembered, it ftialLnot be amifs, 
^n a word, to cite the fpecial ki^ds^ to fee what 
/auUs may be found in the right ufe of thepi...^ ^^ 
1.1 Is it the^th ejp/7/ggra/jP ogffl which is :miflikcd?^ 
'^For, pefchance, whefe ithe hedge is jQweft, 
^they will fooneft leap oveif) is the poor pipe dif^ 
plained, which fometimei, out of , Mcelibeus^s.. 
mouth, can fhew the ip^ery of people und^r 
%ard 16rds and ravening' foldiers^ And ggain, 
hy'TjiiruSj Whatjb>te'flfednef^ is derived to therp 
that lie loweH, f¥om the gdodnefs of them that 
iithigheft? Sfometimes ti n der t^ie ^pye tty tal es 
of wolves arfd flieep, can mclude the whole coa- 
ifiderations 
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nig;, and p^fUence ■ lome- 
tiiues fliew, that cdntentions for trifles, can get 
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but a trifling victory ; where, perchance, a man 
may fee, that even Alexander and Darim, when 
they drove who Ihould be cock of this world's 
dunghill, the benefit they got, was, that the 
after-livers may fay, 

Hac memini &f viSlum frufira contendere I'hyrjim ; 
• Ex illo Corydon, Cory don eji tempore nobis* 

2^ Or is it the lamenting El^f^^k^ which, in a 
kind heart, would move rather pity than blame; 
who bewaileth, with the great Philofopher He- 
radiius, the weaknefs of mankind, and the 
wretcbednefs of the world ; ^yho, furely, is to 
be praifed, ^jtj^r for compaHionately accom- 
panying juft cajjfeT^df lamentations, or for^ 
rightly pdfithig out how weak be the paffion^ 
of woefulnefs ? 
J^. Is it the bitter, but wholefome, lambick^ whd 
rubs the galled mind, in making fliame the 

J^yPRg^ 9f ^m^j^Vi wi^l^ l^old and open crying 
-- out againft naughtinefs ? 
H ^ Or the SatiricL who, 

Omne vafer vittum ridenti tangit AmicOy 

Who fportingly never leaveth, until he make a 

man laugjh at foll y, and at length, afliamed to 

/'" laugh at himfelf ; which he cannot avoid 

\ without avoiding the folly ? who, while circum 

\ fracordia ludity giveth us to feel how many 

: bead aches a pafEonate life bringeth to ? How, 

when all is done, 

^ Ulubris^ animus,^ ncs non deficit ^quus ? j 
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N09 perchance, it is the Comtek; whom 
ftaiaghty pJay-makers and fbige keepers have 
juftly made odious. To the arguments of abufe, 
I will after anfwer ; only thus much now is to 
be faid ; That the Comedy is an imitation of t he 
common errors of our life, which he repreient 
cth In the moft ridiculous and fcornful fort that 
may be ; fo as it is impoffible that any beholder 
can be content to be fuch a one. Now, as in 
Geometry^ the oblique muft be known as well 
as the right, and in Aritbmetick^ the odd as well 
as tte even ; fo in the aftions of our life, who 
feeth not the filthinefs of evil, wanteth a great 
foil to perceive the beauty of virtue* This 
doth the Comedy handle fo, in our private and 
domeftical matters, as, with hearing it, wc get, 
as it were, an experience of what is to be looked 
for, of a niggardly DemeCy of a crafty Davus^ 6i 
a flattering Cnatbo, of a vain-glorious Thrafo : 
a«d «ot only to know what efFedts are to be ex- 
peded, but to know, who be fuch^ by the figni- 
fying badge given them by the Comedian. And 
little reafott hath any man to fay. That men 
Iffarn \^^. eyjl. fe y fe e i n g^^^i^^^ fc t ou t \ fince, as 
^ faid before, there is no nian Uviirg, but by the 
fcMTce truth hath in nature, no foorier feeth thefe 
men' play their parts, but wilheth them in Pip 
trinum^ although, perchance, the fack of his 
efwn faults lie fo behind his back, that he feeth 
not himielf to dance the fame meafure: whefeto, 

D4 yet. 
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ycD/'HiDthjAg can mote dpeii his eye$, ttei> to fee 
his: d\^?L2^isi3ljy^^ fet fof th. So tlw* 

tfe rigftp life: af. Cmecf^ i ^ilh'l think, by ntf. 
body bebtaniefd, / 

Amir. ifiJnfch left of the high aikJ elxcellent 
^g>grfKthai opien^th'the-^teateft wound?'^ aild 
ewci^ fo*th tfie [//^^^i thatt are coivered with? 

ilaar maKerh kings ffaj m.hLmsBjH 

jDiad tyrants to manifeft theit tyrannical hfeM 
iBours ; and. ^^Ubi ifilfrff^g tt^^ i#^^i(^"^fr-*^n4^': 
fftiraiion dnd ^toz/^^/Vf r^^//V7z. teicheth the uncef- 
talnty pf tpjs wori4j. ^gyjj^ppn how ;weak found- 
anon enocd roofs are buildcd : that maketh ui 
know, ^i jjtepirafavus duro inipetio regit i timet 
timenies^ metut in authorerh redit, Buthowmucl^ 
it can move, Plutarch yieldeth a notable teftl* 
inony of the, abominable tyrant Alexander Pher 
ratu ; from whofe eyes a Tra^edy^ well made an4 
reprefented, drew abundance of tearfe, whoj 
without all pity, had muKthered infinite num- 
bersa and fome of his own blood x fo as he that 
was not alhamed to make matters for Tragedies^ 
yet would not refift the fweet violence o( a Tra* 

{edy. And if it wrought no farther good ia 
im, it was, that he, in defpight of himfelf, 
withdrew hiriifelf from hearkening to that which 
might modify his hardened heart. But it is npt 
the ^^ggr^lf tll^Y ^9 miflike, for it were too ab- 
jTurd to caft out]j|ojexcellent^a reprefcntat ion of 
wh jtfoe.vcr kmcft .worthy^ to Je learned. 

Is 
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h h the L^rick that moft difpleafeth, whe 

jfh ihhil^vtniHrfjrr-, and well aceorded voice, 

ftTettr Bfaife. the reward of virtue, to virtuous 

^^ ^ ^ ^^-^l i w i n^r^^ ^ and^n atural 

to the height of the heayens, in jing in g the 

kyds.ftf .the ■ imaiftaal^iij ? -^^i^hT^^ 

XiH^fehjl^m^^ n ever heard 

*the old fong of Percy and £)c(if^W,That I found 
bot my heart moved more than with a trum 
and yet is it fung but by fome blind crow^^i^ 
with nd rougher voice, than rude ftyle : which 
being fo evil apparelled in the daft and cobweb 
of that uncivil age, what would it work, trit^i- V, 
med in the gorgeous eloquence of Pindar ? ^ a (', ( 
tkingafy, I have feen it the qianner at all feafts, . 
and other fuch-Iike meetings, to have fongs of^'S 
their aneeftors valour, which that right foldier* • 
like nation, think one of the chiefeft kindlers of 
brave courage. The incomparable Lacedamo^ 
nlans did not only carry that kind of viufick ever- 
with them to the field, but even at home, as 
fuch fongs were made, fo were they all content 
fcobe firigefs of them : when the lufty men were 
to tell what they did, the old men, what they 
Jiad done, arid the young, what they would do. 
And where a man may fay. That Pindar^ many 
times, praifeth highly vidories of fmall moment, 
father matters of fport than virtue ; as it may 
be anfwered, It was the fault of the Poet, and 

not 
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not of the foetry ; fo, indeed, the chief fault 
was in the time and cuftom of the Greeks^ who 
fet thofe toys at fo high a price, that Fhilip of 
Macedon reckoned a horferace won at Ofyn^s, 
an>ong his three fearful felicities. Bat as the 
inimitable Pindar often did, fo is that kind mofl: 
culpable, and mofl: fit, to awake the thoughts 
from the fleep of idlenefs, to embrace honour- 
able enterprizes. 

'"-^ I' ^ think, fliould daimt'^l back-biters. . For by 

what conceit cap^a tongue be directed to fpeak 
evil of that yhich draweth with him no lefs 
c harnpion^jj fan Aehifles^ Cyrus, yEneas, Turnus, 
Jydttus, Rinaldof Who doth not only teach and 
move to truth, but tear heih and moveth to the 
is^Mgih^^^BA ^e^euL^ituth ?. WJjg^^naketh 
magnanimity and juftice.&infethrpygh all mifty 
f^^affSJ^^ma foggy defires ? Who, if the 
faying of rlato and Tully be true, That who 
could fee virtue, would be wonderfully raviflied 
with the love of her beauty ; This man fetteth 
her our, to make her more lovely, in her holi- 
day apparel, to the eye of any that would deiga 
not to difdain, uiitil they underftand. But if 
^ any thing be already faid in the defence of fweet 
Toetry-y all concurreth to the maintaining the 
Herpicaly which is not only a kind, but the bell 
y ,jind mofl: accompliflied kind of Poetry. For, as 
[ ,^he image of each adion ftirreth and infljudeth 
* the 



^1> \>^ K i^'^^^^ ^'^ ^-' ^ 

o F P O E S Y. 45 

tte^mindj fo the lofty image of fuch wo rth jcsj 
inoft in%meth t^^^^ to be wot; 

thy, and informs with counfel how to be worthy. 
Only let Mneas be worn in the tablet of youi 
memory y how he governeth himfelf in the ruin 
of his country ; in the preferving his old father, 
and carrying away his religious ceremonies ; in 
obeying God's commandments, to leave Dido^ 
though not only all paffionate kindnefs, but 
even the human confideration of virtuous grate* 
fulnefs, would have craved other of him ; How 
in ftorms; how in fports ; how in war; how in 
peace; how a fugitive ; how vidorious; how 
befieged ; ^ how befieging ; how to ftrangers ; 
how to allies; how to enemies; how to his 
own ; laftly, how in his inward felf; and how 
in his outward government ; and I think, in a 
•mind moft prejudiced with a prejndicatlng hu- 
mour, he will be found in excellency fruitful. 
•Yea, as Horace faith, melius^ Chr^ppo, & Cran* 
tore : But, truly, I imagine it falleth out with 
'thefe Poet-whippers, as with fome good women, 
who often are fick, but, in faith, they cannot 
tell where. So the name of Poetry is odious to 
them, but neither his caufe nor effeSls^ neither 
the fum that contains him, nor the particularities 
defcending from him, give any fall handle to 
their carpi'ng difpraife, 

• Sinci^ then, Pie try is of all human learning 
the moft antient, and of molt fatherly antiquity, 

as 
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as froaiwla«jCe other -learnings have tafc^ tlaeir 
beginnings; Since it is. fo umverjfal, that no 
learned nation dotfe , defpife it^ nor barbarous na- 
tion is witlioiit it; Since hf>xh Roman ^zxi^i Gre&k 
gave fuch divine names unto it, the one of pror 
phefyingf the other oi makings 'Axy^ tba(-^ il^yd^ed, 
that nacne of making, is fit for him, ooAfideringg 
that where all other arts retain themfelv^ witk- 
in their fubjed, and receive, as it w^re, their 
being from . it, th« . Poet only bf ingeth hi|5 
own fluff, an4 doth not leaarn a conceit out of 
theniatter, but mafceth matter for a conceit; 
Since nqther his defcription, nor end, contain- 
ing any evil, the thing deicribed cajiHot be evil; 
"^inc0 his effe<9:s be fq good as to tci^ch good- 
fiefs, and delight the learners of it j Si»fe tbere*^ 
in (namely^ in. moral doflarine, th^ c^ie^ .of a^ 
knowledges) he doth not only far pafe the Hif^ 
\ torian, but, for ixiHru&ing, is w,ell nigh cqot- 
\ parable to the Philofopher ; for moving, leavetfc 
him behind him; Since the holy Scripture 
(wherein there is no uncleannefs) hath whole 
parts in it poetical, and that even pur Saviour . 
I Ch rift vouch fafed to ufe the flowers of it; S^nff 
ml his kinds are not only in their united fprnii^ 
Ibut in their fevered difledipns fjijly 09mmen4i- 
able; I think (and think I thiujc rightly) .the 
laurel crown appointed for triumphant captains^ 
doth worthily, of all other learnings, honour 
the Po^fs triumjph* 

I But 
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But becaufe we have <^5 is Well as tongues^ 
and that the Ughteff reafcms that may be^ will 
fcexn to weigh greatly, if nothing be put in the 
counter- balamce, let us hear, aiid, as well as we 
can, pon^r what objedicms be made ugsin^ 
this art,, which noay be worthy either €>f yield- 
ing or awfwering. oithoJ^^ i -- 

Firft^ truly, 1 noite,'not only in theft^/Awro^iW 
Poet-haters, but in all that kind of people who* 
feek a praife by difpraifuig others, that they do 
prbdigally fpend a great many wandering wordi 
in qotps and feoffs, carping and taunting at 
each thing, which, by ftirring the fpleen, niay 
ftay the brain from a thoBough beholding the 
worthinefs of the fubjedt. Thofe kind of ob» 
jediops, as they are full of a very idle eafinefs^ 
(fjnce there is nothing of fo facred a majefty, 
tot th^ an itching tongue may rUb itfelf upoa 
H(r;>fo deferye thfey nb- other anfwet, but, in- 
Aead of laughing at the jeft, to laugh at the 
jefter. We know a playing wit can praife the 
Itiferetion of anr afs, the €omfortablenefs of'being 
krdebt, and the jolly c(»iitfiodities of being -^(Jk 
of the plague:. So^ of the contrary fide, if w<» 
«riil turn OvicTs veffe, 

Ut la^at virtus praximitate mali, 

%bai goad lies hid m nturne/s ^f the evily Jgrippa 
iMill be as naerry in. the fliewiisg the vanity of 
ifeience,, as Era/mm wa3 in the commending of 

.folly r 
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folly : neither fliall man or matter efcape fome^ 
touch of thefe fmiling railers. But for Erafmus 
and Agrippa^ they had another foundation than 
the fuperficial part would promife. Marry, 
thefe other pleafant fault-finders, who wHl cor- 
led: the Verb before they underftand t\it Ntmn^ 
and confute others knowledge, before they con- 
firm tlieir own ; I would have them only re- 
member. That fcoffing cometh not of wifdom ; 
fo as the beft title in true Englijb they get with 
their merriments, is to be C2i!i!i^di good fooU \Aox 
fo have our forefathers ever termed that hu- 
mourous kind of jefters. ' ' 

But that which* giveth greateft fcope to their 
fcorning humour, is rhyming and verfing. It 
is already faid (and, as I think, truly faid) // // 
not rhyming and verjing that makctb Pj^efy : 
one may be a Foet without verfing, and a V^» 
fifier without Poetry. But yet, prefuppofc*it 
were infeparahle, as, indeed, it fi^emeth ScaUger 
judgeth truly, it were an infeparable commend- 
ation : For if Oratio next to Ration Speech nex^t 
to Reafbn, be the greateft gift bcftowed upon 
mortalityj that cannot be praifelefs, which doth 
moft polifh that blefling of fpecch ; which cOn* 
fidereth each word, not only, as a man may fay, 
^^ ? by his forcible quality, but by his beft mea- 
W* fured quantity ; carrying even in themfelves a 
.'. harmony j without, perchance^ number, meafure, 

order, proportion, be in our time grown odious* 
.' V But 
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But lay dide the juft praife it hath, by being 
the only fit fpeech for mufici ; (mufick^ I fay, the 
moft divine ftrikcr of the fenfes ;) thus much is 
undoubtedly true, i'hat ir reading be foolifli 
without remembring, memory being the only 
treafure of knowledge, thofe words which are 
fitteft for memory, are likewife rhoft convenient 
for knowledge. Now, that verfe far exceedeth , , 
p rofe, in the knitting up of" the memory, the \^KOuJUtt>£ 
rea fon is manUelt; HlB IVUlJS^ l^Ut'liUCii th^lf 
delight, which hath a great affinity to memory) 
being fo fet, as one cannot be loft, but the 
whole work fails : which accufing itfelf, calleth 
the remembrance back to itfelf, and fo moft 
flrongly confirmeth it. Befides, one word fo, 
as it were, begetting another, as be in rhyme or 
meafured verfe, by the former a man fliall have 
a near guefs to the follower. Laftly, even they 
that have taught the art of memory, have 
fliewed nothing fo apt for it, as a certain room 
divided into many places, well and thoroughly 
known ; Now that hath the verfe in eflcdt pcr- 
fedly, every word having his natural felt, 
which feat muft needs make tl)c word reriiem-. 
bred. But what needs morc^'^ ih a thing fd 
known to all men ? Who is it, that ever wa^ 
a fcholar, that doth not carry away fome verfes 
of Virgil^ Horace J or Cato^ whfch in his youth he' 
karned.; and even to his old age ferve him for 
iiourly leffons ? as. 
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Pircontaioran fugito nam garruks idem eft. 
Dumfibi qutfqm placet credula turbajumus. 

But the fitnefs it hath for memory, is notably 
proved by all delivery of arts, whejeio, for th,e 
moft part, from Grammar to Logick, Mathema-- 
ticks yPbyftck^ and-the reft, the rules chiefly ne- 
^ ceflary to be borne away,.?ire compiled in verfes. 
So that verfe.beir^g in itfelf fw^eet ,;^,iji|i ..Qrde|;ly, 
and being beft for memory, the ooly h^njiie of 
knowledge, it muft be in jeft that any, rq^ .«^n 
ipeak againft it, ; 

Now,, then, go we to the .moft important j^r 
putations laid to the poor Ptiets ; -for .aught t 
m yet learn,, they are thefe. ^ 




\ 



F^rftt That there being many other more 
fruitfuL^nowJ^djges, a man might better fpend 
his time in them,, than in this. 

Sitondlyy That it is the mother of lies. 



4j ^^^^fyi That M is thj^nurfe qf abufe, mit&,* 

^<5\ JofiJ?!Ll^^^ many^^ejBil^irrd^^^ a Syren* 

^ J /a>^^^,^3rawmg the mind to the :ferpent's tail 

of finful fan(?i5^st| -^wd herein, efpeciallj', Come* 
dies give the lgi:geft field to ear, as, Chaucer 
feitb I How bpth. ii> Qthcr nations, and in ours^ 
t)cfore P^f /i: did fotren us, we were full of cou- 
rage,, givejn to maitial exerciifes, the pillars of 

inanlike 
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manlike liberty, and not lulled afleep in Ihady 
idlenefs with Poels paftimes. 

And, lajily^ and chiefly. They cry out, with 
open mouth, as if they had over-lhot Rohiti 
Hoody That ?lato banilhed them out of the 
Common-wealth. Truly, this is much, if there 
be much truth in it. 

Firjiy To the firft. That a man might better 
fpend his time, is a reafon indeed : but it doth, 
as they fay, but petere principium. For if it be, 
as I affirm, that no learning is fo good, as that 
which teacheth and moveth to virtue, and that 
none can both teach and move thereto fo much. 
as Poefy^ then is the conclufion manifeft ; That 
ink and papei: cannot be to a more profitable 
purpofe employed. And certainly, though a 
man Ihould grant their firft affumption, it 
ihould follow (mcthinks) very unwillingly, that 
good is not goody becaufe better is betters But I 
flill and utterly deny, that there is fprung out 
of the earth a more fruitful knowledge. 

To the Second^ therefore. That they Ihould 
be the principal lyars, L anfwer Paradoxically^ 
but truly, I think trulj'^'That of all writers un- 
der the Sun, the Poet l^he leaft lyarT) and 
though he would, as a Poetj can fcarcely be a 
lyar. The Afinmomery with his coufin the Geo^ 
metriciarty can hardly efcape when they take 
upon them to meafure the height of the ftars. 
How, oftCQ, think you, do the Phyftcians lye, 

E when 
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when they aver things good for fickneflca^ 
which afterwards fend Charon a great numb« 
of fouls dfowned in a potion befoFe they eome 
to his ferry? And net lefs of the uefl; which 
take upon them to affirm. Now for the Poetj 
lie nothing afErmeth, and therefore never lyeth j. 
for, as Itakeit, tolye^i^ to affirm that to be true 
which is falfe : So» as the other AHiJlsy and efpe- 
cially the Htjlorian^ affirming many things, cany 
in the cloudy knowledge of mankind, hardly 
efcape from many lyes : But the l^oet^ as I faid 
before, heyer afSrmeth j the Foet never maketl^ 
any circles about your imagination, to conjurq 
you to believe for true what he writeth v He 
citeth not authorities of other hi^ories, but 
even for his entry, calleth the fweet Mujes to 
jnjjpire into him a good invention : In^ troth jp, 
not labouring to tell yoa what is^ or is not^ buji. 
what jhouldy or Jhoidd not he. And, therefore 

;h he recount things not true, yet bec^fc'. 
he telleth them not for true, he lyeth not j\\in-i 
lefs we will fay. That Nathan lyed in hislpeechy 
before alledged, to David; which, as a wicked 
man durft fcarce fay, fo think I,.nonc fo fimple, 
would fay ;. That JSfop lyed in the tales of his^ 
beafVs ^ for who thinketh that Jifyp wrote it for 
actually true, were well worthy tohave his name 
chronicled among the beafts he writeth of. What 
child is there that coming to a Play, and feeing 
TRpEBE S written ia gceat letters upon an old^ 
4 door^ 
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door, doth believe that it h.T^jebes ? If then a 
man can arrivi to the child's age, to know that 
the Ppets perjbns and doings, are but i ^j<^irpg 
whatteia^ et ai^q yot; (top^^^ wTi^r Kovn j^y^g^ 
tneJTMl! "ever give the lye to things not affirm- 
ativply, but aUegorically and figuratively, writ- 
ten ; and therefore, as in Hiftory, looking for 
truth, thev mav eo awav full fraupht with falf- 



namcs to men they write of, which argueth a 
conceit of an adtual truth, and fo not being 
true, proveth a fallhood. And doth the Law- 
yer lye then, when, under the names of John of 
the 5>//(?, sxidyolm of the Nokesy he^putteth his 
cafe ? But that is eafily anfwered, Their nam- 
' ing of men, is but* to make their pidure the 
mor;: lively, and not to build any hiftory. 
Painting men, they cannot leave men namelefs : 
We fee- we cannot play at Chefs, but that we 
muft give names to our chefs-men ; and yet, 
methmks, he were a very partial champion of 
truth, that would fay we lyed,. for giving a piece 
of wood the reverend title of a Bilhop. The 
Poet nameth Cyrus and jSneaj no o^her Tvay, 
than to flicw what men of their fames, 'fortunes, 
^rid cfttttes> ihould do. 
■ ' ■ E a Their 
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Their ^hird is, How much it abufeth mens 
wit, training it to a wanton finfulnefs, and luft- 
ful love. For, indeed, that is the principal, i£ 
not, only, abufe, I. can hear alledged. They 
fay. The Comedies rather teach than reprehend 
amourous .conceits : They fay the Lyriek i&. 
larded with 'paflionate fonnets \ xkt ElegiacL 
weeps the want of his miftr-efs ; and that even. 
_ to the Heroicaly Cupid hath ambitioufly climbed- 
Alas! Love, t would. thou couldft as well de- 
fend thyfelf, as tho\i canft offend pthess ! I 
would thofe on whom ,thou doft attend, coulcf 
either put thee away, or yield good rcalbn why, 
they keep thee ! But grant l©ve of beauty ta 
be a beaftly fault, although it be very hard^ 
fince only man, and no beaft, hath that gift to 
difcern beauty ; grant that lovely name of Lovg 
to deferve all hateful reproaches^ althoujgh eveix 
fdme of my maffers the Fhilofophers fpeht a 
good deal of their lamp-oil in fetting forth the 
excellency of it ; grant, I fay, what they will 
have granted. That not only love, but luft, but 
vanity, but, if they lift, fcurriTity, poffefs many 
leaves of the Poet*s books ; yet, think I, whea 
this is granted, they will find their lentencc 
may, with good manners, put the laft word^ 
fbrcmoft ; and not fay, that Pc^/ry abufeth man's 
wit, but that man*s wit abufeth Poetry. For I 
will not deny, but that man's wit may make 
Ptf^', which Ihould be (p^giKri, which fome 

learned 
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teamed have defined figuring forth good things, 
to be (pccvToigixr, : whidi doth contr^riwife infed 
<he fancy with unworthy objctfts ; as the painter, 
wio Ihould give to th-e eye cither fome excel- 
lent perfpe<5tive, or fome fine pidrure fit for 
building or fortification, or containing in it fome 
notable example, as Abraham facrifioing his fon 
if^^Cy Judith killing HoloJerneSy D^hid fighting 
Jivith Goliah ; may leave tbofe, and pleafe an \\U 
pleafed e^'e with wa»ton fliews of better hidden 
matters. 

But, whatl fhallthe abufe o'f a thing make 
the right ufe odious ? Nay, truly, thougli I 
yield that Poejy may not only be abufed, but 
that ibi^fi^ abufed, by the reafon of his fweet 
charming force, it can do more hurt than any 
other army of words, yet Ihall it be fo far from 
concluding, that the abufe ihall give reproach 
to the abufed, that, contrariwife, it is good reafon, 
that wiiatfoever being abufed, dorh'moft harm, 
being Tightly iifed'(and upon the right ufe, each 
diing receives his titie) doth moft good* Do we 
mot fee feill of Phj^ck, the bed rampire to our 
often affaulted bodies, being abufed, teach poi- 
ion, the moft violent d^royer? Poth not 
knowledge of law, whofe end is, to even and 
right all things, beifig abufed, grow the crooked 
fbfterer of horrible injuries.? Doth not (to go 
ki the higheft) God's word abufed, breed 
herefy, and his name abufed, become blafphe- 
iny ? Truly, a needle cannot do much hurt, 

£ 3 and 
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I 

and as truly (with leave of ladies be it fpokcn) 
it cannot do much good. With a fword tho« 
mayft kill thy father ; and with a fword thott 
'may ft defend thy prince and country : fo that, 
as in their calling PoetSf fathers of lyes^ they 
laid nothing, fo in this their argument of abufe, 
they prove the commendation.' ... 

They alledge herewith. That before Poets 
began to be in price, our nation had fet their 
hearths delight upon ailion, and not magindtion ; 
rather doing things worthy to be written, than 
writing things fit to be do^e* What that before 
time was, I think fcarcely Sphyn^ can tell s 
iince no rrieiBory is fo antient, that gives not 
the precedence to Poetry. And certain it iSj^ 
that in our plaineft homelinefs, yet never was 
the Albion nation without Poetry. Marry, this 
Argument, though it be levelled againft Pbetry^ 
yet is it indeed a chain-fliot againft all learning 
or bookilbnefe, as they comnionly term it. Of 
fuch mind were . certain Goths ; of wh6m it is 
written. That having in the fpoil of a famous 
city, taken, a fair library, one hangman belike- 
fit to execute the fruits of their wits, xvho had 
murthered a great number of bodies, would 
have fet fire in it. A^^, faid another, very gravely, 
take Beed what you doy for while they are buff 
about thofe toys, we fially with mere leifure^ con^ 
quer their countries^ • This, indeed, is.thedrdi- 
riary dodrine of ignorance, and .$T^any words 

fQ4ictimQ5. 



Jbmetimcs I have heard fpetit in it : "but bccaufe 
this reafon is generally againft all learning, as 
^ell as Paeiiji or rather ail learning but P<?^/ry ; 
becaufe it wejre too large a digrefSon to jiahdle 
it, or at leaft too fuperfluous ; fince it is ni an i* 

feft that a 1^^ g-nvernrQent 9^ aftioyfflgTepof?' 

te n W know] 

lenng n aanv kn{j^jy^^ readini 

only 'lay mtk ham tnat is or that 

opinion, 

jukeo Jhdium efe Hhnio' 



For as for Pee fry itfelf, it Is the freeft.frbm 
this objeftion ; for Poetry is the companion of 
camps. I dare undertake, Orlando Furiofo^ or 
honeft king Arthur , will nev^r difpleafe a fol- 
jdier : but the Quiddity of Ens and Prima md^ 
teriaj will hardly agree with a corfelet. And 
therefore, as I faid in the beginning, even ^urks 
and in?r/tfr J are delighted with Poets. Homer a 
Greeks flouriihed, before Greece flourifhed : and 
if a flight conjecture, a conjedture may be op-* 
pofcd, truly it may feem, that as by him their 
* learned men took almoft their firft light of 
knowledge, fo their adtive men received their 
firft motions of courage. Only Alexander* s^x^ 
ample may ferve, who hy Plutarch \s accounted 
of fiich virtue, that fortune was not his guide, 
but his footftool ; whofe afts fpeak for himi 

E 4 though 
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though Plutarch did not, to be indeed the 
Pbanix of warlike Princes. This Alexander^ 
left his Schoolmaftetj living Arijlotky behind 
him, but took dead Earner with him. He put 
the Phiiofopher Callifihenes to death, for his 
feeming philofophical, indeed mutinous ftub- 
bomnefs ; but the chief thing he was ever heard 
to wiih for, was, that Homer had been alive. 
He well found he received more bravery of 
tnind by the pattern of Achilles^ than by hearing 
the definition of fortitude. And therefore, if 
Cato mifliked Fulvius for carrying Enhius with 
_ him to the field ; it may be anfwered. That if 
Cato mifliked it, the noble Fulvius liked it, of 
clfe he had not done it ; for it was not the ex-r 
ccllent Cato Uticenjts, whofe authority I would 
much more have reverenced : but it was the 
former ; in truth a bitter punlfher of faults, but 
ejfe a man that had never fac^ificed to the Graces. 
He mifliked and cried out againft all Greek 
learning ; and yet, being fourfcore years old, 
began to learn it, belike fearing that Pluto un- 
derftood not Latin. Indeed the Roman laws 
allowed no perfon to be carried to the wars, but 
he that was in the foldiers roll. . And therefore, 
though Cato mifliked his muftered perfon, he 
mifliked not his work. And if he had, Scipio 
Nafica (judged by common confent the beft 
Roman) loved him : both the other Scipio bro- 
t)iersj| wl^q h^d by their virtue; no Icfs jfurnames 

than 
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thjft of y^a and iJ/r/Vif, fo loved him, that they 
caufed his body to be buried in their fepulture. 
Fo as Cato's authority being but ag^iinft his per<«^ 
fon^ and that anfwered with fo far greater than 
himfelf, is herein of no validity i 

But now indeed my burthen is great, that 
Platans name is laid upon me, whom I muft/ 
-confefs of all Philofapbers, I have ever efteemed 

reverences .and with e^ooo^a- \ -* '^^ 

fountain out of 

^"^min e wtthj^tjaafQJi* kqjdid it. 
Firft7 truly, a man might malicioufly objedt. 
That PlatOy being a Philojopher^ was a natural 
ca^niy of jP^^/j. Fpr, ipdeed, after the Fbilofo^ 
phers had picked put the fweet myfterics of 
Poetry^ the right difcerning true points of 
knowledge, they forthwith pitting it in me- 
thod ; and. making a fchool art of that whicli 
the Poets did only teach by a divine delightful- 
nefs, beginning tp fpurn at their guides, like 
yngrateful apprentices, were not content to fet 
up ihop for themfelves, but fought by all means 
to difcredit their mafters •, which by the fourcc 
qf delight being barred them, the lefs they 
could overthrow them, the more they hated 
them. For indeed they found for Homer, fevea 
pities ftrove who (hould have him for their ci- 
tizen^ where many cities oanifhed Philofophers, 

as 
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«s not 'fit members 1:6 live among them. For 
ooly repeating certain of Euriptdes^s Vcrfcs, 
«MMay Athenians had their lives faved of the Sy^ 
racujians; where the Athniam themfelvet 
thought many Philofophers unworthy to live. 
Certain P^ets^ as SimmdeSy and Pindar^ had fo 
prevailed with Biero the firft, that of a tyrant 
they made him a juft king : where Plato could 
do fo little with DioTiyJius^ that he himfelf, of a 
PIAloJhpber^ was made a flave. But who Ihould 
<to this, I confefs, Ihould requite the obje&ions 
ftiade againft Pe^ts, with like cavilations againft 
Pbilajophirs' : as' likewife one ihould do, that 
ihould bid one read Phadrus or Symfojium in 
Plato^ or the difcourfe of Love ih^Plutarcbi and 
fee whether any Poet do authorize abominable 
filthinefs as they do. 

Again, A man might afk, Out of what com- 
mon-wealth Plato doth banifli them ? In footb. 
dience where he ' himfelf allowelh community 
of women. So as belike, this,.baniihment grew 
rtot for effeminate wantonnefs, fince little Ihould 
poetical yi«»^/i be hurtful, when a man might 
jhave what woman he lifted. • But I honour phi- 
jbfophical inftruftions, and blefs the wits which 
bred them, fo as they be not abufed, which is 
likewife ft retched to Poetry. Saint Paul himfelf 
ftts a watch^word upon Philofophy^ indeed upon 
the abufc. Sojdoth Plato upon the abufe, not 
iLipon Poet^y^ y^ato found fault that the Poets 

of 



o F P O E S Y. " 5^ 

uions of the Gods, making HgHt tales of thai 
"OnlDOtted effence 5 and therefore would not haVd 
the youth depraved with fuch opinions. Here*.* 
ly much^ be fatd : Let this fuffice. Th^ 
_Jid -not induce fuch opinions, but did 
lniitate\t1iofe opinions already induced. • For 
lU tKe Gr^^y^ ftorie^^ can well teftify, that tha^ 
•very religion of that time,' flood upon many, 
and many-faflxioned Gods : riot taiight ^h^ 
FoetSy but folk)Vved according to their nature 
of imitation. • Who lift may read iA Plutarch^ 
the difcourfes of IJis and OJifis ; Of the cav>fe 
why Ofacles' ceafed ; Of the divine providence; 
and fee whether the ThiolG^ of that iitition, 
flood not upon fuch dreams, which the Poets 
indeed fuperftitioufly obferred^ And truly finc^ , 
they had not the Ifght of Chiriftj did ftiwch 'bet- 
ter in it thaft the Philofephersj who lliak4ng off 
fuperftition, brought 1ft 'Atkeifm. " 
f PlatOj therefore^ whofe authority I had much 
rather juftly conftrue^, than unjtiftly reflft^ maant 
iiot in general of Teets^ in thofe'xvordsof which^ 
Julius Scdliger fairb^ ; ^m atithoritate^ bafbttri 
quidmn atque infipidi^ abutl veHnt ad Poetoi e 
Republicd exig^ndos. But only meant to driVe 
out thofe wrong opinidn<f of the Deity : wherlc-. , 
of now, without further law, Chrijmmy hath 
faken away all the Kuttful bfeKcfj perchiftce as 
he thou^'t,-tiouriflied by the^ efteemed i^rf/.; 

And 
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And a man need go no farther than to Pi^^ 
kimfelf, to know his meaning : who in his Dia- 
logue called lon^ giveth high, and rightly, di- 
J(f\nt commCTdation unto Poetry. So as Plai9 

^^^ x ^j}^^ ^^^^^- ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^' norbaniSinV 

tron^ and not our adverfary. For, indeed, I ha4 
much rather, fiiKe truly I may do it, fhew their 
miftaking of Pla4o^ uoder whofe lion's {km they 
wouid make an afs-like braying againft Poejy^ 
than go about to overthrow his authority- 
whom, the wifer a man is, the more juft caufe 
he Ihall find to have in admiration : efpecialJy 
fincc he attributeth unto Poefy more than jjiyfeif 
do ; namely. To be a very infpiri«g of a diving 
force, far above maa^s wit, as in the forenamed 
Dialogue is apparent. 

Of the other fide, who would fliew the ho« 
nours have been by the beft fort of judgment 
granted them, a whole k^ of examples woul4 
prefent themfelves ; Akxanders, Cafars, Sciptos 
all favourers oi Poets; Lalius, called the Ro- 
man Socrates^ himfelf a Poet ; {q as part of 
Hiautontimeroumenos in Terence, was fuppofed tp 
be made by him. And even the Greel^ Socrates 
whom Jpolh coufirttied to be the only wife man* 
is faid to have fpent pact of his old time in put^ 
tbg yEfofs Fables into verfe. And fherefore, 
full evil ftould it become his fcbolar Plato, ta 
put fuch words in his mailer s mputh again|]t 
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J^oets. But what needs more ? . Arijlotk writes 
the Art of Poefy ; and why, if it Ihould not be 
written ? Plutarch teacheth the ufe to be ga- 
thered of them ; and how, if they Ihould not be 
rea<5 ? And who reads Plutarch's either Hijiory 
or Pkilo/ophy, Ihall find he trimmeth both their 
garments with gards of Poefy. 

But I lift not to defend Poefy with the help of 
his underling Hiftoriographer^ Let it fuffice to 
have fliewed, it is a fit foil for praife to dwelt 
upon^ and what difpraife may be fet upon it, is 
either eafily ovcrconie, or transformed into juft 
commendation. So that fince the excellencies 
of it may be fo eafily and fo juftly confirmed, 
and the low creeping objedtiens fo foon troddeiv 
down ; it not being an a r t of lygS;^ bot of true 
doftrine j nQ^^]yy^|^j| ^ of notable 

iB^ ngpf couragT: .li ot orab ^p^ fflg^}'^ ^^^k 
^^ of Jtr engj^fegSyj ^ baniihed^ 

k^ |i^{]j|^ ^yj ^ Pla ta ^ . let us rather plant more 
laurels for to ingarland the Poets heads (which 
bumour of being laureat,, a^ befides them only 
triumphant captains were, is a fufficient autho- 
rity to fhew the price they aught to be held in) 
than fuffer the ill favoured breath of fuch wrongp 
fpeakers once to blow upon the clear fprings of 
Poefy. 

But fince I have run fo long a career in this 
matter^ methtnks, before I give my pen a fuU 
iiop, it ihall be but a little more loft time to 

ipquire ; 
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; Inquire? ^J^SS*iWr ^^ "loAef of fi;y,ci^Vf;nf 
minds, ftioul'd T)e' grown fo hard a ftep-mother 

all oHiers, fmce all only proceeds from theijr jvit^ 
being, indeed, makers of themfelves, nQt tajters 
of others. How can I but exclaimi 

i 

Mufa mihi caufas mcmora quo nUntine l^fo—^ . 

* 

Sweet Poefy^ tb^^t bath anciently had kings, cm- 
per.ors, fenators, great captainsj ^fuoh as, befidc^ 
a thoufand others, Dtividi Adfidn^ Sophocles^ 
Cermamcus^ not only to fav6ur P^^/j^ but to be 
Poets : and of oiir nearer timesi can^ prefent for 
ber patrons, a Robert )dng of Sicily; the great 
king Francis of France ; king James of Scotland ; 
filch cardinals as Bembus and Bibiena ; ' foch fa- 
mous preaqhers and teachers as Beta and Me^^ 
lanShoni fo learned philofophers ^% Fracaftorhis^ 
and Scaliger ; fo great orators as Pont amis and 
%Muretusi 'fo piercing wits as George Buchanan •^^ 
fo grave counfellors, a&befides many, btit before 
all, that He/pital oi France; than whom, I think, 
that realm'' never broi\ght forth a more acitom- 
pliflicd judgment,/ more firmly' bullded upon' 
virtue ; I fay, Thefe, with liumbers of others,. 
not only to read others Poefiesy but to pcetife for- 
others reading : that Poefy^ thus embraced, in 
all other pl^€fe,'Jfhould only- find, in our time, ^ 
a^iiard iwekome m^n^land; I'think the vary* 

earth 
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earth laments it, aod therefore decka our foil 
with fewer laurels than it was accuftomed. For 
heretofore Poets have in England alfo flouriflied ; 
arid, whieh is to be noted, even in thofe times', 
when the trumpet of Mars did found loudeflt 
And now, that an over-faint quiqtnefs fliould 
feera to ftrew the houfe for Poets, they are, al- 
mofty in as good reputation, as the Mountebanks 
ftt Venice. Truly, even that, as of the ohc fid^ 
k giveth great praifc to Poefy^ which, like Venus 
(but to better pupofc) had rather be troubled 
in the net with MarSy than enjoy the homely 
quiet of Vutcan ; fo ^erveth it f Off a piece of a 
leafcm, why they are lefs grateful to idle Eng-: 
landj which now can fearce endure the paki oF 
a pen* Upon this, neceflarily foHoweth,. Thar 
Baife men, with fervile wits, undertake ity who 
think it enough if . they can be rewarded of the 
printer : and fo as Epaminondas i^ faid, with the* 
honour of his virtue, to have made an office, by^ 
his exercifing it, which before was cohtemptrble,. 
to become highly refpefted ; fo thcfc men, no-* 
more but fetting their names to it,, by thefr oWrJf^ 
dilgracefulnefs, difgrace the naoft gracefulPi?^,; 
For now, as if all the jnufes were got with child/ 
to bring forth baftard Poets, without any com- 
miffion, they do poft over the banks of Helicon^ ' 
until they make the readers more weary thaa' 
poft-horfes; while, m the mean time, they '"' ' ; 
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^ueis meUore lutojinxit pracordia Titan ^ 

are better content to fupprefs the out-fiowings 
of their wit, than by pubiifhing them to be ac- 
counted Knights of the fame order. 

But I that, before ever I durll afpire unto the 
idignity, am admitted into the company of the 
Paper^blurrersy do find the very true caufe of 
our wanting eftimation, is want of defert, takiiig 
upon us to be P&ets in defpight of Po/A/jr. Now 
tvherein we want defert, were a thank-worthy 
labour to exprefs. But if I knew, I Ihould have 
mendecj myfelf j but as I never defired the title, 
fo have I neglefted the means to come by it ; 
only, over maftered by fome thoughts, I yielded 
an inky tribute unto them. Marry, they that 
(Jelight in Po(/^ itfelf, fliould feek to know what 
they do: and how they do, efpecially, look 
theuifelves in an unflattering glafs of reafon, if 
inclinable unto it. 

For Toefy muft not be drawn by the ears, it 
muft be gently led, or rather it muft Ipad^ which 
was partly the caufe that made the antient 
learned affirm. It was a divine, and no human 
Ikill, fincc all other knowledges lie ready for 
any that t ave- ftrength of W it : AJ&jfitaftiio^ 

^^..fflfiSuiU And therefore is an old proverb. 
Orator Jit yPoeta nafcitur^. Yet confefs 1 always, 
Th^t as the fertilefi ground muft be manured, 

X 7 fe 
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fo mull the highefi flying wit have a Gadaks to 
guide bitn. That DadaluSy they fay, both in 
this, and iii other, hath three wing$ to bear it* 
felf up into the air of due commendation; dmt 
is, Jrf, Jmiiafion, and Es^ercife. But thefe, nei- 
ther artificial rule;$, nor imitative patterns, we- 
much cumber outfelves with^U Ex^rcife, in- 
deed, we do, but that, veiyiofe-backwardly.; 
for where we fhould exercife ^to know, 
we exercife as having knoWnj and fo is 
our ' brain delivered of much matter, which 
never was begotten by knowl^e* ' For theie 
,t>€ing two principal .parts, matter to beie^scpne^d 
^by words, and words to cxprefe .the matter, in 
neither, we ufe art or imitation rightly* Our 
^natter hl^&dliiet^ indeed, though wroi^ly pei>^ 
rfbrming 0^/rf*rf verfe .: 

-■ ^ ■ , ' -' 

^icquid cpnabor dicer e^ verfus erU. ; 

■ ' * ■ -> •• ^ -• '. ' ■ 

Never marlhalling it into any aflured rank, that, 

almoft, the teaders cannot tell where to find 
themfelves. * . 

; Cb^uceirj undoubtedly, did excellently in his 
Trof7«x and Cr^ffiday , of whom, truly, I know 
not whether to marvel more, either that he, in 
that mifty time, could fee fo clearly, or that we, 
in this clear age, go fo ftumblingly after him. 
Yet had he. great wants, fit to be forgiven in fp 
.grcijt ,an.antiqi)ity« I account, 2v&tf Mirror of 

F ^ MagiJiraffSf 
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Magiftraies^ meetly furnilhed of beautiful parts* 
And in the Earl of Sutrefs Lyricksj many things 
tafiing of a noble birth, and worthy of a noble 
mind. The Shepherd's Kalander hath much' 
P(wr/y in his Eclogues, indeed, worthy the read- 
ing, if I be not deceived. That fame framing 
of his ftile to an old ruftick language, I daro 
not allow : fince neither Theocritus in Greeks 
Virgil in Latin, nor Sannazaro in Italian^ did 
affedt it. Befides thefe, I do not remember to 
have feen but few (to fpeak boldly) printed that 
have poetical finews in them* For proof where^ 
of, leti43«t,«iail.Qf, the y§rfes..ke put ia.proof. 
^r^l and tli«a.aik the ojeanirigi, and it will be fojjnd, 

^iy^^e. ^ •* tljataoe.y^rjfe did but JhK^^^nothcT,,with6ut 
o^ c^ cv^vs -ordering^a-tjijiis fil'JOt^wW^AoijlA-fee au-^iirlaft ; 
^ ^ ^ ) which beconPie&.^wea&fu&d jaa^k jo£ . werds>^«ith 

I ^y L iiK^^ ^^"'^'.^Pg ^wnd of rhyme, barely accompanied 
^ ^-f^^^vvith r£|0jp. 

'\ Our tragedies and comedies, not without 

caufe,are cried out againft,obferving rules neither 
of honeft civility, nor fkilful poetry. Excepting 
Gorbodue (again I fay of thoCe that I have feen) 
which hotwithftanding, as it is full of ftately 
fpeechcs, and well-founding phrafes, climbing 
to the height of Seneca his flile, and as full of 
notable morality, which it doth moft delight- 
. fully teach, and lb obtain the very end of Poefy ; 
yet, in truth, it is very defeftuous in tYitcircum^ 
Jiances^ which grieves me, becaufe it might not 

remaia 
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^tenmtn as an exaft model of all tragedies. For ^ 

it is faulty both in place and time I the two ne- 
cejQTary companions o^inHJfpB!9!ra<^ions. Fof 
where the ftage ihould always reprefent but one 
place ; and the uttermoft time pre-fuppofed in it, 
ihould be, both by Ariftotle^s precept, and com- 
mon reafon, but one day ; there is both many 
days and many places, inartificially imagined. 

But if it be fo in Gorboduc, hdw much more 
in all the reft ? where you fhall have J/ia of the 
one fide, and Afi'kk of the other ; and fo many 
other under kingdoms, that the player, when he 
comes in, muft ever begin with telling where he 
is, or elfe the tale will not be conceived. Now, 
you fliall have three ladies walk to gather flowers, 
and then we muft believe the ftage to be a gar- ^ 
den. By-and-by, we hear news of a fliipwreck 
in the fame place, then we are to blame if we 
accept it not for a rock. Upon the back of 
that, comes out a hideous monfter with fire and 
fmoke, and then the miferable beholders are 
bound to take it for a cave; while, in the mean 
time, two armies fly in, reprefented with fwords 
and bucklers, and then, what hard heart will 
not receive it for a pitched field? 
^ Now of time, they are much more liberal i 
for ordinary it is, that two young princes fell 
ii^ love ; after many traverfes, flie is got with 
child ; delivered of a fair boy ; He i^ loft, 
croweth a man, falleth in love, and is ready to 

F a gee 






•y 






68 The DETEKCE 

get another child ; and all this in tw^ tmns 
fpace : which, how abfurd it is in fenfe, even 
fenfe may imagine ; and Art hiaA Gaogfct/ arid 
all antient examples juftified^ and at this day, 
the ordinary players in Italy will not err in. Yet 
will fome bring in an example of the Sutiucbxn 
^ennce^ that containeth matter of two days, yet 
far Ihort of twenty years. True it is ; arid To 
was it to be played in two days, and To ^tted to 
the time it fet forth. And though -/%/r^f/j have 
in one place done ariiifs, kt us hit it with him> 
and not mifs with him. 

But they will fay; How then ftall wc fe'l 
forth a ftory which contains both inartf fhces-^ 
and many times /* And do they not know, Thftt 
a tragedy is tied to the laws of Pocfy, and not 
of Hiftory ; not bound to follow thelldry, b^'t 
having liberty either to feign a quite new mat- 
ter^, or to frame the hiftory to the moft traeical 
convenience ? Again, many things may be told, 
which cannot be ihewed : ifjhfjf fcn<^>W'iUi( iljf 

^'^'i'^l^^^M^ As 

for example, I may Ipeak, though I am here,,of 

'*Peruj rfnd in fpecch digrefs from that, to the 

defcription of Calicut : but in adion I cannot 

r^'prefent It,' without Pacolet*s horfe. And fp 

was the nianner the antients took by fome Nttn* 

iiuSf to recount things done in former time, or 

^ ether placeA ^ ^ \., 
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. tq/ify,% \( tfeey will i:eprefent an Hiftory, they 
cauil npt (as Horace faith) begin ab ovo ; but they 
muft come to the principal point of that one 
jodiort which they will reprefent. By e3?ample 
this wiU be the beft expreffed. I have a ftory 
of yaupg; pQhJfirus, delivered, for fafety's fake, 
Wkh gr^at riches by bis fath<^r Priam us, to Po^ 

' Jymnejior king of %^hr^ce^ in the Trojan war time. 
He, aft;ei: fame years, hearing of the overthrow 
of PriamuSf for to make the treafure his own, 
paurthereth the child ; the body of the child is 
|:aken up ; Hccubiay fiie, the fame day, findeth a 
fleight to be revenged moft cruelly of the tyrant. 
Where, now, would one of our tragedy. writers 
begin, but with the delivery of the child ?. Then 
Ihould he fail over ii^to thrace^ and fo fpend I 
.Jjinetw npt how many years, and travel numbers 
pf places. ]5wt wl>erc doth Euripides ? Even 
with the finding of the body ; leaving the reft 
JO be tpld by the fpirit of Polydorus. This needs 
|io f^rth^r to be enlarged ^ the d.ullell wit piay 
conceive it. 

Byt; beljdes tbefe grqfs abfurditles, how all 
i^ti\X pkys be i^eitber right Tragedies nor right 
Coipedies, mingling Kings and Clpwna, not b^- 
,f:aiufe the matter fo carrieth, but tjiruft in the 
flgwn by beadi 2^nd ftioulders to play a part in 

. paajeftical matters, with neither decency nor dif- 
cretion ; fo as rveither the admiration and com- 
miferation, nor the right fpqrtfulnefs, is by their 
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mongrel Tragi-comedy obtained. I know Apuleiui 
did fomewhat fo, but that is a thing recounted 
with fpace of time, not reprefented in one mo- 
ment : and I know the antients have one or two 
examples of Tragi-comedies, as Plauius hath 
Amphyirio. But if we mark them well, we lhall 
find, that they never, or very daintily, match ^ 
hornpipes and funerals. So falleth it out, that 
having, indeed, no right comedy in thtt comical 
part of our tragedy, we have nothing but fcur- 
rility, unworthy of any chafte ears; or fome 
extreme fhew of doltilhnefs, indeed, fit to lift 
up a loud laughter, and nothing elfc : where the 
whole trad: of a comedy Ihould be full of de- 
light ; as the tragedy fhould be ftill maintained 
in a well-raifed admiration. 

But our come dians t hink there is no delight 
without J^ghter, which is very wrong ; for 
though laughter may come with delight, yet 
cometh it not of delight, as though delight 
fliovdd be the caufe of laughter; but well may 
one thing breed two together. Nay, in them- 
fel^^es, they have, as it were, a kind of contra* 
riefy. For delight we fcarcely do, but in things 
that have a conveniency to ourfelves, or to the 
general nature. Laughter, almoft ever cometh 
of things mod difproportioned to ourfelves and 
npture : Delight hath a joy in it either perma- 
rient or prefent : Laughter hath only a fcornful 
tickling. Fw exatnple ; We are ravilhed with 

, : delight 
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delight to fee a fair Woman, and yet are far from 
being moved to laughter: We laugh -at de- 
formed creatures, wherein, certainly, we cannot 
delight t We delip j ht in good chances: We 
Uugh at mifchances :' We delight io hear the 
hd{ipiRyB'WW»Hfiwrds and country, at which 
he were worthy to be laughed at, that would 
laugh : We fhall, contrarily, fometimes laugh 
to find a matter quite miflaken, and/go down the 
hill againft the biajs ; in the mouth of fome fuch 
meii, as for the refpedt of them, one Ihall be 
heartfly forry, he cannot chufe but laugh, jjgdt 
ifo 1*^ rafV|fr pai'^^^ ^^-^'^ifilr^ieihriffi wit^ laughter^ 
Yet deny I not, but that they may go wellto-^ 
gether ; for, as in Alexander's pifture well fet 
out, we delight without laughter, and in twenty 
mad anticks we laugh without delight : fo in 
Hercules, painted with his great beard and furi« 
ous countenance, in a woman's attire, fpinning 
at OmphaWs commandment, it breeds both de- 
light and laughter ; for the reprefenting of (b 
ft range a power in love, procures delight, and 
the fcornfulnefs of the aftion ftirreth laughter. 
But I fpeak to thii^ purpofe. That all the end 
of the comical part be not upon fuch fcornful 
matters as ftir laughter only, but mix with it 
that delightful teaching, which is the end of 
Toejy. And the great fault, even ijn that point 
of laughter, and forbidden plainly by Ariftotk^ 
isj That they ftir laughter in finful things, which 
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arc rather execrable than ridiculous ; ot in mv- 
jerable^ which are rather to be pitied, thaa 
feomed. For what i$ it to make folks gape at 
a wretched beggar, and a beggarly clown : or, 
againft the law of hofpitality, to jeft at ftrangers, 
bccaufe they fpeak not Englijbfo well as we do,| 
What do we. learn, fince it is certain^ 

_NH bidftt inf^ltK paufertas dur'm in fe^ 
^am quod ridicuhs hominis facit f 

But rather a bufy loving couttier^ and a heart* 
left threatning Tbrafo; a felfwife feenfiing 
fchool^mafter; a wry-transformed traveller:' 
thefe, if we faw walk in ftage names, which we. 
play naturally, therein were delightful kiughter^ 
dnd teiching delightfulnefs ; as in the other, th^ 
tragedies of BuebetHon do juflly- bring fofth ^ 
divine admi ra tk)n. 

TSut 1 haveiaviibid out too many words on 
this play-mattey 1 do it, becaufe, as l;hey are 
^^ exeeiling parts 6f Poejyy fo is there none fo 
iiilich ufed in England, and none can be mor6 
pitifully abufed ;< which, like an unmannerly 
daughter, Ihewihg a bad education, caufeth he^, 
mother Poefy^s hontfty to be called in queftion. 

Other fort of Poetry^ almoft, have we none, 
but that Lyrical kind* of fongs and Ibnnets, 
which, if the Lord gave us fo good minds, how 
veil it might be employed, and with bow hea* 

" ' vcnly 
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t vehly ^tt9^ both private and poabd&le^ m: ftigb> 
ang the praifes of the immortal beaiaty^ tke or* 
mortal goodnefs of that God, who giv«?h us 
hands to write, and wits to conceive ; of which 
we might well want 'words, but never matwr ; 
pf which we could turn our eyes to nothing, but 
W9 Ihoutd eve? have new budding occafiods; 

But, truly, many of fuch writings as eotne 
phder thp banner of unrefiftable love, if 1 were 
a miftrefs, would never perfuade nie they were 
in love ; fq coldly they apply fiery fpeecbes, as 
incn that had rather read lovers writings, and fb 
caught up certain fwelling phrafes, which hang 
together like a man that once told me. The wmd 
ffvas at ' Nmth-weft and hy South ; becaufe he 
would be fure to name winds enough ; tbair 
that, in truth, they fee) thofe paffions, which 
:cafily, afi^ I think, may be beWrayed by the fame 
forciblciiefs, or Energia (as the Greeks call it) of 
(he writer;. But let this be a fulEcient, though 
jhort note, that we mifs the right ufe of the 
material point of Poefyi. ' 

Now for the outfide of it, which is wor^, or 
(as I may term it) Diffion^ it is even well worfe c 
fo is that honey flowing mutron EhqueBee^ app%- 
iTelled, er rather difguifed in a cpurteznn like 
painted affedtation. One time with fo far-fetclit 
words that many feem monll:er$, but mvift fe^cu 
grangers to any poor Engli/bman : Another time 
.with courfing of a letter^ u if they wero bdun# 
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to follow the method of a Diftionary : Another 
tiiiie with figures and flowers, extremely winter* 
ftarved. 

But I would this fault were only peculiar to 
Yerfifier^, and had not as large poileffion among 
Profe-printers : and, which is to be marvelled, 
among many fcholars, and, which is to be pi- 
tied, among fome preachers. Truly, I could 
wifti (if at leaft I might be fo bold to Wiih, in 
a thing beyond the reach of my capacity), the 
diligent imitators of Tully and Demojlbenes^ moft 
worthy to be imitated, did not fo much keep 
Nizolian paper-books of their figures and phrafes, 
as by attentive tranflation, as it were, devour 
them whole, and make them wholly theirs. 
For now they cafl: fugar and fpice upon every 
diih that is ferved at the table : like thofc /»• 
diansj not content to. wear ear-rings, at the fit 
and natural place of the ears, but they will 
thruft jewels through their nofe and lips, be- 
caufe they will be fure to be fine. Tulfyy when 
he was to drive out Catiline^ as it were with a 
thunderbolt of eloquence, often ufeth the figure 
of repetition, as Vivit &f 'uincit-j imo in fenatum 
veniiy imo in fenatum venit^ &c. Indeed, inflamed 
with a well-grounded rage, he would have his 
words (as it were) double out of his mouth ; 
and fo do that artificially which we fee rfien in 
choler do naturally* And we having noted the 
grace of thofe words hale them in fometimes tp 
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a Familiar cpiftle, when it were too much cholcr 
to be cholerick. 

How well, ftore of Similiter Cadences doth 
found with the gravity of the pulpit, I ^would 
but invoke Demofthenes^s foul to tell, who with a 
rare daintinefs ufeth them. Truly, they have 
made me think of the fophifter^ that with too 
much fubtlety would prove two eggs three, and 
though he might be counted a fophijler, had 
none for his labour. So thefe men bringing in 
fuch a kind of eloquence, well may they obtain 
an opinion of a feeming finenefs, but perfuadc 
few, which Ihould be the end of their finenefs. 

Now for fimilitude in certain printed dif- 
courfes, 1 think all herbalifts, all ftories of beafts, 
fowls and filhes are rifled up, that they may 
come in multitudes tp wait upon any of our 
conceits, which certainly is as abfurd a furfeit 
to the ears as is poflible. For the force of a 
fimilitude not being to prove any thing to a 
contrary difputcr, but only to explain to a will- 
ing hearer ; when that is done, the reft is a moft 
tedious pratling, rather overfwaying the memory 
from the purpofe whereto they were applied, 
than any whit informing the judgment already 
either fatisfied, or by fimilitudes not to be fatis- 
fied. 

For^y part, I do not doubt, when Antonius 
and Craffui^ the great forefathers of Cicero in 
eloquence^ the one (as Cicero teftifieth of them) 
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llii^HcN^ W^ ti> kww^ a^ijt, the other nol' ta^t 
by it, becaufe with a plain fe^'bl,«n?f$ the^ 
Hl^tv vKi^ credit pf ppp^^ac eais, which credit 
M \)^ t^df^ft ftep to p^tfuskfiofi (which pcrfuafioii 
|S't^ ohi^f- mark of oratory) 1 4o not doubt, I 
fyft Iwf <hat they ufcd tUe& knocks very fpai:? 
^ly ; whiofh who doth generally uf^, any nj^a 
B^y ftCx dock dance to his own niufick ; aq^d {q 
|0 be nored t^y the audience^ mare oareful tq 
fpeak cy^mjly than truly ^ Undoubtedly (at le^fl: 
$0 my opinion undoubtedly) I have found in 
fivers foiaU-leamed courtiers a more found ftile, 
than itt fonae profeflbrs of learning ; of which I 
caw gwft BO other caufe, but th$t the courtiey 
fellQWil^ that which by pra^i^e he fifide^b fit 
ftft to aature, therein (though he ki>QW it not) 
fipih according to art, though vjbA hy art : wlp^ere 
jH^ othei, v»fing ar? to ibiew ar^, wd noc hid? 
*r| (»$ ift thefip caffs he ftmuld do) fly^th frqqi 
Haiure, and indeed abvfeth art. 

BiW wh^t ? methinks I deferve to he pQ\;ft4e4 
fof flraymg from Polity to Oraitqry : but botk 
]wive fuck an ^ffiniiy in the wordifti conM^iF^tL- 
0m i that I think ih'^ digreffion wi|l n^ke my 
fneaaiifig receive th^ fuller undcrfts^niding : which 
ia not to take upon me tp teach P^U how they 
fhould do, but only finding niyfelf fick an^ong 
nhe reft, f e ^ew fome one or twp fpots of the 
^common infeiftion grown anxQng |he j^oA part 
of writeis } tk^t^ a^kpowkdgifig Qurfelves fome- 

what 



\ 
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vrliatawiy^'vie toay bend to tfaie Tight ofe^bfdA 
of matter /znd Miamer : Whereto bur langudfgi 
givech as great occafion, beings kdieed^ cap^lt 
of any excellent exercifing tyf it. i ikacrt^ ,fyfat 
mil fey. It is a mingled langi^e : AoA ^hf 
not fo much the better, taking the Jbeift ^f (^^ 
the other ? i^nother ^vill fay. It ^^h^t^^t@i%ifi4. 
mar. May., truly, it bdih tbtt ptelitt, thA it 
wants not Gram»jar ; for Grammar 4t mighir 
bav€>'but it needs it not ; being' fo^^alfy in itfelf^ 
and fo vend of rbofe cumberfisnie dl^^t^ee '^ 
CafiSj GenderSy Mo$ds^ and Ten/e^ ; whkfh, I 
think, was a piece of the tower '6f Bak^nfk 
curfe, that a man ihould be put to fehddl t# 
ieafrn his moAer toogue. But for,|^fkfe uftcting 
fwecjifty and properly the cdmjeit 'of ^%e niind, 
which is the end of fp^cbi that i^tk itdq^tSlf 
trith any otber tongue in tlie worW, ^ai h p&r^ 
ticularly happy in'compofitiohsof two^rtbtM 
words together, near the Greeks far beySnd Itit 
Latin ; which is one of the greateft beautles^tt 
be iki 'a language. 

N<*w of vdffifying, there are two forts, ^ 
onaMi/i^/y the other 4»&dprn; #he trntieht^ackiA 
tS^e 4^uaDtity of -each iyllable, aad iik:cor<Iing t<> 
thi^ framed bis verfc ; the fnederh^ obfcnriflg 
only number, with fome regard of the accent, 
the chief life of it ftandeth in that like founding 
of the words, which we call rhime. Whether 
of tbefe be the moreexcelient, would bear many 

>. ,; .^. Speeches; 
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fpeeches ; the antient, no doubt^ more fit for 
muiicky both words and time, obfervuig quan- 
tity ; and more fit lively to exprefs divers paf- 
fions, by the low or lofty found of the well- 
weighed fyllable. The latter likewife^ with his 
jrhime ftriketh a certain mufick to the ear ; and, 
in fine^ iince it doth delight, though by another 
way, it obtaineth the fame purpofe; there be- 
ing in tit)\tx fweetnefiy and wanting in neither, 
majejiy* Truly, the Englijh, before any vulgar 
language, I know, is fit for both forts ; for, for 
the ahtient, the ItaUan is fo full, of vowels, that 
it muft evier be cuuibred with EUfiom. The 
Dutch fo, of the other fide, with confonants, that 
they cannot yield the {wcet JliaUng fit for a verfc* 
The French, in his whole language, hath not one 
word that hath his accent iu the laft fyllable, 
faving two, called Antepenuliima ; and little 
more hath . the Spanijh ; and therefore teiy 
gracelefsly may they ufe Dadiles. The EngHJb 
is fubjedt to hone of thefe defe&s« 

Now for rhime, though we do not obJferve 
quantity y yet we obferve the accent very precife- 
ly, which other languages either cannot do, or 
will not do fo abfolutely. That cafura, or 
breathing- place, in t^e midft of the.verfe, nei- 
ther Italian nor Spanijh have, the French, and we 
never almoft fail of. Laftly, even the very rhime 
itfelf the Italian cannot put in the laft fyllable, 
by the F)rencb named the Mafculine rhime, but 
3 . ftill 
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ftill in the next to the laft, which the French call 
the Female ; or the next before that, which the 
Italian calls Sdrucciola : the example of the for- 
' mer, is Bwmo^ Suono ; of the Sdrucciola^ is Fe- 
mina^ Semina^ The French^ of the other fi^e, 
hath both the Male^ as BoUy Son, and the i^« 
enale^ as Plaije, Tai/e i but the Sdrucciola he hath 
.not : where the Englijh hath all three, as Due^ 
^rue^ Father y Rather ^ Motion , Potion i with 
much more which might be faid, but that al- 
ready I find the trifling of this difcourfe is much 
too much inlarged. 

So x)xztjince the ever praife-worthy Poe^ is 
full of virtue, breeding delightfulnefs, and void 
of no gift that ought to be in the noble name of 
learning ; Jince the blames laid againft it are 
neither falfe or feeble ; Jince the caufe why it is 
»riot citeemed in England^ is the fault of Poet- 
ape$,not Poets : Since ^ laftly, our tongue is moft 
fit to honour Poefy, and to be honoured by Poefji 
I conjure you all that have had the evil luck to 
. read tfeis ink-wafting toy of mine^ even in the 
name of the nine Mufes^ no more to fcorn the 
facred myfteries of Poefy ; no more to laugh at 
the name oi Poets y as though they were next 
inheritors to fools ; no more to jefl: at the reve- 
rend title of a rhimer ; but to believe^ with Arif- 
totle; That they were the antient treafiires of 
tht Grecians divinity ; 7h believe^ with BembuSy 
Thac«hey were^firft bringers in of all civility ; 
) 2i 
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1& hikw^ with ^Scaliger^ That tid Phikfopber^s 
jfjUteMffld can footier ^nake you an honeft mait^ 
than Ae readkig of Virgil; To ielieve^ with 
Chttferusy the <tranflator of Cormtus^ That it 
ipteefed the heavenly Deity by HefiodznA Horner^ 
Hhdw the veil of fables, to give U6 all Know- 
ledge, Ls^y Rbfftmck^ Bhilofaphy Natural and 
iifGfral, atid %iW non? To believe^ with, me, 
iThat there are many myftcrics contamed in Po^ 
^^fry, Whkh of purpofe were written darkly, left 
4y^^«fane wits it £hould be abufed^ %heM€ve, 
With Landin, That they are fo beloved of the 
^gofls, that whatfoever they write, pro^ds of a 
divifle' fury. Laftly, 9a Mieve themfelves, when 
they tell you, They will make you immortal by 
their vcrfes. 

Thw doing, your names fhall flourifli in the 
;j)tinters (hops : Thus doing, you Ihall be of kin 
*0 fmmy a poetical preface : Thus doing,, you 
JfliaM be moft fair, moft rich, moft wife, moft 
'«ll; ¥ou ihall dwell upon fuperlatives : Thus 
adding, though you be Libertino fatre natus, yott 
ftall *^dcnly grow Hercuka proles^ 

Si fMid mmC^rmmapoJiintm 

Thus doing, your foul ihall be iplace^ .wit|t 
)DMt€*s BeatrtKy t)r Virgil's Ancbifis. 

But if (fie <rf fuch a Bytl) .y<»i b<J .^n :j&> 
^noir.tfae dulUindkifg CatMmS Qi.Mus^^nt y^u 

cannot 
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tannot hear the planet-like mufick of Poetry ; 
if you have fo earth-creeping a mind, that it 
€a.nnot Jift itfelf up to look to the fty of Poetry, 
€>r rather^ by a certain ruftical difdain, will be« 
come fuch a Mome^ as to be a Momus of Poetry: 
Then, though I will not wifli unto you the afs's 
^9xs of Midas, nor to be driven by a Poet^s verfes, 
a^ Bub$nax was, to hang himfelf ; not to be 
rhim^d to death, as is faid to be done in Ireland ; 
yet thus much curfe I muft fend you in the be* 
half of all Poets ; That while you live, you live 
in love, and never get favour, for lacking ikill 
of a fonnet ; and when you die, your memory 
die from the earth, for want of an epitaph. 
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OBSERVATIONS, 5te. 




NOtHiNG in our ag6, 1 hive obferved, is 
mare prepofierous^ than the running 
Judgments vi^on Poetry and Poets; when we 
ihall hear thofe things commended^ and cried 
up for the belt writings, which a :Aian would 
fcarce vbuchfafe to wrap any whoklbme drug 
in I he would never light his tobacco with 
them. ^And thofe men almoft named for mira* 

^clcs, who are yet fo vile, that if a man Ihould 
go about, to examinci and correct them, he mult 
make all they have done, but one blot. Their 
good is fo inrangled with their bad> as forcibly 

. one muft draw on the other^s death with it. A 
fponge dipt in ink will do all ; 

G 3 ^im^^Comiletur 
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• Cmitetur punka Ubrum 

Spgngia. ' 
Et paulo pollt , . 

Nm muUa pojfuta^ una Utura potefl. 

Yet their vices have not hurt them : Nay, d 

great many they have profited ; for they have 

been loved for nothing elfe. And this falfe 

-of^inion grows (Irong againft the beft men : If 

.ttfec 4c take iQt tvitfe* tKei IgfioranU G^ias/ih 

his time, was preferred to Cicero; (o far, as the 

ignorant durll. They learned him without 

book, and had him often in their mouths : But 

A man cannot imagine that thing fo foolifh, or 

tuide, but will findi and enjoy an admirer; at 

Jedft/ a reader, or SpeStaior. The puppets are 

;fteft now in defpigbt of the players; Heatb^s 

]£plgfam$j ^tyArXht SktiUif^s Poems Jlave their ap- 

-jplaXife; "Theirc> are nev^ * wantiiig, .tbat^ dare 

. |)refer the Worft Breaeb9rs^x\i^: wocft .Pleaders , 

' the Worft Poets : Not ihatiithe ibetter Kav? left 

to write, of ff^eak * betJter, but that they that 

' hear them-jndge worfe; Noif ^^* P^jus dicunf^ 

fed a eorrupHus judlcant. N^y, if <it were put 

tb the queftion of the Water-rimers works, 

ag^intt dpencer^Sy I doubt not, but they would 

find more Suffrages ; becaufe the moft favour 

common vices, out of a prerogative the vulgar 

have^ to lofe their judgements; and like that 

which is naught. 

3 Poetrjf^ 



'^i^ttrfi^^lAi kttir ifegi, 4ath prtfrcdiut a 

tltehiftilTts t&h^i 4^ given timt liaq^cs tip to 
l^r faito)ly« <'^^j^4)aho^bave butJfaluted heroic 
t4i6 1>yV and ik>W*ai(d then tendered dieirvifits, 
Vko h^LtH ^nt 4MdK4ar» ai^d advanced in l^ 
^^t ^^l^^Wn.pMifeffil^ (b<^ 2he£iaiqaiKd 
^(^;/^r7j Bey<lndf^<«}l ^isy cMld have hoped, 
o** -dohe ^ for tHetbfelves, withouc fecr favour* 
W^i^rdin ihe ^^h-etiiulafe' the.jiidieious^but 
wapodero^^s bouncy^ the times Grandees: 
%%o *6tutnU!ate all ib^y can Aipon^rhe Parafite, 
%^frijf^nkm (a th^tr IfiUndfliip^ but think an 
«4$rtf>^lieitt9 or b<meft ferV^Mt, bmmd by hi^ place 
•to^ write and ftarve. 

fodedd, the multitude commend wckest, as 
they dicy fencers, or ivreftlers ; who if they come 
fin robbffipufly, and put for it, with a dealof 
*Vfelencc, are received for the ^rave^^/Mows : 
*' When, mdiiy times their own rudenefs is a cauie 
-^bf thfeir di^^acc; and a flight totieh of their 
;adverfary, gives all that bbtfterotis force the 
' foil. 3»^t in. thefe ^hihgs, Hthe tMfkilful Are na- 
•tutally ctc^cfeiv^d, and jud^ng wholly by the 
' bqik, thirtk fpde'thiijigs greater than poHlhed ; 
^ ^nd fcattered ftiore numerous, than compofed ; 

J^or think this, only iq be true in the fordid 
^ multitude, but th^ neater fort of our Galianis i 

For all arc the mukkude; only they differ la 
^ deaths, not in judgment or underftanding. 

G 4 Iremem- 
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t I/rfedafmber,: thje player^: havi^f p^n wiB^tl^ 

onedib as annhont!>ur to Sbai^Jp^i^e, .that ia kif 

wri|mgv^(whatfo!ever M peiine^) hcci^v^.M 

ouca. line.1 My'anfisrer harfi.ibeenp w^ld hf 

haili blotted a thoiifand.i !>VVhich they thought 

a 'malevolent Speech^ /I t^ ©Ot tpkl pofteritjr 

th;is/l3ut for their ignarAnc^^i who: chofe. thajt 

^ircochftance- tOj cooimc^d ^thejii: friend) bj^ 

wherein he inoftfawkedi: An4 tojuftify ijiin^ 

I own candour, (for I lov^dthe msm and do lia* 

/ nour to his memory, 9^ t^is fide idolatry, aa 

I .much as any.) tie ^ wa? ; (jigd^ed) honeft,^an4 

.of jan open ^n^ fnc rnMfiiTp, ;/ ha4 an- fi^c^Uent: 

Fhanidfy j brave: tfotirtiWito4 gfiitflc, pxf^e^ny 

ivherein he flowed with that facility, that fomiH 

^tinie it wks neq^ffary h^ A^wW be flopped : 

(y Suj/iamiHahdus erat ; i ^s 4i^g^us Mdoi, Hai^ 

/ riusr ' HU wit wfis ^Ur his pwa .powfsr ; :WipuJd t|je 

/ trule of it h^d been fo too ! Many ximes; he fcjil 

' into th^r^ things, that could not efbape laqghtiei": 

A?i!wl\^q' he. fjwd in the, perfojj of Cafar^ ogc 

fpeakiog to him; ; Cafar thou doft me. wrongs 

. J^ replied, :Ci^ar did never ,wr$xig^[ bu^t wUhjtiJi 

'X^ufei apd fuch like; which ^y.er(?,ri3iculQ.us• 

. But he. rcdeeiixed. his " vices with his . virtues. 

f h?;e was i;ver. more in hinx to, be praifed', than 

f to be paifdooed. " - » . . . 

In. the .difference of. wits, I have obfervc^, . 
t ther?: fi^rc many . nptes 2 And, it is a little Mai^£y. j> ^ 

to ki^pw' theiii j>^ ^to'difcern, what every nature,^/ 
. 2 : , ^ ' every* 
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*vtry difoofitiQn wiy bear : For, before we fow* 
our land,,. ^Ate fliQuld plough it. There are no 

.fewer forms oif minds, than of bodies amongft 

,us, . Thie variety is, incredible ; and therefore 
■we muft fearch. Some are fit to make Divines t 
ibme P^efs ; ., &nie La^wyers ; fome Tbyjicians : 

,Some tQ bc'fejQt to the plough, ?nd trades. 

^,. ,1rhere,is w pofltrine will dp good, where 

-Nature is, wanting. Some wits are fwelling and 
high i others Jow and flill ; fome hot and fiery, 
others cold and dull^ . one mufl have a bridle, 
tjie other a fpur. . : : v 

'- There be foqae that are fptward and bold ; 

^and thefe'willido every little thing eafily ; I 
piean that js hard by, and next them, which 

^they will utter, unretarded without any fliame- 

-faftnefs.' Thi^fe .neyer perform nmcb, but 

^quickl%0 They, rare, what they are on the fud- 
den ; they Ihew ^prefently like Grainy that, 

^ fcatt?red.en.tbe,tftp:Qf the ground, Ihoots up, 
but. takes, np roqt ; has a, yellow bjade, but the 
i^ar empty. They are wits of good promife gt . 

. firft, ^b.ut there is an. Ingeni-Jiilium : They ftand | 
iliirat fixt^een, thgy get no higher^, / 

You have others, that labour only to often- 
tstion; .and are ever more bufy about the co- 
lours and furface of .^ work, than in the matter 
and foundation : for that is hid, the other is 

• leen. » » . . ... 

!. ' . Others, 
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dthefs, that ih cdlmjfbfhrbn ar^ n&ft?n j^ 
what is rough ihd brtik^ i ^a pirjSm^if?, 
ahaque fa9id caduhL And jf It ^atitd'dohlb 
gently, they trouble It df pUrj;)ore: THcy 
would not have it fuh Without tubs, a^ ff th^t 
ftyle wcri mof^ ^"to^ti^ ^ttjj fiiaiily; "tfett Hiintk 
the eir with a kthd bf Une'T^ehtifefe. \Tft6(e'ittWi 
err not by chance, tiut ktevVttg^ Ihrf \<rftHng- 
ly ; they are like men thatafllft i fi&i'^ iu 
themfelves, have fome ixngulatitjr fe a %tt, 
cloak, or hait-bahd i brthdr beirrdS; ?pet5Sdihr 
cut to provoke beholders, and Yet a^iiix ujnm 
themfelves. They %ould be i^riffifehtied, 
while they are /looked W. ' An'd Vhls -titfe , ^^rtc 
that is in authority with 'the reft, lovittg, "Mo- 
vers over to them to be irtiltiated ; {o that cift* 
times the faults vvhich he fell ' into, the t>thef s 
leek for : this is the; danger, Whtn vtce becom^ 
a Precedent. • . < . 

Others there are, that have tto Gompofitibn 
at all ; but a kind oftuning, and rh>TOing fall, 
in what they write. It runs and Aides,' and^bn- 
ly makes a found. Womens^Pe>^/i they'5itc 
called, as you have Womens-^r^forJ. 

^bey write a verfe^as fmopthy as foft^ai cream \ 
In wbuh there h no toi rent y nor f car ce Jir earn. 

You may found thefc wits, and find the depth 
of them, with your middle finger. They are 
Cream-bowl^ or but puddle. 

Some 
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Some that turn /^V^er < sll books, aftd a^e 
eqf^aHf feiirchihg lA all ^apers^ tliatwmc.oQt 
of what tbey pitfently find or meet, without 
«ftdi2:^i t{y wWfch means it happoks^ tliat what 
fbey ha^e <diferedited, and impii^;ptcd in iHiewprl;^ 
tiliey liave buffore^ 'Or after extolled the fame in 
iiiibther; jSoth arc all the Efayifts^ eiren their | ^ 
itiaftet Mmtmgni. Thefe in all th«y ivfitei, cofi* | i/ 
fefs (itll what books tbey have read laft ; and rl / * 
thereiti their own foil}?, (o much, that they ///^/^/^f]^ 
bring' it to the Stake raw and undigefted : not i / 

tliat the plaee did need it neither; but that 
tHey thought tfaemfelves fumiihed and would 
veAtit. ' • • 

' Some again (who alter they have got autho* 
tlty, or; whid) islefs^ optoioo, by their wrtt« 
Ihgs, to liave read miidi)4ane'pr^eiitly^cafi;ign 
vtfhble^ bdOks and' authors^ and, lye fafcly* For 
wHat ikever tva^^ wiU not eafily be fpund; not 
by the moft Curious. 

An^^me^'1>f«a cunning protellatipn^ngainft I 

all rifadin^, ^d faJfe vendtfacitxi of, their o;yn 
Naturals^ think to divert the Sagadtj of their 
readers from tfaemfelves, and cool tie fcent pf 
their own Fittc^ke thefts ; when yet th^y. are to 
rairlL^ as a man may find whole pages together 
iffurp^ * from< one author. Their ncceflittei 
compelling them to read for prefent ufe, which 
could not'be ki^any books ; and fo come forth 
more ridiculouflyi ^nd palpably guilty than 

thofe. 
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thofe, wKo Kecaufe thfey cannot grace, tntjf yet 
Wdtdd flajider their indqftry* , 

But the wretchcder are. the obilinatc coo* 
temners 6f ail helps iind arts i fueh:as preAini- 
*ing on their own Naturals (which perhaps aie 
excellent) dare deride all diligence^ and feseni t0 
mbtk at the terms, when they undcrftapd not 
the tbings^; thinking that way ta^et off wit- 
tily, ^kh their ignorance. Thefe are imitated 
often by fuch as are their peeifs in negligence^ 
though they cannot be in nature : and they 
titter all they can think, with a kind of vio- 
lence and Indifpofition I unexamined^r without 
relation, either to perfon, place, or aijy fitne(s 
elfe ; and the more wilful and ftubborn they 
are in it^ the more learned they arc efteemed of 
the Multitude^ tbrmigh their exiSellent vice of 
judgment i who think thofe things the (Ironger 

" that have na art j as if to break/ were better 
than to open ; or to rent afunder, gentler than 
to Icofe. 

It cannot bvt come to j)9rsf .th%t* ijbefe meii, 
who commonly feek to do ntspre than enough, 
may fometimes happen on fomething that is \ 
£Ood and great ; but very, feldom r and when 

^ it comes, it tlofh «ot recompencethcfeft of t^eir 
ill. For their jefts, and their fentences, (which 

' they only, and ambitiouily feek for) ftick owit^ 
and are more eminent ; - becaufe all is ibcdid^ 
and vit$ about them ; as Ughts. ajce more . dif- 

. cerned 
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/eerned in a thick darkoefs^ than a faiQt&adoMF. 
Now bccaufe they fpcak all they can (however 
unfitly) they arc thought to have the greater 
copy ; whfere the learned ufe ever eledion, and 
p, mean ; they look back to what they Intended 
^t firil^ and make all an even and proportbned 
-body. The- true artificer will not: rim away 
from nature, as he were afraid of her ; or de- 
part from life, and the likenefs of truth ; but 
tpeak to the capacity of his^ hearers. And 

* though his langixage differ from • tb« viilgar 
' fomewhat, it ihall not fly from all; humanity, 
' with the Tamer ^lanes^ zndTamer^O:smi of the 

* late age, which had nothing in them but the 
Jienical ftrutting, and furious vociferation, to 
"warrant them to the ignorant gapers. He 

knows it is his. only, art, fo to carr^ it, as^ none^ 
but artificers perceive it* In the mean time, 

♦perhaps, he is called barren, dull,, lean, a poor 
Writer, (or by what contmtnelbus word can 
porne in their cheeks) by.thefe men> who with- 
out labour, judgment, knowledge, or almofl 

' ienfe, are received or {irefesred^^orehun;! He 
gfatulates them,^ apd their iortune. Another 
age, or;}ui]ter nien, will acknowledge the virtues 
of his^^ftudie^, his wifdom in dividing,^ his ibb- 

"tlety in arguing, with what ftrength- he doth in-. 

vipir'c his^ reaNters, with what fweetncfshe flrok^s 
them ; In* inffeighing, what iharpnefs i ny j^, 
what urbanity he ufcs : how he doth reign in 

mens 
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mens afftdiobs ; how Invade, and fnreak' in up* 

.cm thdn ; amd makes ihAi ihiikls Hke< tihis t]im£; 

iienrrices. Tben sb bb ^Ibcrntion, to>beiiol<|^ 

what wwd tt proper^ wbidi ^batfa ornament:9^ 

' which height^ what is . beiuiiluUy trai^ibiled^ 

where figures are £t, >srhtch^iitJe^.wbich;ilrong; 

to fiiew the compofieicMi Manif: Jixtd. \t^^. ^e 

hath aroided faim^; -cbfctttey obfcene, iatdid, 

Immble^ improper, or effcmtndtei^&rii/i? j which 

is not only ^raifed i>r the zntoil^ but comniejided 

(vi^bich is worfe) efpecialty f^r.that it afrnin^g]ir« 

I know no difeaie'^of^ the Sffuif' but Igmtence ; 

, not of the artsrand ftiences^.hut of itfelf : Yet 

relating to tfa<^ it is ^ peVnidous J?t;/4^the 

darkner of man's life, the difturber of his Rta* 

foHt and common coilfdufsd^r of Truth \ with 

< which a man goes groping ip the dark, no 

otherwife than if he-w^re^blind. -Great under* 

, itandings are mod wracked cand troubled with 

it:; nay, fometimes they will rather chnie;ta 

die, than not to know the things theyAudy for* 

Think then what an «vi(l it:is,.a(Qd what good 

the'contrary* , -: ' 

' Knowledge is the a&^oB of the SomU . stid is 

perfed without' i the SMfis,: asrhaiing the feeds 

of all Scknei and Vttinehsi itfelf .; ibucfnot with* 

out. the iervice of rbe Senjcsy; . by thofe OVgans 

-the Saul works:, ihe is a /perpetual agent, prompt 

4od fubtl^; but ofte.$/flexil^e, ;4fi^^ erting, in- 

. tafigUng htrfeJf like.* filk-V/orij^j but her ii^^- 

' fin 



and cuts 
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Jfi^^ \% a weapon ,with two edges, \ 
t&roJb&. ^in her fiifdighjrions' oft- ti 
ici^ats^gut her py, aije i^e takes in errors into 
liter, by the lame cbriduit* Ihe dotb' truths. 
,, . EAfe and relaxation are profitable to all ftu- - 

|3ie§ • . ^{i^Vi mm<i?^^'f*^^ a;. bo'Nv, the-flroi^cr by H 

Ib^iipjg,* unb^nti' ^Btit t^e' tetiiper Tn Tpitliy lis -all, 

iyvlicn"to qbiifriiaiid^ a piati*s wit, when to favoin" 

it, I . have knovi^n a rftan vehement on both 

fides, that khevv no ixiean; either to intermit' his 

jftydiesj^oc calt^upoa them ^gain. When he 

^Kath/fet hi tAfeir to writing, hfe wonld ^oiri night 

to day, prtfs, upoij, hiihfeli: withdutyreieare, nof 

,ltiiQdi43g if tili he fainted; and' when he left off, 

xefolve^ himfelf inta all fpo^ts, ,aqd jbofenefs 

^gain, tjiai itv^ras alnibft a defpair to draw' him 

^,.i^is, bppk,: Ipjat once;^ got to. it,* he grcur 

.#rpngcr,',fand inpre earneft by the cafe.' His 

^whole/.ppwers ,vvere rehevyed ; he would Work 

.outvof. himfelf what he defired; but with fuch 

^ie^(;efsj( as, hiV/.A^ldy.. could not, be r,uled; he 

knew not ho\y to difpofe his own abilities^ or 

hwibandf^them,' he was of that immoderate 

f>vvcr:,^gynft i)imlelr. JNor wa5. he Only, a 
QXi^i^x^^Vi^^ but 

. his fuhtlcty cliq npt ihe w itfelf ; his judgment 
.thought that a vice : for the ambu{h hurts more 
. that IS hid. He heVer forced .his language, nor 
/went out of the highway of 5/>i/?(//;^, but for 
foine great neccffity, or appat'ent profit : for he 

denied 



\ 
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denied Figures tQ \>t, iqycnted for prnimpn^, but 
for aid; and ftill thoi^ht it an extreme rftad^ 
nefs to bend, or wreft, th^t which ought to tc 
tight. • • - 

It is no wonder y mens eminence appears but 
in their own way. VirgiVs felicity left hiiri in 
profe, as Tally's forfook Him in verfe. SaluJPs 
Orations are read in the honour of ftory ; yet 
the moft eloquent Plato*s fpeech^ which he 
made for Socrates^ is neither worthy of the Pdr 
trorty or the Perfon defended. Nay, in the famb 
kind qi Oratory y and vyhere the matter is one, you 
Ihail have him that reafons ftrongly, .open neg- 
ligently ; another that prepares well, not finilh fo 
well ; And this happens not only to brains, but 
to bodies. One can wreftle well ; another ruti 
well ; a third leap, or throw the bar ; a fourth 
lift, or ftop a cart going : Each hath his way 
of ftrength. So in other creatures ; ^me dogs 
are for the deer, fome for the wild boar, fomc 
are fox-hounds, fome otter-bounds. Nor'iifc 
all hprfes for. the cart, and paniers. 

I have known ni^ny excellent men,' that wodld 
fpeak fuddenly to the admiration of their hear- 
ers ; who upon (Iwdy and premeditation hafc 
J?een forfaken by ^ their own wits, and no way 
anfwered their /ame : their eloquence was 
greater than their reading. ; and the things they 
uttered, better than . thofe they knew: their 
fortune defer\ed better of them, than their care. 

For 
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For men of prefent fpirits, and of greater wits 
than ftudy, do pleafe more in the things they 
invent, than in ihofe they bring. And I have 
heard fome of them compelled to fpeak, out of 
neceffity, that have fo infinitely exceeded them- 
fclves, as it was better, both for them and tHeir 
auditory, that they were fo furprized, not pre- 
pared. Nor was it fafe then to crofs them, for 
their adverfary, their anger made them more 
eloquent. Yet thefe men I could not but love 
and admire, that they returned to their ftudies. 
They left not diligence (as many do) when 
their ralhnefs profpered ; for diligence is a great 
^ aid> even t o an indifferent wit : when we" are" 
not contented 'with the examples of our own 
age, but would know the face of the former. 
Indeed, the more we confer with, the more we 
* profit by, if the perfons be chofen. 

One, though he b^ excellent, and the chief, 
is not to be imitated alone: for no imitator^ 
ever grew up to his auth or ; Hkenetrts ^always 
on'*t:Tiis"ffcle trutkl Yet there happened in my 
time one noble Speaker^ who was full of gravity 
in hiifpeaking. His language (where he could 
fpare, or pafs by a jeft) was nobly cenfonous. 
No man- ever fpake moire neatly, more preftly, 
more weightily, or fufFered lefs empUniefs, left 
idlenefs, in what he uttered. No member of 
his fpeech, but confifted of his own graces. His _ 
hearers could not cough, or look afide frW 

TT him. 




<-? ' ^ 
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lliIi1^ without lofs. He comaiaRdcdwherc lie 

fpcke ', and had his judges a'.igry and pkafcd at 

Irh devotion. No- man had th-cir affeSions 

more iu his power. The fear of e very maa 

that heard him^ was, IcOT h<! ihould make an 
endr^ -— . -^nrrr-. _. 

Jcero Is laid to be the, only wit, tha4: the peo- 
ple of PvO/^ie had equalled to tl>eir empire. Inge^ 
u'lum par Impa'io. We have Ijad many, and ir^ 
their. leveral ages, (to take in but the former 
&c:ilumj Sir Tkojuns More^ the elder Wiat^ 
Henry Earl of Surry, Chaloner^ Smithy - Eliot, 
IJ. Gardinsr^ were for their times admirable ; 
and the more, becaufe tKey began eloquence 
with us. Sir Nicolas Bocon was lingular, and 
iilmofl: alone, in the beginning of Queen Eliza* 
bcth's tiuK. Sir Philip Sidney, and Mr. Hooker^ 
(in different matter) grew great matters of wit 
and language, and ia whom all vigour of inven- 
tion, and ftrengtli of judgment met. The Earl 
of E/J2x, noble and high ; and Sir IValter Raw- 
U'igh, not tol)e contemned,, either for judgment 
or ftyle ; Sir Henry Savilc, grave, and truly 
lettered ; Sir Edwin Sandys, excellent in, both ; 
\Lord Eger/on^ the chancellor, a.grave and' great 
lorator; and^beft, when he was provoked* But 
/ \ iiis learned and able (though unfortvuiate) Sue* 
* ^v' cejjor, is he who hatli filled up all numbers, and 
performed tbat in our tongue, which may be 
compared, or preferred, cither to Iniblent Greece^ 
6 or 
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o'r haughty Rome. In Ihort, within his view,' 
and abmit his times, were all the wits born, that 
could honour a language, or help lludy. Now 
things daily fall : Wits grow downw^ard^ and 
J^Uquence grows backward : fo that he may be 
named, and ftand as the mark and dK^y\ of our , 
language. 

I have ever obferved it to have been the office 
of a wife -patriot, among the greateft affairs of 
theS/tf/^, tbtalce cai-e of the V^ommn-we atlh of 
Bearntng. For fchools, they are tfhe Seminaries 
of-ftate; and nbthing is worthier the iludy of a 
Aatefmari, than that part of the Repuhlick^ which 
we call x!tit. Advancement of Letters. Witnefs 
the care of J7A////i C^7<?r/whoia the heat of the,; 
civil war writ his books qf Analogy ^ and dedi- 
cated them to Tully. This made the late'Lord 
St: AWan entitle his work, No^uumPrganwu : • 
which though by the moft of fpperficlal mes, 
who cannot 'get beyond the titlQ of JSfom^als^ it 
is not penetrated, nor wnderftoodj it really 
opetieth all defefts of learning^ whatlbevcr^ and 
is a book, 

^i knpim mio fcrtptori forriget :(s^vum». 

My cdjicek of his perfon was never incrcafcd 
toward him by his place, or honojUrs : but I 
have, aad do reverence him, for the Greatnefe 
that* was only proper to himfeif, in tbait he 

Hz feem^d 
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feemed to me eyer, by his work, erne of tha 
greateft men, and moft worthy of ^dtuiration^ 
that had been in many ages. In his adverfity 
I pver prayed, that. Gorf would givp him ftr^ngth > 
for Greatnefs he could not want. Neither c6u|d 
I pondole in a word or fyUable for himj as 
knowing no accident could do harm to virtue, 
-iut rather help to make it mAnifeft, 

There cannot be one colour of the mind* 
another of the wit. If the mind be llaid, grayciv 
and compofed, the wit is fo ; that vitiatec^ the 
other is blown and deflowered. Do we not fee, 
if the mind languifli, the members are dull?' 
Look upon an effeminate perfon -, his very gate 
confefieth him. If a man be fiery, bis moti(^ 
is fo; if angry, Yis troubled and violent. Sa. 
tl\at we may conclude, wherefoever manners 
and falhions are corrupted, language is. It 
imitates the publick riot* The cxcefe of fealls . 
and apparel are the notes of a fick ftatcf ; and^ 
the wantonnefs of language, of a fick mind. 

Toetry and FiSlure^ are arts of a like nature i 
an'd both are bufy about imitation. It was ex- 
cellently faid oi Plutarch J Poetry was a fpeaking 
pidure, aud Piilur4 a mut^' poefy. Fpr thjey 
both invent, feign, and devife many things, and 
accommodate all they ipvent to, the ufe and fcC- . 
vice of Nature. Yet of the two, th« pen is mora. / 
noble than the pencil. For that cap , fpeak^ to/ 
the undexflanding J the.Qth^r, hut to the fetifeo 

. . They 
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Tfiey both behold ple^ifjare and profit, m their 
common objed; but (hould ^bftain from idl 
baife pleaTur^Si left they ihould err from their 
end : An^ while they feek to better mens minds^ 
^eftjToy their mapncfs. They both are boro 
Jrlifcers.mt made. Nature k more po\Vferfu! 
in th^m than ftudy* 

Whofoever loves nqt Fiilure^ is injurious to 
truth ; and alj th^ wifd<>m.of Poetry, PiSiure 
is the invention of Heaven j the moft antient, 
«nd n^ofi^-kin to Nature, It is itfelf a filent 
work : aQd always of one and the fame habit : 
Yet it doth fo enter, and penetrate the in moft 
lAiTeftion (being done by an excellent artificer) 
as fometitnes it overcomes the power of fpeech 
«nd prati^ry. There are divers graces in it ; fb 
-ftre there iu the artificers. One e^tjpek in cari, 
another io reafdn^ a third in eafinefs^ a fourth in 
nature and grace. Some l^ave diligence an4 
comelinefs ; but they want majefty. They ca^ 
^xprefs a h^maii form in all the graces, fwett- 
oefs, and elegancy ; but they mifs the autho- 
fity. They caa hit nothing but fmooth cheeks; 
they cannot «xprefs roughnefs or grayjty. 
Others afpire to truth fo much, as tbey aye fa- 
ther lovers of iifccncfs than beaxtty. Zeuxis and 
Parrhajtus^ are fatd to be contetQporaries : The 
.firft, found out the reifbn of lights and ihadows 
in pidture : Jhe ot|ier more fubtlely examinjdd 
fljic lin^Si 

^3 ^ 
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In PiSItire^ light is required no lefs tfcan iha- 
dow : fo in ftil^, height, as well as humblenels* 
But beware they be nor too humble : as Pliny 
pronounced of Regulus^s writings* You would 
think them written, not- on a child, but ty gp 
child* Many^ out of their own obfcene appre* 
henfions, refufe proper and fwiect words; a^ 
Occupyj-Ualurcj and the like : fo the curious 
induflry in fome- of having all alike good, hath 
come nearer a vice than a virtue. 

¥i£iure took heir feigning from Vmry ; fron^ 
Geometry her rule, comp^fs, lines, proportion, 
and the whole Symmetry. Parrhqfius was the 
firft won reputation, by adding Symmetry to pio- 
ture; he added fubtlety to the countenance, 
el^ance to the hair, love-lines to the face; ah4 
by the publick voice of all artiftcens, deferved 
honour in the outer lines, Eiipompus gave it 
fplendour by numbers, and oth?r elegancies^ 
From the Of ticks it dfcw reafons ; by which ifC 
confidered, how. things placed at diftancc, an4 
afar oflC^ fliould appear lefs :. how above, or b^ 
neath the head, Ihduld deceive tljc>eye, &c. So 
from thence it took Ihadows, receflbr, light, anq 
heigh tarings. From mot^X PMloJiphy it took 
the foul, the cxprcffion of fcnfes, perturbations, 
manQcrs ; when they would paint an angry per- 
fon, a proud, an inconftsnt, an ambitious, ^ 
. brave, a magnanimous, a juft, a merciful,, i 
coropafEonate, an humble, a dejeded, i bafe, 

an(^ 
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and the like ; they made all heightnings bright, 
all fhadoivs dark, all fvvelfings from a plane; 
all Iblids from breaking.' ' Seewhcre Piiny com- 
plains of their painting Chhnarcfs^ by the vulgar 
\inaptly called Grotefque : fayiilg.that men who 
tvere born trirl}'' to iludy and emulate Nature, 
did nothirtg but make monfters agki nil Nature; 
Avhich Horar.e fo hught at. Xhe art Plajlick 
was moulding in clay, pr potters earth antiently* 
This is the parent of *y/^/«^r;;, SculpfurCy Grav^ 
ing and Pidwe; cutting in brafs and marble, 
•a-ll ferve under her. Socrates taught Parrhqfius 
and Clito (two noble ftatuarics) firft to exprefs 
manners by their looks in imagery. Poly^noUis 
and Aglagphon were antientcr. After them 
Zeuxis-, who was the law-giver to all painters : 
after Parrhaftus. They were contemporaries, 
and lived both about Philip* s time, the father of 
Alexander the Great. There lived in this latter 
age fix famous painters in Italy ^ who were ex^ 
cellent, and emulous of the antients : Raphael 
de Vrbino^ Michel Angela Buonargtay Tilian, /f;r- 
tGnyofCorreggio, Sebajlian of Venice^ Julio Ro- 
mano , and Andrea del Sarto. 

For a man to write well, there arc required ^ ^ 
three neceffaries. To read thj^ bed authors: //l,^ ^ 
obferve j:he beft fpeakers j and much exercife / ^ ^ ^ 
of his own ftile. in ftile to confider, what. ^ 

ought to be written; and after what manner ; -jg^^^^- yv : 
he muft firft think, and excogitate his matter ; ^ ,, 

1^4 thea VU,, V 



104 OBSERVATIONS from 

then choofe his words, and examine the weight 
of either. Then take care in placing, Sind 
ranking both matter and words, that thecom;- 
pofition be comely ; and to do" tTSts wi t h dili- 
^--gfettgranaroTtrn. No matter how flow the ftilc 

!be at firft, fo it be laboured ^nd accurate ; feek 
the beft, and be not glad of the forward con* 
ceits, or firft words, that offer themfelves to us, 
but judge of what we invent ; and order what 
^ we approve. Repeat often, what we have for- 
merly written ; which befide, that it helps the 
confequence, and makes the jundiure better, it 
quickens the heat of imagination, that often 
cools in the time of fetting down, and gives it 
new ftrength, as if it grew luftier, by the going 
back. As we fee in the contentioii of leaping, 
they jump fartheft, that fetch their race largeft- : 
or, as in throwing a dart or javelin, we force 
back our arms, to make our loofe the ftronger. 
Yet, if we have a fair gale of wind, 1 forbid not 
the fleering out of our fail, fo the favour of the 
gale deceive us not* For all that we invent 
doth pleafe us in the conception or birth ; elfe 
we would never fet it down. But the fafeft is 
to return to our judgment, and handle over 
again thofe things, the eafinefs of which might 
make them juftly fufpedted. So did the beft 
writers in their beginnings ; they impofed upon 
themfelves care and induftry. They did nothing 
raflily. They obtained firft to write well, and 

then 
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then cuftom made iteafy and a habit* By little 
and little, their matter ibewed itfelf to them 
more plentifully ; their words anfwered, their 
compoiition followed; and all^ as in a well- 
ordered family, prefented itfelf in the place. 
So, that the fum of all is : rea dy w riting makes 
not good writing ; but good wntingwTngs on^ 
ready writing : yet when we think we have got 
th'TTaculty, iris even then good to refift it ; as . 
to give a horfe a check fometimes with, a bit, 
which doth not fo much flop bis courfe, as fttr 
his mettle. Again^ whether a man's. Genius is 
bed able to reach thither^ it ihould more, and 
more contend, lift and dilate itfelf, as men of 
low ftature, raife themfelves on their toes ; and 
fo oft-times get even, if not eminenti Befides^ 
as it is fit for grown and able writers to fbnd 
of themfelves, ,and work with their ow» ftrength, 
to truft and endeavour by their Oiwh faculties : 
fo it is fit for the beginner, and learner, to ftudy 
others, and the beft. For the mind, and me- 
mory, are more Iharply ex^rcifcd in compre- 
hending another man's things, than our own ; 
and fuch as accuftom themfelves, and are fami- 
. liar with the bed authors, Ihall ever and anon 
\ find fomewhat of themfelves, and in the expref- 
'fion of their minds, even when they feel it not, 
jbe able to utter fomething like theirs, which 
liath an authority above their own* Nay, fome- 
^mes it is the reward of a man*s itudy, the 
\ praifc 
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praiic of quoting another man fitly r and rhougfi 
a man be more prone^ and able for one kind of 
wKiring than another, yet he muft exercile alL 
For as in an inffrumenty fo in ftile^ there muft 
be a harmony,' and cQnfent of parts. 

I taj^e this labour- in teaching others, that 
they ihould not be always toi be taught : and I 
Wjoold bring my precepts into practice. Fpr 
tulcs.are ever of lefs force, and value, than e*- 
perimesits:' Yet with this purpofe, rather V2k 
ifheir the right way to thofe that come after, 
ibto to deteft any that have liipt before by er- 
rOTy aind I hof>e it' will be more profitable* For 
men da more wilRngly Kf!en> and with more f^r 
vour td precept, than reprehenfion. Among 
divers opinions of aij art, aad moft of them 
cooflSrary in the mfelves, it is hard to make ele(> 
licm; and', therefore j though a man cannot itt*r 
Tcnt ne^ things after fo many, he may do a 
welcome work yet to help poflertty to judge 
rightly of the old. But arts and prceqns avaH 
nothing, except Nature be beneficiid and aidmg. 
:^Hd therefore thcfe things are no more written 
-fo a dull ditj')ofition, ' th:an rules of huf- 
baiKlry to a foil. No precepts wiH profit a 
fool ; no ii>ore than beauty will the blind, or 
miriick the deaf^ As we fhould take care, that 
our ftile in writing, be neither dry, nor empty 
we ihould look again it be not winding, or wan 
foa with far-fctclit-diii-:r}puo«s ; - either i* : 

vie. 
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irice* "But that Is wotfe which procreds out^f 
Want, than that which riots- out of pkntjTr The 
remedy of .fruitfulnefs is eafy; but no labour 
will help tHe contrary ; I will like and praife 
.fome things in a young writer ; which yet if be 
continue in, I cannot, but jullly hate him for 
the fame. There is a time^ to be givea all 
things for maturity ; and that even your coun- 
try hulbajid-mansCan teach ; who to a young 
plant will not put the pruning knife, beeaufe it 
ieems to fear the iron, as not able to admit the 
fear. Namore would J tell 3 green writer all 
his faults,^eft I ihould make hira grieve and 
faint, and at laft defpaiir. For nothing doth 
more hurt, than tq mai;e him fo afraid of all 
things, as he Qm endeavour nothing. 1 here- 
fore youth ought to be inttrudled betimes, and 
m the beft thingi? ; for we hold thofe longeft, 
'^e take iboneft. As the firft fcent of a veffel 
laftg; and the tinfl: the wool firft receives, 
fj'herefore a mafter fhould temper his own 
powcrs,and defccnd to the other's infirmity. Lf 
Von pour a glut of w^ter upon a bottle, it re- 
fceives little of it; but with a fumiel, and by 
ffegfejes, you ihailfiil many of them, and fpill 
little of your own ; to their capacity they will 
all receive and be full. And as it is fit to read 
the beft authors to youth firft, fo let them be cfC 
jhe openeft, and cleareft. As Livy bejfore Saiufi^ 
Sydney before Dowje; and beware pf letting 

thcni 
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them ttfte Gower, or Chaucer ^t fifft, kft faU£»gp 
too much in Ipve with antiquity^ at>d not appre- 
hending the weight, they gro*r roid^ arid bar- 
ren in language only. ; When their judgments 
afc firm, and out of danger, let them read both^ 
the old and the hew f b«t no lefs take -heed, 
that their new flowers ^ and fweethefs do hot as 
• much corrupt, as the others dripefs, and fquallbr, 
if they chufe not carefuliy. Spen/er, v^ afifed- 
ing the ancients, writ po language ; yet I would 
have him riead for his matter ; biit as Vir^ii read 
Ennius. The reading of Homer and Virgil h 
^ounfelled by ^intilian^ ^s |ha belt yriy of ii|- 
forming youth, and confirming mam For bt- 
fidcs that, the tpind is raifcd with the heigfat 
and.fublimity pf fuch a verfc, it takes fpirit 
from the greatnefs of the matter, ^d is tindcd 
with the beft things. Tragick^ and Lytick JPoetry 
is good too ; and Comtek with the beftj if thie 
manners of the reader be once in fafcty. In the 
Greek poets, as alfo in Plautus^ we ilnril fee the 
ceconomy, and difpoiitbn of Poems, better obr 
ferved than in Terence, and the latter; who 
thought the fole grace, and virttie of tlieir fa- 
ble, the (ticking in of fentences, as piars Ap th^ 
forcing in of jefls. 

We Ihould not proteft our floth with the pa- 
tronage of difficulty. It is a faife quarrel 
againft Nature, that ihe helps underfiiaiidiHg but 
in a few ; when the moft part of mankind are 

inclined 
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\ncUned by her thither, if tkcy would take the 
paitis; no Icfs than birds to %, hoiTes to run, 
&fif* Which i£ they lofe, it is through their 
awn ikiggt(hsie&9 and by that mestna become 
her. prodigies, not her cfhildren. I confefs, Na^ 
turc in children is more patient of labour in 
fiudy, than in age; for the fenfe of the pain, 
the judgment of the labour is abfent, they do' 
not meafure what they have done. And it is 
the thought, and confideration, that affirdts us 
more, than the wearinefs itfe4f. Plaiv was not 
content with the learning, ihzt At bms could give 
him, but failed into Ifafy for Pythagora^^j know- 
ledge : and yet not thinking himfelf fufficiently 
informed, went into Egy^ to the priefts, and 
learned their myfteries. He laboured, fo muftr 
we. Many things may be learned together, 
and performed in one point of time ; as mufi** 
ckns exercife their memory, their voice, their 
fingers, and fometime their head, and feet at 
once. And fo a preacher in the invention o( 
matter, eledion of words, compofition of gef* 
tore, look, pronunciation, motion, ufeth all 
thefe fiaculties at once. And if we can eypreft 
this variety together, why ihouid not divers 
(Indies, at divers hours, delight, when the vari- 
ety is able alone to refrelh, and repair us ? As 
when a nian is weary of writing, to read ; and 
then again of* reading, to write. Wherein, 
bpwfoeven we ' dfe many things, yn are we 

(in 
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. (in a fort) ftill frcfli to what wa begin ; we arc 
r/£ta:cated with chaise, fis. the ftomach is with 
meats. Bat fome will fay^ this variety breeds 
coofufion^ and^makes, that. either we lofe alitor 
fcold no mott than the laft* Why do we not 
then pcrfuadc hirfbandmen, that they Ihould not 
£VH land, help it withinarie, lyine, and compoft ? 
Plant hop gardens^ prune trees, look to bee^ 
hives, rear fheep, and all other cattle at once ? 
It is eaficr to do many things and continue, than 
to do one thing long. 

It is not the pafEng through thefe learnings 
that hurts iis^ but the dwelling and fticking 
about them. To defcend to thofe extreme 
anxiedes, and foolifti cavils of Grammarians^ x% 
able to break a wit in pieces ; being a work of 
manifold mlfery and vainnefs, to be Elementarii 
faies^ Yet even letters are as it were the bank 
of word^, and reflore themfclves to an author^ 
as the pawns of language : but talking and elo- 
quence are not tl^e lame i to fpeak, and to fpeak 
v/ell, are two things. A fool may talk, but a 
^vife man fpeaks, and out of the obfervation^ 
kpowledg^, and ufe of things; many writers 
perplex th^ir readers, and hearers with meer 
nmfenfe* Xbc^ writings need fun-ihii)e% Pure 
aod neat language I love, yet plain and cuf- 
to,mary, A barbarous phrafe hatli often made 
•me out of love with a good ifenfe ; an^d doubt- 
ful writing^Jaath wrackt me bevond my patience 

• • The 
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The reafon isliy a Pcet is faid, th^t he lOuglitta 
Ixave all kaowkdges, is that h& ilhouW noC'bc 
igaoraat of 4:hc mod, efjiecially of thofe iic wiH 
handle- And indeed, when the iYttaifrfag of ^ 
them is pcffible, it were a fluggifti aiui bafe- 
thing to defpair. For ffequent iniitatibn ofatif 
thing, becomes a habit quickly.. If a tit&xx.\ 
Ihould profecute as much, as codld- be iaid o£ . 
every thing ; his work would find no ead. 

Speech is the Oftl y benefit mail, hath to exprefs 
his excellency <A luind above otho: creatures. 
It is, ihe iaftfviment of Soddy. Therefore, JM>r- 
^ury^ who is the prefident of language, is called 
D^oriiM hominuwujiiie xnUrptM^ In ^|1 Ipeecli, 
words and fcnfe, are as the body and the fold. 
*lhe i^^iz is, as the life and foul of liuiguage, 
wkhout which all words are dead* Saifc is 
wrought out of experience, the knowledge of 
human life and adions, or of the liberal arts 
which the Creeks called ''E.vxvyJsDzou^Htxy. VCoxdm 
are the (copies, yet there is a choice of them to 
be made. For Verborum deleSus -crigo €jl £Iq^ 
qneni'usB. They arc to be chofe according to 
the perfons we make fpcak, or the things we 
fpcak.of. . Son:ie are of the camp, fomc of the 
council-board, fome of thcihop, fome of tlje 
iheep-coat, fome of the pulpit, fome of thebss, 
ks!c. And herein is feen their elegance^ a«d 
propriety, when we ufe them 'fitly, and draw ' 
them, forth to their jult ftrength an4 mature, fcy--- 

IV ay 
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/ ol tranflation or Metaphor. But in thii 
<f anflation we muft only ferve neceffity f^Naw 
temere nihil fransfertur a prudenti) or commo* 
dity, which is a kind of neceffity ; that is, when 
we cither abfoiutely want a word to exprefs by, 
and that is neceffity ; or when we have not fo 
fit a word, and that is commodity. As when 
we avoid loft by it, and efcape obfcenenefs, and 
gain in the grace/ and property which helps fig* 
niiicance. Metaphors far-fctcht hinder to be un- 
derftood, and aflfeded, lofe their grace. Or when 
the perfon fetcheth his tranflat ions from a wrong 
place. As if a prtvy-tounfelhr ihould at the 
table t^ike bis metaphor from a dicing-houfe, or 
ordinary, or a vintner's vault ; or a jujlict of 
peace draw his fimilitudes from the Mathima-^ 
ticks ; or a Din)ine from a bawdy-houfe, or ta- 
verns; of^ gentleman of North anrpton-Jhire, 
Warwici/bire, or the Mid-land^ fliould fetch all 
hb illuftrations to his country neighbours fronx 
ihipping, and tell them of the Main-lheet, and 
the Boulin. Metaphors are thus many times de- 
formed, as in him that faid, Cajiratam morte 
Africani Rempublicaiiu And another, Jlercus 
curia Glauciam. And cava nive con/putt Alpes^ 
All attempts that are new in this kind, are dan* 
gerous and fomewhat hard, before they be foft- 
cricd with ufe. A man coins not a new word 
without fome peril, and lefs fruit ; for if it happen 
to be received, the praife is but moderate ; if 
I refufed. 
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i^fufed, the fcorn is aflured. Yet we muft ad» 
venture, for things at firft, hatd and roughs are 
by uie made tender and gentle. It is an honeft 
lerror that is committed, following great Chiefs. 
Cuftom i» the moft certain miftris of language, 
95 the publick ilamp makes the current nioney. 
But we muft not be too frequent with the mint, 
every day coining. Nor fetch words from the 
extreme and utmoitages; fincethe chief virtua 
of a ftile is perfpicuity, and nothing fo vicious 
in it, as po, need an interpreter. Words bor* 
rowed of antiquity, do lend a kind (^ majefty 
to ftile, and are not without their delight fome , 
times. For they have the authority of years, 
and out of their intermiffion do win tbemfelves 
a kind of grace- like newnefs. But the eldeft of 
the prefent|, and newnefs of the paft language is 
the beft. For what was the antient language, 
which fot^e men fb doat upon, but the antient 
cufto9>? Vet when I name cuftom, I under^ 
iSand not the vulgar cuftom t for that weri» 
a precept no lefs dangerous ta language, thant 
lite, if we fliould fpf ak or live after the ntannerg 
of the vuljgar; but thatlcajl cirtfe)m of fpeech, 
which is the confent of the Earned ; as cufton^ 
of life, which is the confent of the good. Virgil 
was moft loving of antiquity f yet how rarely 
doth he in&rt acimi^ and piSlai I iMcr^tius is 
fcabraus and'jpugh i» the&t he feeks them; 
as &>mc do Ciawm/m with us, which were 

I better 
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l)etter expunged and banilhed. Some words 
are to. be culled' out for ornament and colour, as 
we gathser flowers to ftrow houfes, or makegar* 
lands.; but they are bettei? when they grow to 
pur ftile-, as in a meadow, where though the 
naeer grafs and greennefs delights ; yet the va- 
riety! of flowers doth heighten and beautifyl 
Marfywe mufl: not play, or riot too much witK 
them, as in Paranomajies : Nor ufe too fwelling 
or ill .founding words ;'^^ per falebras, altdiqtte 
faxa cadunt. It is true, there is no found but 
fliall find fonfie lovers, as the bittereft confedlions 
are grateful to ibme palates. Our confipofitidn 
muft be more'^accurate in the beginning and end, 
than in the midfl: : and in the end, more than iit 
the beginning; for through the midft, th^ 
ftream bear^ us. And this is attained .by cuf- 
tom more fhan care, or diligence. We muft 
eXprefs feadily; and fullry, nor profufely.; 'f here 
is difference betWeen a liberal and prodigal hand/ 
As it is a great point of art, when our matter 
requires it, to enlarge, and veer put all fail : for 
to take it in, and contra<9: it, is of no lefs praife* 
when the argunaent doth alk it. Either of them 
hath their fitnefs in the place. A good mart 
always profits by his endeavour, by his help t 
yea, when he is abfcnt?; nay, when he is dead 
by his example and memory. So^ood authors 
in their ftyle;- A ftrift and fuccinft flyle is that, 
where you can take away nothing without lofs, 

^ and 
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sind that lofs to be maniftft. The brief ftyle is 
that which eXpreffeth much in little. The con- 
tife ftyle, which expreffeth not enough, but 
leaves fomewhat to, be underftood. The abrupt 
Hyle, which hath' many breaches, and doth not 
feem to end, but falU The' congrument, and 
harmonious fitting of parts in a fentence, hath 
almoft the^ fattening, and fecce of knitting, and 
connexion : as in ftones well fquarcd, which 
will rife ftrong a great way without mortar. 
Ptrlbds are beautiful, when they are not too 
long ; for fo they have their ftreftgth too, as in 
a pike or javelin. As we muft take the care 
that our words and fenfe be clear; fo if the ob- 
fcurity happen through the hearers, or readers 
want of underftanding, I am not to anfwer for 
them J no more than for their not Uftemng or 
marking;: I. muft neither find them ears, nor 
mind. But a man cannot put a word fo in fence,^ 
but fomething about it will illuftrate it, if the 
writer underftand himfelf^ For prder helps 
©luch to perfpicuity, as confufion hurt$# Relii^ 
Sudo Jucem adfert ; obliquitas faf circumJtuB'iii of^ 
fufcaU We fhould therefore fpeak what we can, 
the neareft way, fo as we keep our gate not leap ; 
for too fliort may as well be not let into the me- 
mory, as too long not kept in. Whatfoever 
lofeth the grace, and clearnefs^ converts into a 
riddle ; the obfcurity is marked, but not the 
Value, That periflieth, and is paft.by, like the 

X % pearl 
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pearl ia the fable. Qur ^le itiaul4 be like a 
ikj^ifi, q{ filk to he carried*, and foupd by th? 
rifilit thrcAdt oot ravejljcd^ wd pccpki^d ; tbeu 
?tlT is a knot, a heagi. TbiCEe ^rc words, that dq; 
as rpuch raifc a, ftyle,, aa Qtti^rs cwt deprej^ it. 
SupedatioD,. andj cver-inwluicfii anapUfiips,; fe 
may be above faith, hut never abqvt z- Vf^fim^ 
It was ridiculous^ u>. Cefiiuf, wb.en be fai^ 9# 
Ak^auder ^ 

But propitiQufly from Vir^H :, 

— — Cfed^s innart rtvuijds Cycladas. 



doth not (ay it was (b, but fiemed to be (b. 
Althoi^h it be fqmewhat incredible, that is e:^- 
cufed before it be fpqken. |^t there are ttiper^ 
boles\ which will become one language, that 
will by no means admit anpther. Jfi^-Eoseff^ 
p. R. mercitmSj qui aslum foffiM ferrampere : 
Who wc^ld lay with us, but a mad man. 
Therefore we piuft confider ki ev^ry tongue 
what is ufed, what received. ^intiKan warns 
us, that in no kind of Tranfiaiion^ or Metaphor ^ 
or Mkgorf^ we make a turn from what we be<- 
gan ; as if we fetch the original of our Meta^ 
fbor from fea, and billows ; we end not in flasnes 
and aChes; It ia a maft foot inconfequence* 

Neither 
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Neither muft wc draw odt mrM^ry tdo i6og^ 
left either vrc mafee ourfelttss obftwre, or fall 
into aifedatioti) which Is chiidift. ]&iit why do 
stien , depart at all itom the ri^ht) and nattiral 
ways of fpeaking? Sometimes for neceffity^ 
•when wfe ivc driven, or ihihk it fitter to fpeak 
that in obfcure W^ds^ of by clrcinhftance^ 
which uttered plainly Would oflfend the hearers. 
Or to avoid obfcenenefsj or fonietitlies for plea- 
fure, and variety ; as travellers turn out of the 
highway, drawn, either by the commodity of a 
foot-path, or the delicacy, or fVelhnefs of the 
fields. And all this is called i<r^fJMli<riJisv^y ot 
figuried language. 

Language moft fltews a man : fpeak that I 
may fee thee. It fprings out of the moft retired, 
and, inmoft parts of us, and is the image of the 
parent of it, the mind. No glafs ren^ders a 
inan's form, or likenefs, fo true as his fpeech. 
Nay, it is Hkened to a maft ; and as we confider 
feature, and compofitioti in a man ; fo words 
in language : in the gfeatnefs, aptnefs, found, 
ilru&ure, and harmony of it. Sone ml^n are 
tall, atld big ; fo fome language if high and 
great. Then the words are chofen, their found 
ample, the compo&tion full, the abfolutioti 
plenteous, and poured out, all gwve, finewy 
and ftrong. S6m0 are litUe, and dwarfs i fo of 
fpeech it is humble, and low, the words poor 
and flat; the members and feriods^ thin and 

1 3 weak. 
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weak, without kmttii^^ or number. The xAidr 
file are of a juftitature. oThcre ih^ language i^ 
plain, and pleafing : ev^ii wiphput ftoppiag, 
yound without* fwelling; s^li well-tpfned coaxr 
pofed, elegant, and accurate. The viciqus la»* 
guag^ is y^ft, and gaping, (willing, and irregur 
lar ; when it ^contends tp be h^h, full qf roc,^, 
mountain, and pqlntednef^ : As it afiedts to ]>q 
low, it is abje£b, and creeps, full pf bogs, aiid 
holes. Apd according to their fubje^, thqfe 
ftiles vary, and lofe their names : for that whic^ 
is high 2^nd lofty, declaring excellent matter, 
becomes vaft and tumorous, fpeakiog of .pe;tty 
and inferior things : fo that which was even, 
pud -aptp in a. mean and plain fubje<9:, willap-- 
pear moft poor and humble in a high argument^ 
Would you not laugh, to meet a great coiwij' 
iell9r of ftate in a flat cap, with his trunk hofe, 
and a hobby-horfe cloak, his gloves under his 
girdle, and yond haberdalher in a velvet gown, 
furred with fables. ? There is a certain latitude 
in theie things, by which we find the degree$a 

Thencjt thing tp the Jlature^ is t\iQ Jigure 
and feature in language.: that is,, whether it b^ 
round, and ftraight, which confifts of fliort and 
fucclndt Periods ^ numerous and polilhed : or 
iquare and^firm ; which is to have equal and 
l^rong parts^ every where anfwerable an4 
weighed. 

' : ' ^" Th? 
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. The third la the ikia :and coit, which refts in 
the well joinings cementing, smd coagmentation 
of words ; when as it is fmooth, gentle, and 
fweet ; like a table, upon which you may run 
jour- finger without rubs^ and, j^our nail cannot 
find a joint ;'aior horrid, ;ro«gh, twinkled, gap- 
irigvor cKapt :: after rhefe the'flelb', blood, iind 
bones come in queftion. We fay, 'it is a flelhy 
ftyle, wheii: there is mnck^F^HpbrijfeSi and cir- 
cuit of wor^s; ^d wh^n with more than 
c«iough, it* grows (wt and qofpblfent; Arvina 
■Oraiionisy fiall of fuet and tallow. . It hath 
blood, and juice; when the *words are proper 
and apt, their found fweet, and the Pbrcfe neat 
and picked. Oratio unda, ^bem pajia. But 
where there is redundancy, both the blood and 
juice are faulty and viciows. Redundat fan^uine^ 
quid mulih plus . didt q$km neceffe! 60^ Juice in 
language is fomewhat lefs thai^ ^lood ; for if 
the ' words be but /bjecoming,' and 'Signifying, 
and the fenfe gentle, there .is jmca;. but where* 
that want eth,. the language . is thin, 'flagging,: 
pootr, ftarved ; fctf.ce coy^ring. the bone, > and^ 
Ibpws, like ft<>ne$: in a fackwiSionid men, to avoid 
redundancy*, fun into that ; ^ and while they.^ 
flrive to have no ill blood, or Juice, they- lofe^ 
their good.' There be fome ftyles -again, that' 
have not lefs Mood,:but lefsi flelb and corpulence, 
'iph^fe are bonyc and finewy : -Offa babent^ &? 

-J ^ I 4 . It 
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It was well noted by the late Lord St. Alban^ 
that the ftudy of words is the firil diilemper o£ 
learning : vain matter :the fecond : and a third 
4ii);emper is deceit^ or the likenefs of truth; 
impofture held up by credulity. All thefe are 
the cobwebs of learning, and to let them grow 
in us, is either lluttiih or fooliih* Nothing i$ 
more ridiculous, than to make an author a 
Didator^ as the fchools have done Atijiotle. The 
damage is infinite, knowledge receives by \U 
For to many things a man Ihould owe but a 
temporary belief, and fufpenfion of his own 
judgment, not an abfolute refignation of him* 
felf, or a perpetual captivity. Let Arijlotle and 
pthers have their dues ; but if we can make 
farther difcoveries of truth and fitnefs th^n they, 
why are we envied } l^et us beware, while we 
firive to add, we do not diminiih, op defs^cej^ 
we may improve, but not augment. By dtfcre^ 
dttiixg fallhood, truth grows in requeft. We 
mud not go about, like men anguilhe4 V^A 
pierplested]^ for vlgiow afiedation of praife;^ 
bur calmly fftkiy the reparation of op4abns, 
find the errors have intervened, awake antiquity, 
call former tones into queftion ; but make no. 
parties with the prefent, nor follow ' any fierce 
undertakers, n^iqgle no matter of doubtful 
credit with the fimpUcity of truth, but gently 
ilir the mold about the root of the queftion^ 
and avoid all digladiatiQQS } facility of credit. 



BEN JONSON'S DlSCOVElHEg. ut 

iDr Alperftitidus (inipliclty ; feck the cottftmancy^ 
and concatenation of tntth 5 ftooi> only to point 
of neceffity, and what leads to convenience. 
Then make cxaft ahiiiiadvefCon where ftyfe 
hath degenerated, where floUriihed and thrived 
in chokenefs of praife, round add clean compo- 
fition of fentence, fweet falling of tlie daufe, 
varying an illuftration by tropes and figures, 
weight of matter, worth of fubjed, (aundnef$ of 
argument, life of invention, and depth of judg- 
ment. This is mpnupotiriy to get tfce hill. For 
no perfed: difcovery can be made upon a flat or 

a level. 

Now, that I have informed you in the know- 
ing thefe things, let me lead you by the hand a 
little farther, in the direction of the ufe ; and 
make you an able writer by pradice. The 
conceits of the niind are pidure^ of things, arid 
the tongue is the interpreter of thofe piAures. 
The order of God's creatures in themfclves. 
Is not only admirable and glorious, but elo- 
quent : then he who could anprehend the coli- 
fequenqe of things in their truth, apd utter his 
apprehenfions as truly, were the beft writer or 
fpeaker. Therefore' Cwr^? faid much, when he 
faid, Dicere re^i nemo fptejly filfi qui prudenter 
intelligit. The Ihanie of fpeaking unfkilfully 
were fmall, if the tongue only thereby were 
difgraced : but as the image of a Kifig^ in bis 
feal ill reprefented^ is not fo much a l>lemi(h to 

the 
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the wax, or the %net that fealed it, as.to th* 
prince it reprefenteth ; fo difordered fpecch is 
not fo much injury to the ii[>s that give it 
forth, as to the difproportion arid ineoherente 
of things in themfelves, fo negligently expireflcid* 
Neither can bis mind be tliought to be.in tun^ 
tvhofe words do jar ; nor his reafon in fraiDe^ 
whofe fentence is prepofterpus ; nor. his elocu- 
tion clear ai^d perfe6i?,'.whQfe utterance, breaksi 
itfclf into fragments and uncertainties il Were it 
not a dilhonoj.ir to a mighty prbce, to have thf^ 
majcfty of his enibaffage fpoiled by a carelcf's 
ambaffador ? and is it not as great an indignity^ 
that an excellent conceit and gapagity, by the 
indiligence of an idle tongue ftiowld. be. dif- 
gracecj ? Negligent fpeech doth not only ijlfcre- 
di.t the perfon of the fpeaker^ but it difgreditetlx 
tlie opinion of his reafon and.judgm/ei^ j it dif* 
crcditetb the for(:e and, ynifof mity of the matter 
and fubftance. . • :^ i. , " »'t» 

We have fpoken fufEcicntly of oratory ; ,Ict; 
lis now .make a diver fion to JPoetry. poetry iii 
th^ primogeniture had jmany pegqant humoijrs^ 
and is. made to Haye,more now,, through "tlie 
levity • and: inconllancy qf mens^ Judgments^ 
Whereas ' indeed, it is ^ ;he ixioft prevailing' 
eloquence, and of, the rnpft. exalted cb^ra^Qr\ 
Now the difcredits and difgraces are many it, 
hath received, throifgh mens (ludy of depriya- 
tionor calumny ; their praftice being to give it 
diminution of credit, by leflening the profeflbrs 

eftimation^ 
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«fl:imat,ion,. und making the. age afraid of, their 
liberty :, and the age is growo (o tender of her 
fame, as fhe calls ^11 yvritiiigs Afperjions. . • 

That is the fiate, wQrd, the phrafe of .coui^r, 
(Placentia College); whJpb fome call Parofties 
Flace^ the inn of Jgmrance^ 

Whilft I name no perfons, but deride follies ; 
why IhoUld any man confefs, or, betray himfelf ? 
why doth npt th^it of S. Hfenome come into their 
mind; Ubi generalis eji 4^'vifiis difputaiio^ ibi 
nullius ejfe perfonce injuriam ? Jt 13 fuch an inex- 
piable crime in PoeiSy to tiix vices generally ; 
arid no offence in them, who, by their .^xce.p« 
tion, coafefs they have comnnitted . them parti- 
cularly. -4^e we fallen into thofe times that 
ive muft not 

Auriculas teneras worJad rode re vera ? 

flemfdii vqtum /mper verms erai^ quam fpcs^ If 
pien may by no mean3 write freely, or fpeak 
truth, but when it offend^ not ; why do Phyjii^ 
<:/^;/j cure with Iharp medicines, or corrofivts? 
is not the fame equally lawful in the cure of the 
mind, that is in the pure of the body } Some 
vices (you will fay) are fo foul, that it is better 
they Ihould be done than fpoken. But they 
that take offence where no name, charaifter, or 
fignature doth blazon them, feem to me like 
^eded as women ; who, if they hear any thing 

ill 
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III fpoktn of the ill of their fex, are prcfently 
moved, as if the contumely refpe&ed their par^- 
ticular : and^ on the contraryi when they hear 
good of good women, conclude^ that it belongs 
to tbem alt. If I fee any thing thuf toucheth 
iBc, ihall I come forth a betrayer of myfelf 
prefently f No ^ if I be wife^ I will difiembk 
it ; if koneft) I will avoid it ; left I pabliih 
Ibat on my own forehead, which I iaw there 
nored without a title* A man that is on the 
mending hand, will either ingenuouily coi^efe^ 
w wfiely diflembk his difeafb. And the wHe 
•ad virtuous will never think any thing b e lo iag s 
to tbemfelves that is written, but rejoice that 
the good are warned not to be fuch ; and the ill 
io kave to be fuch. The perfon ofietnled hath 
no reafon to be offended with the writer, but 
with himfelf ; and fo to declare that prt>{>erty 
to bek>i^ to him> which was fo fpoken c^ all 
men,, as it could be no man's fevera), but ki§ 
Ihat would wilfully and defperately claim iK 
It fufficetb, I know, what kind of perfons I dif- 
pleafc, men bred in the declining and decay of 
virtue, betrothed to their own vices; that have 
jfcbaixiocved, or proflituted their good names ; 
hungry and ambitious of infamj'> mvrfted in all 
deformity ,^ enthralled to ignorance and malice, 
of a hidden and concealed malignity, and that 
boUt a comcomitancy with all evil. 

fVhat 
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A Poet Is that whicb by the Greeh is called 
x«T s^ox^v^ Uot^$9 a maker, or z feigner : his 
^rt, an art of imitation or feigning j expreliiog 
the life of m^i^ in fit mcafure, numbecs and 
harmony, according to Ariftoile : from the wor4 
^ciHv, which fignifies to make, or feign* Henc^ 
he is call^4 a Poet, not he whigh writeth 14 
nieafure only, but that feigneth and forcneth a 
fable, and writes things like the truth. For 
the fable and /4?/(?« is jCas it were) the fiwni 
^d faul of any poetlcail work, or Poem. 

^ Wbaf mean you by a Poem ? 

A P$em is not alone any work, or compofitiofi 
of the poets in many, or few vcrfes ; but even 
one alone verfc ibmetimes makes a perfe^ Poem^ 
As when jEneas hangs up, and confecrate$ the 
arais of Mas with this iqfcription j 

jEtuas bae de Danais ^iSoribus arnta^ 

And calls it a Poem, or Carmen^ Sqch are thofo 
in Martial: 

Offiftia, Cajicr, ems : Sicfiet, ut omnia vendas^ 
Atid, 
Pm^ vid^ri Gnna vult, 6? eji fauper. 
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So were Horace'^ Odes -called, Carmina; hi» 
Lyricky Songs. And Lucretius defigns a whole 
book^ in his iixth : 

^wd in primo quoque carmine claret. ' 

And anciently, all the oracles were called Caf^ 
fhina ; or, whatever fentence was exprefled, 
were it much, or little, it was called, an Epickp 
Dramaticki 'Lyrick^ Elegiack, or EfigrammOiick 
Poem. 

4 

But^ bow d'ffers a Poe?n from what we call Poffy ? 

A Foem, as I have told you, is the work of 
the poet; the end and fruit of his labour and 
ftudy. Poefy is his fliiJ, or Craft of making i 
The very fitlion itfelf, the reafon, or form of 
the work. And thefe three voices differ, as the 
thing done, the doing, arid the doer ; the thing 
feigned, the feigning, and the feigner ; fo the 
FoejHy the Poefy ^ and the Poet. Now the Poefy 
is the habit, or the art : nay, rather the queen 
of ait$ : which had her original from Heaven, 
received thence from the Hebrews, and had in 
prime cftiination with the Gteeks, tranfmitted to 
the Latins, and all nations that profefled civility. 
'Hie ftiuiy of it (if we will truft AriJiotU) offer* 
to mankind a certain rule and pattern of living 
well and Jiappilyj difpofing us to all civil offi- 
ces of fociety. If we will believe Tully, it nou- 

rifhetli 
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riflieth and iirflrudeth our youth ; delight&our - 
age, adonis our profperity, comforts our adver- 
firy, entertainsus^t home, keeps us company 
abroadj travels with us, watches, divides the 
times of our eameft andfports^ fliares in ouc 
country receffcs and recreations; infomuch as 
the wifeft^nd beft learned have thought her. the 
abfditite miftjxfs of manners., and neareft ofkiii 
to virtue. And whereas :they entitle Philofopb^ 
to be a rigid and auftece Foejy : they have (on 
the contrary). ily led Poe^ a dulcet and gentle 
Phihfaphyy which leads on, and guides us by 
the hand lo. adlion^ .with a raviihing delight, 
add iocredibie fweetnefs^ But before we handle 
the kinds of Poems\ with their fpecial differ- 
ences ; or make court to the art itfelf, as a mif- 
trefs; I would lead you to the knowledge of our 
Poet^ by a- j!)erfeft information, what he is, or 
ftould be by Nature, by exercife, by imitation, 
by ftudy; and fo bring' him down tlirough the 
difciplines of Grammar ^ Logic k. Rhetor ickj and 
the Eihicksy adding fomewhat, out of all, pecu- 
liar to himfelfj^and worthy of your adniittance. ^ J / 
or receptipn. ^ \ i^^<£^i/^^^ ri\^: 

Firft, we require in bur Poet, . or maker, (iot"^ 
that title our language affords liim, elegantly, ^ 
with the Greek) a goodnefs of natu ral wit. Far, ^ 

whereas all other arts confift of do(flrine and 

' *. . . ' 

precepts ; the Poet mull be able, by Nature and 
JhJjinft, to pour out the treafure of his mind ; 

and, 1 
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md, a$ Sm/^a faith, Aliquando pcmdtmi Jnaere-' 
ontttn infanire jycundum effe\ by which he tin* 
derfttocis the Poetical Rapture. And, according 
to that of Plato j Frujlra Poeikas fores fui com^ 
fos pul/avit : And of Ari/iotle ; Nullum imgnum 
ingenium fm mkturd dsmemla fuit. Nee poUfi 
grande aJiijtiid, ^ fupra c^ieros loqui^ mfi mofa 
mens. Then it riifeth higher, as bjr a divine in^ 
ftind, when* it contemns ci^miTion,^ and kiiown 
ponceptibns^ It utters fomewKat above a mocw 
tal moiith. Then it gets aloft, and flies awajr 
with bis rider, whither, before, it was doubtful 
to afcend. This the Poeps underfiood by their 
H^lifon, Pegajus^ or Parnagm^ and this made 
Qf\)ii to boaft ; 

p.JiyDeu$ in nobis, agitante cakfcimus ilh : 
3edib'us a^tbereis Jpiritus Hie venit. 

And UpftUSi to afHfni j Scib^ toetam neminem 

fraftantem fuiji^fine parte quadam uberiore divina 

aura. And hence it is, that the coming up of 

good poets, (for I mind not Medlocres^ or Imos) 

is fo thin and rare among us'j every beggarly 

corporation affords the Hate a Mayor^ or two 

^ailjfs, yearly ; but /olus Rex, aut Poeta^ non 

^uotannis fi^feitur. To this perfe& ion of Na* 

'^ ture in our Poet, we require cxerid fc of thofe 

^ parti, and fr^uent. If his wit will not arrive 

iudd^nly at the dignity of the antlents^ let bim 

6 

iu>t 
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not yet fall out with it, quarrel, or be over- 
haftily angry : offer to turn it away from ftudy, 
in a humour ; but come to it again upon better 
cogitation ; try another time with labour. If 
then it fucceed not, cafi not away the quills yet: 
nor fcratch the wainfcot, beat not the poor delk ; ' 
but bring all to the forge and file again ; tourne 
it a-new. There is no Statute-Law of the king.- 
dom ,bids you be a poet againft your will ; or 
the firft quarter* If it come in a year or two, 
it is well. The common rhymers pour forth 
verfes, fuch as they are (ex tempore)^ but there 
never conies from them one fenfe, worth the life 
of a day. A rhymer and a Poet are two things. 
It is faid of the incomparable Virgil^ That he 
brought forth his verfes like a bear, and after 
formed them with licking* Scaliger^ the father, 
writes it of him, That he made a quantity of 
verfes in the morning, which a-fore night he re- 
duced to a lefs number^ But that which VaU' 
rius Maxinms hath left recorded of Euripides^ the 
Tragick Poetp his anfwer to Alcejiis^ another Poet^ 
is as memorable as .modefl ; Who, when it was 
told to AUeJliSi, That Euripides, h^d in three days 
brought forth but three verfes, and thofe with 
fome difficulty and throws ; Jlcejis, glorying 
he could with eafc have fent forth an hundred 
in the fpace ; Euripides roundly replied, *^ Like 
*^ enough ; But here is the difference; Thy verfes 
^ will not laff thofe three days; mine will to al{ 

K "time/' 
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•* time/* Which was^ as much as to tell him, Ire 
could not write a verfe, I have met many tff 
thefe rattles that made a noife, and buzzed. 
They had their hum, and no more. Indeed, 
things wrote with labour, deferve to hefo read, 
and will laft their age. The third requiflte in 
/// our Poety or maker, i s Imitation^ to be able to 
convert the fubftancc, or riches of another Poet, 
to his own ufe. To make choice of one excel- 
lent man above the reft, and fo to fdltow him 
till he grow very Ht; or fo like him, as the 
copy may be miftaken for the principal. Not 
as a creature, that fwallows what it takes in, 
crude, raw, or indigefted ; but that feeds with 
an appetite, and hath a ftomach to concod, di- 
vide, and turn all into nonrifliment. Not to 
imitate fervilely, as Horace faith, and catch at 
vices for virtue : but to draw forth out of the 
bcft, and choiceft flowers, with the bee, and torn 
9II into honey, work it into one relilh and favour : 
'Make our Imitation fweet : obfervc, how the teft 
writers have imitated, and follow them. Mow 
Virgil and Staiius have imitated Homer : how 
Horace^ Arcbilochus : how Alc^uSy and the other 
Lyricks ': and fo of the reft. But that which we 
cfpecially require in him, is an exaAnefs of 
ftudy,and multiplicity of reading, which maketh 
a full man; not alone enabling him to know the 
Hiftoryj or argument of a Poem^ and to report 
it ; but fo toiuafter the matter, and /lyle^ as to 

fliew. 
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fhew, he knows how to handle, place, or difpofe 
of either, with elegancy^ when need fliall be. 
And not think, he can leap forth fuddenly a 
Foet^ by dreaming he hath been in Parnajfus^ or 
having waflied his lips (as they fay) in Helicon. 
There goes more to his making, than fo. For 
to nature, exercifc, imitation^ and Jiudy, ylrt 
mull be added, to make all thefe perfed. And, 
though thefe challenge to themfelves much, in 
the making up of our Maker, it is art only cafi 
lead him to perfection, and leave him there in 
poffeffion, as planted by her hand. It is the 
aflertion of ?«//>•, If to an excellent nature, there 
happen an acceffion, or confirmation of learning 
and difcipline, there will then remain fomewhac 
noble and Angular. For, as Simylus faith in 
StobauSy Ol/t5 (fuT/j Ikjocvyi ylvsTai rsxvyj^ ccTspy »rs 
Txrciy t^x,»7 [^'^i <fi^^v >c5;ci7?//iy)? ; without art, Nature 
can never be pcrfcd; and without Nature, art 
can claim no being. But, our poet muft be- 
ware, that his (ludy be not only to learn of 
himfelf 5 for he that fliall affedto do that, con- 
feffeth his ever having a fool to his mafter. He 
muft read many ; but, ever the beft, and 
choiceft : thofe, that can teach him any thing, 
he muft ever account his matters, and reverence: 
among whom Horace, and (he that taught him) 
jtriftoilfj deferved to be the firft in eftimation. 
Ariftotky was the firft accurate Criiick, and trueft 
judge; nay, the grcateft Philofopher, the world 

K 2 ever 
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ever had : for he noted the vices of all know- 
ledges, in all creatures^ and out of many mens 
perfections in a fcience, he formed fiill one art. 
So he taught us two offices together, how. wc 
ought to judgt rightly of others, and what we 
ought to imitate fpecially in ourfelves. But alt 
this in vain, without a natural wit, and a poeti- 
ca^l nature in chief. For, no man, fo foon as he 
knows this, or reads it, fliall be able to write th& 
better ; but as he is adapted to it by Nature, 
he Ihall grow the perfefter writer* He muft 
have Gvil Frudence^ and Ehquencey and thac 
whole ;, not taken up by fnatches, or pieces, ia 
fentences, or remnants, when he will handle bu-* 
linefs or carry counfels, as if he came then out 
of the declaimer's gallery, or ihadow^ furniihed^ 
but of the body of the ftate, which commonly 
is the fchool of men. The Poet is the nearefl 
borderer upon the »rator^ and expreffeth all his 
virtues, though he be tied more to numbers ; is 
his equal in ornament, and above him in his 
ftrengths. And (of the kind) the Comtek comes 
neareft : becaufe, in moving the minds of men> 
and ftirrtng of affedions (in which oratory fhews^ 
^nd efpecially approves her eminence) |ie chief- 
ly excels. What figure of a body was Lyfippus 
ever able to form with his graver, or Apelks ta 
paint with his pencil, as the comedy to life ex- 
preffeth fo many, and various affediions of the 
mind ? There fliall the fpeiSatcH* fee forne in- 

fultin^ 
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foking with jay ; others fretting with melan* 
•choly ; raging with anger ; mad with love ; 
boiling with avarice ; undone with riot ; tor- 
tured with expectation ; confumed with fear.: 
no preturbation in common life but the t)rator 
finds ao.example of it in theicene. And then^ 
for the elegancy of language, read but this in- 
icription on the Grave of a Comick Poet : ' 

Immortaks mortales^Jifas ejfit^fierej 
Flerent divde Cammn^ Navium Poetam ; 
liaque pojtquam eft Orcino ti adit us thefauro^ 
Oblitifunt Roma lingua loqui Latind. 

Or, that modefter teftimony given by Lucius 
JEUus Stih upon Plautus; who affirmed, Mu- 
fasy fi Latine hqui voluiffintj Plautino Jermone 
fuiffi hquvturas. And that illuftrious judgement 
l>y the moft learned M. Varro of him; who pro- 
nounced him the Prince af Letters^ and Eleganty^ 
in the Roman language. 

I am not of that opinion to conclude a F^^/V 
liberty within the Barrow limits of laws, which 
icither the Grammarians^ot Philofopbers prefcribe. 
for, before they found out thofe laws, there 
•were many excellent poets, that fulfilled them. 
Amongit whom none more perfefl: than So^^ 
^ks^ who lived a little before Arijotk^ 

K 3 Which 



134 OBSERVATIONS from 

Which of the Greeklings durft ever give pre- 
cepts to Denwjihenes? or to ? tricks Cwhom the 
age furnamed heavenly )y becaufe ht feemed to 
thunder, and lighten, with his language ? or to 
McibiadeSy who had rather Nature for his guide^ 
than Art for his matter ? 

But, whatfoever Nature at any time diftated 
to the moft happy ; or longexercife to the moft 
laborious, that the wifdom, and learning of 
Arijiothy hath brought into an art ; becaufe, hQ 
iijiderftood the caufes of things : and what other 
mpn did by chance or cuftom, he doth by rea- 
fon ; and not only found out the way not to 
err, but the fhort way we fl^ould take, not to err. 

Many things in Euripides hath Arijlofhanes 
wittily reprehended ; not out of arty but out of 
truth* For, Euripides is fometimes peccant, as 
he is moft times perfect. But judgement when 
it is greateft, if reafon doth not accompany it, 
is not ever abfolute; 

To judge of poets is only the faculty of po- 
ets ; and not of all poets, but the beft. Nemo 
infaliciils de Poeti^ judieavit, quim qui de Poetis 
fcrip/tt. But, foi^ie will fay, Criticks are a kind 
of tinkers, that tnake more faults than they 
mend ordinarily. See their difeafes, and thofe 
of Grammarians. It is true, many bodies are 
the worfe for the meddling with : And the 
jliultitude of. Pt^Ktan^ hath deftroyed many 

found 
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found patients, with their wrong pradice. But 
the office of a true Criiick, or CenfoKy is, not to 
throw by a letter any where, or damn an inno- 
cent fyllable, but lay the words together, and 
amend them; judge ^ncerely of the author, 
and his matter, which is the fign of folid, and 
perfeft learning in 4 man. Such was Horace, 
an author of much civility ; and (if any one 
^mong the heathen can be) the befl mafter, 
both of virtue, and wifdom ; an excellent, and 
true judge upon caufe, and reafon ; not becaufe 
he thought fo ; but becaufe he knew fo, out of 
life and eicperienge. 

CaiOy the Grammarian, a defender of Lu:lHus. 

Caio Grammaticus, Latina Syren^ 
Saifolus legit, f^facit Poet as. 

^intilian of the fame herefy, but rejcfted. 

Horace his judgement of Chcerilus, defended 
againft Jofeph Scaliger, And of Laberius, againft 
Jtdius* 

But chiefly his opinion of Plautus, vindicated 
againft many^ that are offended, and fay, it is a 
hard cenfure upon the parent of all conceit, and 
iharpnefs. And, they willi it had not fallen 
from fo great a mafter, and cenfor in the art : 

K 4 whofe 
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trhofe bondmen knew better how to' judge of 
TlauttfSy than any that dare patronize the family 
of learning in this age ; who could not be igno-* 
rant of the judgement of the tJnpies, in which he 
lived, when Puetryy and the Latin language were 
at the height; efpecialiy, being a man fo conr 
verfant, and inwardly familiar with the cenfurcs 
of great men, that did difcourfe of thefe things 
daily amongft themfelves.. Again, a man fo 
graqious, and in high favour with the emperor ; 
as Augujius often called him his witty Manling, 
(fpr the littlenefs of his ftature j) and (if we 
may truft antiquity) had defigned him for a fe- 
cretary of eftate j and invited him to the place, 
which he modeftly prayed off, and refufed. 

Horace Aid {o highly cAecm Terence his co- 
medies, as he afcribes th^ art in comedy to himi 
alone, among the Latins^ and joins him with 
Menander. 

Now, let us fee what may bfe faid for either, 
to defend Horace his judgement to poftcrity; 
^nd not wholly to condemn Plautus. 

The part3 of a comedy are the fame with a 
Tragedy, and the end is partly the fame. • For^ . 
they both delight, and teach ; the Comicks are 
called tt6(x(rKoiKoi, of the Greeks i no ieis than the 
Tragicks. 

Nor, is the mpving of laughter always the 
end of Comedy, that is rather a fowling for the 
peoples' delight, or their foolmg. For, as Arif^ 



BEN JONSON^S DISCOVERIES, 1:7 

iotk fays rightly, the moving of laughter is z 
fault in comedy, a kind of turpitude, that de- 
praves fome part of a man's Nature without a 
difeafe. As a wry face without pain moves 
laughter, or a deformed vizard, or a rude clown, 
dreft in a lady*s habit, and ufing her adions, we 
diflike, and fcorn fuch reprefentations ; which 
made the ancient philofophers ever think 
laughter unfitting in a wife Inan. And this in- 
duced Plato to efteem of Horner^ as a facrilegi- 
ous perfon; becaufe hfe prefented the Godt 
fom^times laughing. As, alfo it is divinely 
faid of Ariftotle^ that to feem ridiculous is a part 
of diihonefty, and fooliih. 

So that, what either in the words, or fenfe of 
an author, or in the language, or adions of men 
is awry, or depraved, doth ftrangely ftir mean 
affedtions, and provoke for the moft part to 
laughter. And therefore it was clear, that all 
infolent, and obfcene fpeeches, jeft upon the 
beft men; injuries to particular perfons; per- 
Verfe, and finifter fayings (and the rather unex- 
pedied) in the old comedy, did move laughtej ; 
efpecially, where it did imitate any diflionefty; 
and fcurriiity came forth in the place of wit: 
which who underftands the nature and Genius of 
laughter, cannot but perfectly know. 

Of which Arijlophanes affords an ample har- 
yeft, having not only out-gone Flautus^ or any 
pther in that kiad ^ but expreffed~all the moods, 

and 
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and figures of what Is ridiculous, oddly. la 
Ibert^ as vinegar is not accounted good, imtil 
tbe wine be corrupted : fo jefls that are true 
axiid Batviral, ieldool raife laughter, with the 
beall,, the mukitude* They love nothing that 
is right, and proper. The farther it run? from 
leafot), or |>offibiUty with tlxem^ the better tt is. 

What could have made them laugh, like ta 
fee Socrates prefented, that example of all good 
life> hoQC&y, and virtue, to have bun hoifted up 
with a puUy, and there play the philofopher, itx 
a bafket : meafure, how n>any foot a flea could 
fi:ip Geometrical /jf by a juil fcale, and edify the 
people from the engine. This was Theatrical 
wit,^ right ftage-jefting, and relifliing a play- 
ioufe„ invented for fcora and laughter ; where* 
ss, if it had {avoured of equity, truth, perfpi- 
coity, and candour, to have taftea a wife, ' or a 
karned palate, fpit it out prefently ; " this is bit- 
*^ ter aod profitable, this iaflruds, and would in- 
•* form us : what need we know any thing, that 
•* aie nobly born, more than a horfe-race, or a 
^ b\intipg-match,ourday to break with citijiens, 
** and fuch innate myfleries ?^ 

This is truly leaping fronn the ftage, to the 
tumbrel again, reducing aU wit to the original 
dung cart. 
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Of the mapiitude^ and cm^afs if any Fabk^ 

Eplcky or DramaticL 

To the refolving of this ^aefiion, wc mnft 
firfl agree in the definition of the fable. The 
fable is called the Imitation of one iniire^ and 
ferfeS adion ; whofe parts arc fo joined, and 
knit together, as^othing in the ftrudure can be 
changed, or taken away, without impairing, or 
troubling the whole ; of which there is a pro« 
portionable magnitude in the members. As for' 
example ; if a man would build a houfc, he 
would firfl appoint a place to build it in, which 
he would define within certain bounds : lb in 
the conflitution of a Poem^ the aSion is aimed 
at by the Poety which anfwers place in a build- 
ing ; and that ad:ion hath his largenefs, com- 
pafs, and proportion. But, as a courts or King's 
Bench palace requires other dimenfions than a 
private houfe : fo the Epick afks a magnitude, 
from other Poems. Since^ what is place in the 
one, is adtion in ithe other, the difi^rence is in 
fpace. So that by this definition we conclude 
the fable, to be the imitation of one perfedr, and 
intire adtion ; as one perfed, and intire place if 
required to a building. By perfed, we under- 
ftand that, to which nothing is wanting; as 
place to the buildings that is raifed, and afiion 
to the fable that is formed. It is perfed, pcr- 
i , haps. 
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hajM, not for a court, or King's palace, whicb 
requires a greater ground, but for the ftrufturc 
*hc would raife ; fo the fpace of the action, may 
mot prove large enough for the Epick Fab/e, yet 
b€ perfed for the Dranrntick, and whole. 

Whole, we call that, and perfect, which 
liath a btginningy a mid ft ^ and an end^ So the 
place of any building may be whole, and intirc, 
for thft^work ; though too little for a palace* 
As, to a Tragedy or a Comedy y the adion may 
be convenient, and perf«ft, thcit would not fit aa 
Epick 'Poem in magnitude. So a lyon is a per- 
fed creature in himfelf, though it be left, thaa 
that of a Buffalo^ or a Rhinocerote. They differ 
but in fpccie : either in the kind is abfolute. 
Both have their parts, and either the whole. 
Therefore, as in every body^ fo in every adion, 
which is the fubjeft of a juft work, there is 
required a certain proportionable greatnefs, nei- 
ther too vaft, nor too minute. For that which 
, happens to the eyes, when we behold a body, 
the fame happens to the memory, when we con- 
template an adiom I look upon a monftrous 
giant, as Tityus, whofe body covered nine acres 
of land, and mine eye fticks upon every part : 
the whole that confifts of thofe parts, will never 
be taken in at one intire view. So in a Fable, if 
the adtion be too great , we can never comprc^ 
hend the whole together in our imagination. 
Again, if it be too Utile, there arifeth m> plea«- 

i»r9 
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fure out of the objcft, it affords the view no (lay : 
it is beheld and vanilheth at once. As if wc 
ihould look upon an anif or pifniire, the parts fly 
the fight, and the whole confidered is almoll 
nothing. The fame happens in adion, which 
is the objed of niemory, as the body is of fight. 
Too vaft opprefleth the eyes, and exceeds the 
memory : too little fcarce admits either. 

Now in every aftion it behoves the Peel to 
know which is the utmoft bound, how far with 
fitnefs, and a neceflary proportion, he may pro- 
duce, and determine it. That is, till either 
good fortune change into the worfe, or the 
worfe into the better. For as a body without 
proportion cannot be goodly, no more can the 
adion, either in comedy^ or tragedy, without 
it's fit bounds. And every bound for the na- 
ture of the fubjeft, is eftecmed the beft that is 
largeft, till it can increafe no more : fa it be- 
hoves the adtion in Tragedy^ or Comedy, to be let 
grow; till the neceffity aik a conclufion : where- 
in two things are to be confidered ; firft, that it 
exceed npt the compafs of one day : next, that 
there be place left for digreffion, and art. For 
the Epifodesy and digreflions in a fable, are th^ 
•feme that houfhold-ftufF, and. other furniture are 
in a houfe. And fo far for the meafure^ and 
extent of a Fable DramaiicL: 

Now, that it ihould be oney and in tire. , Omf 

is confiderabk two ways: either, as it iis only 

I ieparate. 
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fcparatc/and by itfelf : or as being compofed 
of many parts, it begins to be one, as thofe 
parts grow, of are wrought together. That it 
ihould be one the firft way alone, and by itfelf, 
no man that bath tailed letters ever would fay, 
cfpecially having required before a juft magni^ 
tude, and equal proportion of the parts in thetn- 
felves. Neither of which can poffibly be, if the 
a&ion be fingle and feparate, not compOfed of 
parts, which laid together in themfelves, with 
an equal and fitting proportion, tend to the fame 
end : i^rhich thing out of antiquity itfelf, hath 
deceived many } and morerthis day it doth de* 

ceive. 

So many there be of old, that have thought 
the a&ion of one man to be one : as of Hercules^ 
S^befeus^ Acbilles^ Ulyjfes, and other Heroes i 
which is both foolifh and falft ; fince by one 
and t;be fame perfon many things may be feve* 
rally done, which cannot fitly be referred, or 
joined, to the fame end : which not only the 
excellent Tragici Poets^ but the beft mafters of 
the Epick^ Horner^ and Vitpl faw. For though 
the argument of an Epick-roem be far more dif- 
fufed, and poured out, than that of Tragedy ; yet 
VirgilyV^xxungof /€neas, hath pretermitted many 
things. He neither tells how he was born, bow 
brought up ; how he fought with Achilles \ how 
he was fnatched out of the battle by Venus ; but 
that one thing, how became into Ualy^ he profe- 

cutes 



BEN JONSON'S DISCOVERIES. 143 

CUtcs in twelve boofcs. The reft of his journey, 
his error by fea, the fack of Troy^ are put not 
ais the argument of the work, but Epifodts of 
the argument. So Homer laid by many things 
of Vlyjfci^ and handled no more than he faw 
tended to one and the fame end* 

Contrary to which and foolilhly thefe IPoett 
did, whom the Thihfipher taxeth ; of wbont 
one gathered all the a<5lions of Thefeus : another 
put all the labours of Hercules in one work. So 
did he, whom Jtrvenal mentions in the begin- 
ning, boarfe Codrus^ that recited a volume com* 
piled, which he called his Thefeide^ not yet fi- 
niflied, to the great trouble both of his hearers 
and himfelf : amongft which there were many 
parts had no coherence, nor kindred one wttii 
another, fo far they were from being one adtion, 
one Fablt. For as a houfe, canfifting of diven 
materials, becomes one ftrufture, and one dwelU 
ing ; fo an a<9:ion, compofut of divers parts, 
may become one Fable^ Epickj or DfamaticL 
For example y in a Tragedy^ look upon Sophocles 
his Ajax : Ajax deprived of jichilles\ armour, 
\vhich he hoped from the fuffrage of the Greeks^ 
difdains ; and, growing impatient ofthe injury, 
rageth, and turns mad. In that humour he doth 
many fenfelefs things ; and at laft falls upon the 
Grecian flock, and kills a great ram ioxUlyJfes : 
returning to his fenfes, he grows alhamed of the 

fcoro. 
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fcorn, and kills himfelf ; and is by the Chiefs o£ 
the Greeks forbidden burial. Thefe things agree, 
and hang together, not as they were dene ; but 
zs/eemmg to be done^ which made the adtioa 
x^hole^ irUire^ and abfolute. 

For the whole j as it confifteth of parts ; fo 
without aU the parts it is not the whole ; and 
to make it abfolute^ is required, not only the 
parts, but fuch parts as are true. For a part of 
the whole was true; which if you take away, 
you either change the whole, or it is not the 
whole. For if it be fuch a part, as being pre- 
fent or abfent, nothing concerns the whole, it 
cannot be called a part of the whole : and fuch 
are the Epi/odeSy of which hereafter. For the 
prefent, here is one example ; the iingle combat 
of Ajax with HeSor^ as it is at large defcribed 
in Homer, nothing belongs to this /^ax of «S^ 
phocks. 
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